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National Soldiers I lome l:fistonc District 
Miiwaukee, Wisconsin 

The National Asylum for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers was established by CongressionBl legislation sad approved by President 
Lincoln on March 3, l 86S. Milwaukee was designated as the site oftbe Northwestern Brnnch, one of the three original branches 
in !Je(;ember, I 866.' The nrune of tho iMtirution was changed to the Nation!ll Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers in 187'.l. 
In 1930, the National Home was one of the agencies providing veteran's benefits that \\U consolidated into the Ve= 
Administration. 

Planning for the Northwestern Branch began In May 1867, when Uie Board of Managers of the National Asylum sent Chaplain 
Tholll3S Van Home to Milwaukee to arrange the grounds.1 Consuuction of the original four buildings began in the fall of 1867 
Two of the fil'5I four strucn=s remain nnd are in tbe hisrorlc district: the Main Building (Building 2, l 867-1869 and 1875· 
l 876) and the Governor's House (Building 39, l 867-1868). Van Home's pion for a rccuremtive village setting on the grounds 
rcmruns virtually intacl wilh the exlstlng roadway system and the prominence of the Main Building as the focus of the cmtiro 
site. A federal military Q:llletery, Wood ~atiooal Cemetery, wai. built along the western edges of tho Northwestern Branch 
grounds and opened to burials in 18711• The majority ofbuildin115 within the hislOrle district thal were used by die members of 
tho Northwestern Branch were built i'letween !8791111d 1895; numerous quarters for sw!fwCJ'I) built between 1887 and 1921 . In 
1933, a hospital annex (Building 43) was erected in the disuicc. 

The Natiomu Soldiers Home Historic District contains 48 resoun;e.s and !he historic landscape of the site. The district is divided 
in two sections, n small A!'Cll north offnterstate Highway 94 containing the north entnince road and a portion of Wood NationRI 
Cemetery, Md o large area in the northern two-thirds oftbe present VctcruM Affairs Medical Center grounds, which contains the 
majority of Wood National Cemetery. 

The district is located on the fer v."51 sid11 ofMilwnukec at thv west end of the Menomonee River valley, weSl·SOuthwest of the 
do\Ylltowu ""'"of lhc city nnd four miles direcr.Jy wrn of the Lnkc Michigan harbor entrance. The district straddles the fonncr 
Chicago, Mllwaukee, Sr. Poul & Pacific Railroad (Milwaukee Road) roll line. wlJich parallels the river and crosses out of the 
valle) lhrough ihe histOric district. The nonhem enuance to the district is located on Blue Mound Road, immediately adjacent 
to the originlll north entrance. Blue Mound Road is an extension of Wisconsin Avenue, the principal street running on U1e north 
side oftbe Menomonee River valley. 111c south side of the district is the creek watercourse and roadway running cast-west to the 
north oftbe present maln hospital (Building 111), which parsllels Nntional Avenue, the principal street running OD the south side 
of the river valley. 

Site 

The National Soldiers Home Historic District consists of approKimately I 50 ~res of rolling terrain characteriicd by a series of 
iigh bluffs facing the river valley with deep ravines between the bluffs. The elevation of the north portion of the district (north 
intrnnce and cemetery) is highest at the Blue Mound entrance and is lowest nl tbc Cemetery, which wa.~ originally on U1e north 
;ide of a ravine that is oow marked by the rigbr-ot~way ofI-94. The interstate highway covers the site of one of !he four ponds, 
which originally were found on the National Home grounds. 1111: north portion oftbe district is connected to the main area of the 
11strict by a bridge crossing over l-94 The roadw11y, which enters the National Soldiers Home I !istoric District at Blue Mound 
'1.oad, continues across the Interstate highway, through the district directly in front ofihe Main Building (Building 2), and on to 
'lnriooal Avenue, ns it originally was lllid out in 1867 

fbe main portion oftbe diStrict is bounded OD the north by 1-94, and by the Milwaukee Brewer's Miller Parle baseball smdium 
ind its associated parking lots on the north half of the easlem boundary. A unique portion of the district's eastern bound:iry 
s comprised ofa 120-mcter lo11g. 20-meterwidc, 400 million year old Silurian FoSllil Reef. Discovered in 1834 bylncre4Se 
.aphlllll. the Notional Hi)toric Landmark is localed along the cltfffaee that forms the boundary with the western Miller Parle 
iccess road and by Righwey 41 on the south half of the el\Slern boundnl')', The south boundarv is tbc cw.el< w~•~,,_,,,,,...,. "'""'"" 
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roughly west to east through the wide, valley-like area between the high ground north of the railroad 11nd the high ground along 
National Avenue. The west boundnry is the west property line of the Veterans Affairs Medical Center. 

The main portion of the district is divided into four large green areas. A liirge triangular area on the north side is ~mered on the 
chapel (Builduig 12) 1111d bou.nded by qlllll'lers on the west and northcllst. lllld the historic core buildings on !he south. 111e Main 
Building (Building 2) fronts on a woodo:d hillside co the east. Cannon for firing salutes were originally located on the hillside; 11 

powder magazine, now in ruins, is located to the northeast of the Malo Building, on tho hillside. A wide green area on the south 
sklc of the district Includes Lake Wheeler and add itiotllll quarters. Wood Natiotllll Cemetery fom1s 11 broad green area lllong the 
west boundary oflhc districL The roadway system closely follows the carriageways of the original plan with a principill north­
.south roadway (General Mitchell Boulevard), off of which curving secondnry streetS follow the contours of the site. Roads that 
originlllly enter<.'<! the district from the former frumh111ds on lhc present site of the Miller Park parking lot have been closed to 
traffic with barricades. 

DuUdlni:s 

The buildings are grouped in sL"< clusters: the historic core of main buildings, administmtion-recrention facilitil:li, maintenance 
bu~dings, utility buildings, and residentilll nren_~ to the south and to !he north of the historic core. Building 43, the 1933 hospital 
unocx, is located on the south side of the disulc1 with !he utilii:y buildings to the wosl Wld the south residential area to the east. 
Numerous garages were built in the district in tl1e late 1930s to serve quarters built al C11rlier dateS, and Quonset buts were built 
in the district in the mid- to late--1940s to sen-e as storage buildings. 

ll1c historic core of the district is made up of the 1869 l'vfoin Building (Building 2), the 1879 bospillll with a 1880 convalescent 
ward addition (Bullding 6), two barracks (Building 5, 1884; Building 7, 1888), and the 1883 fire engine hou.~c (Building 11). 
The dominant building in the entire district is the Main Building (Building 2). 11 laJtc Victorian Gothic strue!UR designed by 
the prominent Milwaukee an:bitect Ed\vard 'lownsend Mix in 1867, and constructed between 1867 and 1869 with four comer 
towers oddcd In 1875-18 76'. Tilis building hOused all facilities for Home members from 1869 until 1884, when the first barrack 
(Building 5) was built lo 1879, a three-pavilion hospital (Bu ilding 6) was constructed west of the Main Building'. This building 
faces south, overlooking the wide valley spncc nnd National Avenue. TI1c siting of the hospital nppent8 to have been an anemp1 
to readjust the orientation of the historic core buildings from the east to the south. A convalescent ward building wns added 1n 

!he hospital in 1880. The long a.xis of this building runs north-south, and msy have been intended as !he west side of an enclosed 
al'C4 with the rcnr of the !I-fain Duilding on the cast and the three pavilions oftht: hospital on the sou1J1. The fire engine house 
(Building 11 ), bu ih in 1883, formed the north side of the enclosure.• 

The east-west line established by !he hospital was extended with the construct.ion ofn barrack (Building 5) in 1884. located 
between the ho~pilal and !he M3in Building1• An additionnl bal'T'8Ck (Building 7) wn.s conS11Ucted in 1888,' directly west of the 
rear of the Main Building, and oriented north-south co pnl'ftllel the 1880 convalescent ward building. The hospital and the two 
barracks were designed by H1:nry C. Koch, onotJ1er prominent Mi lwaukee Hrchitect, in a straightforward Italianate style.~ The 
identification of 1he same architect for buildings that formed sides of the enclosure suggests that Koch may have been anempting 
to cre11te a new or a secondary focus for the Northwestern Branch. 

The administralion-rccreation facilities cluster is locnted directly to the south side of the historic core of the district, ucross 
General Wolclitl /\venue from the sou!heM~I comer of the Mnin Building. This cluster is mndc up of the 1881 WarJ Memorial 
I fall (Building 41),'0 the Wndsworth LibrW) (Building 3, I 892)." the Social Hall (Building 4, 1894).'' nnd the Headquarters 
Building (Building I, 189~)." A llhougb these bwldmgs \\ere built O\'l!r :1 14-year period, they are grouped m such a way as to 
intlic:i1e a long-term shift awa)· from the eastern orientation of the /\lain Building, and to create a second coclused space to lhe 
south side of the Main Building. I his oddly configured nrcn between Buildings I, :J, n.nd 4 with the wulkway to Building 41 was 
identified n.s the "Pnrndc Grou11d" in a 19 l 7 photo souvenir of lh11 Home. Sltu11ted nlong 1hc west side of the walkwny, north 
of the railroad tmcks, is a marker set in stone with the words of the Gctt}shurg Add~. c>re<:ted in 1923. The Ward Mcmonal 
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Hall was designed by Henry C. Koch in the Victorian Gothic style. The three later building; exhibit very restrained handling 
of rcvivnl styles. The Headqulll'tcrs Building bas Renaissllllce Revival fearures, such as brick bell coursing, small second floor 
windows, and first floor window cornice treatment. The llbrruy was done in a Classical Revival style, and the Socio( Hall in 6 

Colonial Revival style. 

Mointcnancc buildings are clustered at lhe bonom of the hill In front of Ille Main Building along the railroad siding. The 
lnrgost and oldest of Ille structures is Ille Qullrtermaster's Storehouse (Building 20), which was built in 1895, and may nave 
been designed by Henry C. Koch, according to a news article lhat mentioned a ~building" he did at the National Home in 
1895." The storehouse is built of =am city brick v.;th little stylistic elaboration. A large addition was built on the cast of the 
strucrure in 1938; it has minimal stylistic treatment. Another contnlmting building in the maintenlllloe group is the Point Shop 
(Building 97, 19'.18), which is oontributing because of its demonstration of the self-sufficient narure of the Home community. 
Other contributing buildings tn the maintenance group include a garage (Building 99, 1941), lllld three Quonset buts erected in 
1947 for storage (Buildings T-1 OS, T-106, T-107 arul T-1 i4). The engineering warehouse (Building 107, 1957) and engineering 
shops (Building 108, 195 7)u located in this nrca are non contributing because they were built with the 50-year limitation of the 
National Register. 

Utilhy buildings nre located to the west of the Ward Memorial Hall, down the south slope from the hospital. The most prominent 
and oldest of these wucrurcs is the Power House (Building 45), built in 1895, with its tall smokcslllck (Building 106, 1921)- The 
Power Plant W i;ome decorative brickwork Ill ilS eave line, but is a very straigbtforwanl utilitarian building. 1be smokCSUICk 
was pnrgeted to cncapsulat'e the brickwork. Other contributing buildmss in the group arv two simple duplex employee quarters 
(Buildings 49 and SO, 1909)," gnrages (Buliding 81, 1935; Building 84, 1938), and the Laundry (Building I 02, 1955). Recently· 
oonstrueted, noncontributing utility facilities include: Power Plant (Building 112, 1964) and Incinerator (Building 119, 1973)." 

The south residential area is loeatlld in the southca.~ comer of the district between the railroad tracks nnd the creek Wlllercourse 
Three quarters we~ built In this park-like an=a characterized by broad undulating lawns, tree clusters, and winding narrow 
roadways. The oldest quar1ers is the Govemor's House, built in 1867-1868, which can be attributed to Edward Townsend 
Mix through n comp11rison with Mix's own houSe on Waverly Place lo Milwaukee (demolished). The Governor's Jlo115e was 
originally built in a Victorian lm.lumare Villa style charactcr17.cd by tall round-headed "indows, shallow bays, and a tower 
clement pushed in the junction of the tv.o cross gables of the building mll.53. The tower roof was covered in polychromatic bands 
similar to the roof treatment on the Main Building. Between 1889 and 1916, the main roof of the house was rais.:d, the bays were 
increased to two stories, and the lower roof was replaced with a conical elemenL" 

The remaining quarters in the area are the former Quancrmasrer's Quarters (Buildlng 37). a simple vernacular side-gabled 
s1ructure built in 1902, and l~tcd in the hr soulhcastem ~mer of Ille disuict. The third quar1ers was a duplex quarters built 
for Ilic Secrewy nnd the Surgeon in 1867 -1868; it was demolished in 1985, but its 193 8 garage (Building 60) remains as a 
contributing strUcture. 

Also in this aie~ \\est of the Governor's House, bordered by Hines Avl'nue, Nonh W11Shingron Ori\ e and General Mitchell 
Boulevard, is Lake Wheeler, the last remaining of four original, lakes on the site. In 1966, Lake Wheeler was moved lo its 
present location 50-100 feet north of its originol location (on the site of Building 111)." It is 2 squnre ncrcs and approximately 
four feet deep. Titc la.ke features 11 smo.JI island and rests inn park like $Clling, surrounded by approxiniatoly three acres of gr.15s 
)even wooden park benches arc loc111ed either in the lakeshore nrca or on the island. A modem picnic pavilion is IOC11ted to Ille 
wl!>t Of Lake \\heeler. On a nsc north of the lllke is a marker er«tcd In 1972 by the State Medical Sociery of\\r,5eon!inin bonor 
>f Home Governor Dr. Etas~ 8. Wolcott, a founder of the Stine Medical Socict). 

The north residential area is located nonh of the historic core of main buildings and roughly fonns the bo110daries of the large 
.riangular open space on the nonh side of the district. The principal building is the 1889 cluipcl {Building 12). which has 
!l~men1s of the Queen Anne style in its asyn1mc1ricall>·placed twiet~ tower, but is pn:dominanlly done in the Sbin11le Srvle 
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chnracterized by tl1c broad moss of the roof, the grid-like rurnngcment of the windows, and the conlrasting patterns of wood 
siding and shingles The architect of the chapel was Henry C. Koch, the principal architect for Northwestern Brarn:b bu i I dings in 
the 1880s and 1890s."'The other buildings in this area arc quaners and garages. The Shingle Style duplex Surgeon and Adjutant's 
Qunrten; (Building 17) was built in 1887 on the northwest side of tl1u area". Later quarters were che Prolestant Chaplain's 
Quarters (Building 16), a vernacular frame residence built in 1901 just to the northwest of the chapel"'; the Catholic Chaplain's 
Quaners (Building 14), a frame residence with Colonial Revival features built in 1909 to the southwest of the chapeP; and three 
Colonial Revival quruters built on the northettSl side of the open area (Bui lding 18, 1916?'; Building 19, 1921"; nnd Buildlng 62, 
192226l. 

The district includes 41.1 acres of the 50.l acre Wood Nmional Cemetery, located :dong the western edge of the grounds of the: 
Veterans Affairs Medico.! Center. Thre.:-fourths of chc buildings in the National Soldiers Home Historic District have a view of 
some of the federnl military cemetery's 30,000-plus upright granite headstones. The Cemetery is one of the largest government 
burial grounds in tho United Stares. Other contributing resources within the large portion of Wood National Cemetery thnl is 
within the historic district include Soldiers and Sailors Monun1en1 and the Cemetery Reception House (Building 57, 1900).27 a 
small stone SlnK:ture with o conical metal roof located adjacent to the Soldiers and Sailors Monumeni. the Cemetery Comfort 
Station (Building 75, 1928)," and the cemetery Tool House Quonset Hut Cf-I 19, 1948). The Cemetery also contains seven 
bronze plaques with verses from the poem "Bivouac of the Dead," given to the Northwestern Dranch in the 1880s and reset in 
stone mounts in I 941." 

Other contributing resources include monumenis, bistorio objectq, The fountain in front oflhe Main Building was installed In 
1870.'0 TI1c Soldiers and Sailors Monument. an obelisk topped with the figure of o. Civil War soldier was encted in the nortl1west 
comer of the Cemetery in 1903." The Hiker Monument, localed in front of Building 43, was dedicat1.-d to Spanish-American War 
veterans in 194 I. 11 

In addition to Wood National Cemetery, there arc three historic archaeoloitical sires'1 along the cas1em ridge line running south 
from the district's northeastern border with the baseball strulium to the creek watercourse near its soutl1eastem border witl1 
Notional Avenue and Hwy. 4 1." 

Three l:i.rgc buildings are located on the south side of the wide valley-like 11ren, out$ide of the historic: diStricL llu:se structures 
are Building 70, the former ruberculosis hospital built in 1922-23: Building Ill, the General Medical and Surgicitl Ilospiml, 
built in I \166; and Building l23, a domiciliary built in 1979. A Seate Hislorc Marker. which commemorates the establishment 
and history of the Milwaukee Soldiers Home, stands on the north side of National Avenue between 47th and 48th Streets. The 
boundaric~ of the historic district were not established to Include these strucrures because the fom1er 1uberculosis hospital and 
the quarters assoei3led with it have lost the context In wbicb they were originally buill. and the other two buildings were not 
built within the 50-ycar limitation of the National Register. The fonncr tuberculosis hospital bad originally been loco.ted m lhc 
completely open soutl1west corner of the Home grounds to provide maximum fresh air nnd sunlight, a.nd t() isolate. the tubercular 
patient~ frum the other Honie members. Ln 1938, a large nddition wus built on the west side of Building 70 when It was converted 
to n general medical and surgical bosp1tnl. By the mid-1960s, Building 70 was no longer adeqwue IO meet patient needs and 
Building 111 was built directly cast of the 192J facility. In the mid-1970s, to provide additionnl domiciliary spnce, thc 1938 
odd it ion and the wcsr wing of Building 70 were demolished and Building 123 was built. Large parking lots have been buill to the 
castofBuildmg 1 l land to the north of Building 123. 
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Building I Is a shallow "U" shape oriented with the open end to the west. TI1e foundation is cut stone with mortar joints that are 
tooled to Imitate coursed ashlar. On the north, east, and south sides ofthu building the foundation protrudes nbouL 2" nt the wnter 
tnble level to fonn a decorative molding. 1 he exterior bearing walls are cream brick mo..~onry consiruction. The floor joists and 
other interior framing are wood c:onsirucuon. 

The main enu:ance to the building is located in the center of the open end of the "U" configuration and faces west The entrance 
is defined by 11 narrow, cme story ponico that runs tho length of the center building section between the wings. The six full and 
two engaged Tuscan order columns of the portico suppon a fl•t metal deck. The deck is accessed by either a centered second 
story wood and glass door or by n small metal "ships" ladder that extends to the ground on the right sido of the portico. The 
deck hruulmila are modem I W' ~tcel pipe railings. There is a sign that reads "Milwaukee Wi." over lhe steps to the portico. The 
exterior brick walls and trim within the colonnade arc now painted a cream color The enay portico is roac:hed by two concrete 
steps as wel I as a conc:me nunp. Modem pipe mil ingS are used at both the nunp and strps. A white wrought iron ratting spans 
the columns on I.lither side of the steps. The.re arc also modern handrails composed of vertical W' square st1:el bars spnoed 6" on 
center with hC11vier horizontal members that span berwcen llm:e of the column openings The west entrance is protected by an 
added white woodcm wind·screcn enclosure. The wind screen is made up of V grooved vertical pnnels with metal aim edges. The 
window and door trim of the screen is of simple finl pieces about 2W' wide with rounded edges. The front «.lntrance door at the 
brick face Inside the wind screen Is made up of a wide borizonllll panel ot the bottom. then two square panel<, B wide horizonllll 
panel above the knob rail l!lld topped by a large recmngular glass panel. The hardware i• ornate. The hinges, which measure 
a.pproximately 6 .. x 6", are cast with raised curvilinear motifs. TI1ere ~two basement exits on the south side at grade GDd one 
exit on the cast side lbnt is approxlmntcly three feet below grade. The east basement exit has modem 1" LO I W' steel plpe railings 
and handrails. 

Tb~ro are three w"indows on each floor of the west end of the wings. The windows continue around the entire building In the 
same pattern spacing. Tho first floor windows are four-over-four light sash windows. The second floor arc idso four-over-four 
light sash windows that~ smaller vertically than the first floor windows. All the windows are topped with radiating voussoirs 
that have fiat brick cornices above them. The brick cornices continue between the windows on each floor to fonn a decomriYc 
bnndlng above !he windows. All the windows hBve s1011e sills and nlumlnum stonns. The stom1 windows on the second floor 
match the sash meeting mils but the ones on the first floor do not The lower stonns ate divided into thirds instead of halves. The 
windows are framed with a concave brick molding mCllSuring about 3~ wide tlDd deep. Some hl!l'dwnre for awnings still exists on 
he wood window frames. 

lbe building is covered with a hip roof. 1l1c cornice line at the roof is made up of a llaL vertical bonrd about 1 O" in depth and an 
>gee molding The cornice bed molding i:s about 8" in depth and comprised of a shon veniC41 board and then a CUTYcd convex 
nolding. Thero are built in gutlers at the roof Ollvcs. The roofing materials are presently green composition shingles except for the 
>Ortico roof, which appears lo~ soldered mellll There life two small hip roofed dormers on either side of the west L'nlnlnca They 
1Bve small wood frame, smgl<>pane, fixed windows. At the cent.er of the ridge between the !WO donners is a cupola with a Bared, 
>yramldal roof, the top part of which fonns o finial. Three sides of the cupol11 have louvers and the founh sido facing the west has 11 

ilock. 
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The Interior of Building 1 conmins a smin.,,ay running through the fil$1 Ooor lobby. This stair leading io the other levels had been 
originally framed by two arches, one for the run to the basement and one for the run to the second Boor. One arch was eliminated 
10 enclose the stair lending to the second floor but !he arch leading 10 1he basement st.air is intllct. The stnirwells have rubber 
treads covering lb<: stairs and modem steel pipe handrails. Wall 10 wall carpeting covers the lobby at tho firs! ftoor. The remniuder 
of the llooring at all levels is primarily rc~ilient tile with the exception of the toilet rooms, which are covered with «ramie tile. 
The walls in the southeast room that was once used by the post office arc covered with embossed metal. The post office contains 
its original brass. glass and wood mail slots; however, an undetected S1Um pipe leak damaged th.is area in 2002-03. The walls 
of the toilet rooms of Building l are covered with the samo C1:l'lllllic tile as is used on the Hoors. The bulk of the remaining walls 
are made ofplo.ster. Some modem p11rtitions have lx."Cn ftdded to the original plan. The ceilings on the lower level have 12"x 
12" acoustical tile opplicd to the original ceilings and the electrical conduit has been lcll exposed. The southeast room ceiling is 
covered with dtc Sllllte embossed metal as the walls in th3t room. On the second floor level the ceilings llll: plaster. The interior 
panel doors on the lower lovel seem 10 be original. Most of them have large rectangular gfass lights 31 their upper sections Md 
have tr8nsoms above Uiem. The door hardware includes ornate hinges. 111c door leading to the second floor level is a flush door. 
The door.; at Uie second level arc mostly paneled and 11lso have trruJsoms over them. Herc the status of1hc lmdware varios. 
Some of the hinges scent to be original steeple hinges. Most doorknobs however, have been replaced with modem hardware. 
The windows on the llrst and second Ooor levels are four-over-four light sash windows. interior window hardware seems to be 
original in many locatiom.. 

The door trim is abou1 6" wide with vertical ribbings. Squsrc wood pieces with bull's eye ciuving in the cent~r occur at the top 
edges. The trim su1TOunding the door to the stair co die second noor level is not original. There is no trim on the doorframcs at 
the second level. The plaster meets the doors' wood casing at a quarter round rum of wood. Thero is no trim where the ceiling 
meelS the wall Con1empor:uy Huorescent strip lightin11 is used in the mnin floor and upstnlrs lobby and in mMy oflbe offices. 

BuUdiog 2 !\lain Building 1867-69; 1876 
Cont ributing I DO£ 
Architect: Edward Townsend Mix Siyle: Victorian Gothic 

Site Dcacriptfoo 

Building 2 occupies the mOSt prominent place on the VA site. Located on 8 high poinl in tho grotmd elevation, ii can be seen from 
all points in the complex and from the expressway. It ls or major visual impact in lhe complex. 

A lawn area eX1ends along the front of the enst and port of the north Jilcadc. This area is dotted with a few shrubs, Rowor beds, 
and Howering ~s. Bituminous drives nbut the building ot its south 11nd northwestern sides. General Mitchell Boulevard passes 
b) the cast and nor1b facades and Wolcon Avenue is along the south. The main facade fnces east and o•crlooks a fountain and a 
rolhng pnri<-lik.<: arc3 interspersed with trees. lmmcdinwly 10 the west i.s Building 5. 

Exterior Dei;criptlon 

Building 2 is a "T"-shaped buildrng. 111c tup of the "T' forms the main lllcode, which i:. oriented to the enst. 'l here i:. one tow.:r 
centered on th<' eGSt faco.Jc nnd four lower towco at the comers oflbe top uf thc .. T'. The base oftbe "T' has a wing tltat \\lb 
added Inter locato!d on the north side. The building variC$ in height from three stories with ba~cmcnt in the straighter middle 
sections to four stones with basement Al 1hc north and south end towers ond cenmtl con: soction The entrillJCC lower on the cost 
side is six stories high. 

The building hlls a cut ~tone foundation wall of coursed t!Shl;ir panern with flush mortar joints. The only e~ccpllon 10 tb1~ I!. the 
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newer north wing, which does not have a stone foundation. The exterior bearing walls are cream brick masonry construction. TI1e 
noor j oiscs and other interior framing are wood construction. The brick masonry is set in a running bond without header co~s. 
except at lOpS of an: hes and directly above the water table. The two-story cream brick addition of unknown date at the north side 
oflbe west wing hl!S no decorative brick work. ju.« Hal b'\lrfaces of running bond with header courses every seventh course. Wall 
ornamentation includes rectanguhu brick panels with a recess in the center that are located at the wall surfaces, decorative brick 
and stone bands, and corbelling at the eaves of the towers. The second story fncade on the south sid~ of the base of the ''T" has 
pnired, engag~d brick pilasters without bases or capitals. The south facade of the top of the "T" of this building shows evidence 
of a removed porch thitt stories high. This porch can be seen in earl} photographs. The central section of the south fiwru:le bas 
three stories pill~ a half story proauding for the basement. Large arched brick openings, which perlinps enclosed pain of double 
doors, have been infilled with cream brick. Double hung windows are stt within these openings aod are much smaller than th1: 
fonner openings. 

The first floor of lhe east tower is open on three sides with high, Gothic an:\lcs. G111nite steps on the three sides lead to a landing 
with.in the support columns underneath the tower There is a modem 1 'h" steel pipe handrail located in the center of the east 
steps. The steps rise again on the fourth side to the main entrnnce to the building. Clustered piers support the Gothic arches QI 

the base of the tower. The piers rest on a base that is made of light huff, cut stone similar to die foundntion wnlls. The tower 
above fC8IUJ'e& various sized Gothic-arched windov.-s, several cornices, and is topped with a four sided mansard roof with n plain 
balusltade at the top that was added later. The slat11 roof bas light and dark tiles in vaiying panerns There were balconies at the 
third ftoor windows of the tower on the east side and other locations. Thoy bave been removed but traces of them crui be seen in 
tho brickwork and in early photographs. 

The main entnince to the building located on the ea.st side i~ a modem, metal and glass, storefront entry. The original doors 
have been sal~11gcd and mount.:d oo the walls of the entrance ball way. At the basmlcnt level of the south facade is an enclosed 
entrance and wtliting area for buses marll! nf aluminum siorcfront m11teri4I with a cretUn brick bll.'IC. Thc:n: is a simihir but smollc1 
enclosure framina the entrance on the north side. There Is nlso an entrance nff A sronl l londlng dock un the north sldo ndditJ011. 
The dock is open with a simple fiat metal cruiopy. 

There are round windows. with keystones at the top and sides. located witlun the st0nc foundation bs.se lit the northeast t<>wcr At 
the northwest tower base, there are round bend windows within the stone foundation walls. The windows above the foundation 
vary from floor to floor and section to section. However, they all have either a brick arch or a Gothic arch incorporated in or 
around the transom or tracery. They also oll have sashes painted a tomato red color and engaged brick pilasters without bases or 
cnpiuls flanking each of the windows. There an: horizoollll stone bands at the bases of the windows of the towers that vary in 
depth and hori2.0n1al stone sills th3t connect pairs of windows nnd on ~ingle windows over the rest ofd1e building. The windows 
in the end towers are simple, tnll, double hung, dual windows with low brick arches. The two-story west wing or base of the "r' 
has paired windows topped with low brick arche.~. The windows are four-over-four light sash windows. The newer north wing 
llns modem aluminum windows set in palrs. They are divided horizontally into thirds and the upper sections have green panels. 
M~t of the windows have aluminum Monn windows thlll match the sash divisions. 

The varying roofiine is primarily of the mansard style. The north and south rowers nt each end nf die 1:~st facade, ns well es the 
central tower 11t1d its central block, seem to n:rain the orlglnnl trl-color.W slate roofing ti les, which vpry from a zig-zng flsb scale 
pattern to a simple rectangular lop pattern, and then repent again several limes The mos-t noticeable pnncm is on the fourth 
story roof a:rowtd t.he eore portion of the building. Other mnn~ roolins 01at~rial i• modem ~mposltion shingl~ grocn. in a 
rtc:lllllgulnr lap panem. The north wing ha.q 11 ft Rt roof Some of tbe top-most cornice trim bo.s bel'!l covered with metal fascia 
material, but the cornice trim at the comer towers seem to be intact., including its iron cresting. The iron cresting is missing from 
the top of the main six-story tower. The gutters, downspout~. and wood trim of the building are painted green. There is aluminum 
colored fascia at the mansard~ 

The roofhaS 5ljv_htlV oroiectinSt Oabled dnnne« J.'.ach df\n1H•r h$11~ f;n1hir tMrP-n· C'll""'Hntlintt T'UJl'll 1'111 "'""-"'""' ....... ~t ... '"'··-
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windows topped with a shorter double-hung window. The slightly more nnglcd mansard roofs over the north and south towers 
are crowned with deco ml ivc wrought iron balustrades or "roof cresting:• The sma ti, steep, hl11pcd dormers, ono on each side of 
the towers, have only one smnll, double-hung window. The roof over the straight scctions thut form the connectlng wings from 
the core to the towers is also mnnsnrd. 111c six dormers per side arc gabled and have double-hung windows wilh Gothic arch 
transoms. 

At the roof level are located roof access cmclosures. One has a sloped roof that has a suur and exit door that leads out onto the 
roof. The roof access enclosure is of light cream brick that doesn't exactly match the brick of the rest of the building. Access 
to the roof can also be gained by a network of roof"ship's" lndders. Toward the central section of the east wing is nn clevaior 
1>cnthuuse of concrete blook. ·nacre arc skylights looated on the roof of the east wing above the stairwells nnd the flftl1 floor 
elevator lobby. 

Tnm.sfonners located Qt ground level on the wes1 side of the east. wing arc mlcloscd with cyclone fencing.. There is additional 
equipment located on the flat roof of the one story portion of the west wing. 

Interior De$Crlption 

The floor plan for Building 2 is in the shape ofu "T". TI1e main entrance is located on the casr end of one wing of tile cross. 
Rooms are l00.1tcd off the mnin corridor leading from the entrance wing nnd along the two wings perpendicular to It. 'Ibo west 
wing at the opposite end of the main corridor conmins the dining ball on the first floor level. The hall has thrtt rows of plain 
slender columns about 16' on c'-ntet' and a large kitchen fucility o.t lhe nonh end. This serving kitchen and dishwashmg nren 
bas quo.rry tile floors., tile walls, and some skylights. Lnundry facilities, storage, and mechanical areas wel'8 once located in the 
basement along with a large canteen in the bilSement with o seating nrcn. The fifih lloor lc\'el is in the base of the mansard and 
has donncr windows set in deep wells at the floor level. 111is level has a small floor area and n pnrtial height partition system. 

The flooring in Building 2 i• tcrrru:zo in lh" corridors. 1110 dining hall noor b 11ow cuvcl'c<l with now crumbling resilient tile as 
are the floors on the fifth floor and in the canteen in the basement. The ba.~cmcnr floor level has quarry tile floors. 

Walls :uc gener.tlly covered In wnll covering of various patterns, but some wnlls are just paimcd along with the wainscotting 
that uppears to be originnl or Ill least, old. 111c w3inscot has vertical, grooved boards about 4" wide and 2' I !h" high, and is 
topped with 11 chair rail. A 3w· high wainscot with baseboard and chair rail is found in many of the side rooms and ot the tower 
of the fourth floor. ·n1erc is no indicat ion of muld ing 111 the juncture of the 11lastcr walls and plaster ceilings in the rooms. Wood 
basebo11rds are about 8" high and seem to be original in most areas Window trim also seems to be intact in most areas. 

There a.re bhallow arches at the ceiling level in the main entrance corridor on both the east and west ends. Large molded 
pendants are nt the base of these arches about 8' above the floor level. A series of five shallow pointed arclies are at the corridor 
intt"rsection in the center of the building. This first Boor <:enll'lll :irea hos a floor level ihnt is recessed about 3' below the corridor 
level The basement ha.~ painted plaster ceilings with exposed piping. Low arches scpnrutc the various sections of the lower 
level 111 the corridors. Acous1ic11l tilu has be1:n glued to the plaster ceilings in most areas. The dining ha.II ceiling hns suspended 
ncoustlcnl tilc Acoustical tile is set on wood sleepers over the plaster ceilings on lhe fourth lloor. The fifth floor elevator lobby 
has skyligh1" at the ceiling Other ceilings on the fifth floor arc plaster. 

The second and third floor le\ els h:ive raised seating areas in the central tower that arc accessed by n short Hight of Slllirs and arc 
surround eel by small pointed =b windows. Then: arc: three window& on each of the thr« exterior wnlls. l11c founh wall bas a 
low arch over an opening spanning the width of the corridor. Low arched openings are nlso found at junctures in the corridor. 

llic Cll$1 main entrance door ot the first floor is now o moden1, aluminum double storcfrl1nl type entrance. A pair of doors with 
\\ood Gothic trnccry at the tmnsom have been rcnwved from the interior of this entrance corridor. Wood trim molding French 
d~ with 12 panes of obscure glass are found in the entrance corridor. fhe doors have glnss transoms that are slill inllct, but 
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painted over. The walls arc about I' 6" wood Gothic 1rncery at the transom thick at the cnrrancc corridor. Doorknobs and related 
trim arc not original, but keyhole escutcheons in several places seem Lo be original. The hinges vary from original to modem 
replacements.Many oflhe doors are original panel doors \\;th two vertical small panels at 1he bottom 1111d long vertical upper 
panels. Heavy moldings trim the edges of nil !he panels. Stair enclosures have flush doors and modem trim. On the fourth floor 
the doors ond hardware are missing tn most pluces. Most of the doorknobs nrc replaccmonl5, but some original white knob bed 
bardwnre and key escutcheons can be found ln some of lhe sleeping rooms. 

Somo of the old beating grillwork rcmams. A sprinkler S)stcm runs along the face of the acou.~cical tile and YIU'ious other pipe 
"ork j, pendant bung or directly applied to the ceiling. Pipes and conduit-work exieod over many or the wall and ceiling surfaces 
aod in front of some oft.he windows in the tower second level. 

Bui lding 3 Wadsworth Llbniry 1891 
Contribudnf: I DOE 
Arcbltect: Unkriown Style: Clnsslcal Revival 

EJlerlor Descrlptlou 

Building 3 is a rectangular shaped one stOf}' building that is oriented with the ma.in entrance facing north The foundation is 
rough cut \V-asconsin limestone of large rccumgular blocks in even coursing that have been ruckpoinled. The original mortnr 
joints were IO()ied in a l'llised pattern at the horizontal and vertical joints. The exterior bearing walls are cream brick. Engaged 
brick columns with carvtd ogee capitals and rough stone bnses divide 1hc facades into bays on all four sides. TI1ere arc fivu bays 
across the front and bnck, nod nine bays nlong each side. The exterior brick work is running bond without headers. Above the 
wtndows on top of the smooth stone lintel$ are brick sized stone laid stack bond in three sections, 6 bricks high. 

The nonbwost comer baya an: c111 out to fOfTD an eotron~i: Moop. The comer Is completed by a single freestanding column. 
Six concrete entry steps lend up to the main entran~ stoop. The three lowest ones wrop around the outside of the frccstanding 
column. There is oow Indoor/outdoor carp~ting covering lhe concrete steps. The handrnils nre modem pip-0 railing. These railings 
extend out and around the frceslllllding column and the engaged columns at the sides of the steps. There llrc holes tbnt indicate 
where e'1J'lier hmldrails were set into the stone work. A small globe light hangs in the recess<:d portico. The entrance to the 
Libr.uy hes a modem aluminum door :ind storefront sys1cm with side light and D"llllSom. There are two other exits, both arc on 
lhe south side of lhe building. Ooe exit is on the first floor level and leads to an exterior metal stairway. The other leads from the 
basement and is on grade. This exlt Is framed in a newer wood and mctA! wend-screen enclosure. 

Each bay bas a three-over-three light snsh. double-hung window in il with A rtcess.ul brick panel above. The window head and 
;ill arc smooth !!lone. E:1ch bay has a corresponding basement window below it. These windows are very short across the front 
u the base due to the grade, but are taller along the sides wiih sloped grade. TI1c only bay wiihout windows is et the northwest 
:omct All the windows have aluminum SUlmlS in two sections. 

'\ truncnled hip roof of composition shingles coven; thu rectangular library. Across tbe top of lhe roof in the center is a large 
1kylii;bl The roof cornice is highlighted by large dentils. TI1ere is a wide gabled dormer at the center oftbc north end. It ha.s three 
;mall, single paned, sash windows. At lhe south end or the roof is a donner thnl flanks a corbelled chimney The dormer gable ls 
>rok110 by the chhuney. Thc:rc is one double-hung window on ei1.h~r side of the chimney at tbtS dormer. Both the north and south 
;idc dormers have decorative wood molding at the gable end. 

~dark oblong sign hangs below the eavos al the center of the north racadc. ln gold letters, it says "Wndsw11rth Library." 
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The inrerior of Building 3 is essentially a large rectangular two-story room nr the first floor level. There is a lllllTOW sioircase 
in the nonheast comer that lerub ro a balcony that runs along the outside walls overlooking the mom reading room below. The 
bak:ony is supponed by slender cast iron columns with Corinthian type copitals. The balcony has a wood balustrade of square, 
fluted balusters set nbour 5'' on center. They are topped with a heavy handrail and supponcd at 20' centers with chamfor edged 
posts. 

The main level floor is covered with carpet In the basement the Doors nre resilient tile. The walls are plasrer with wall covering.~ 
on the main floor. There is a continuous apron running under all the windows at be east and west walls wilh the same longitudinal 
fluting as on the door and "indow trim. The basement walls were CO\'ered with vinyl fabric, but drywall has recently been 
applied. The Door and walls 111 the far nonh end oflhe building in the men's room are terrazzo. Termzzo nt the walls extends up 
about 7' in this room. TI1cn: is u plaster ceilins over the main nrea but the underside of the balcony nnd the bru;emcnt ceilings 
an: covered with acoustic tile;:. The ceiling of the reading room is supported wirh trusses that have wood uppeT cords \\ith steel 
bottom cords and steel diagonal members. There is a large gabled skyligbl in the center of the reading room ceiling. The slcylieJ1t 
sub windows of amber glass a.re ioracr, but the skylight at the roof surface hos been covered. 

The Interior bru; original doors, hinges, lrim, and key escutcheons and baseboards. The door trim hes Outing and squnrc 
decomtive pieces nt the upper comers with bull's eye insets, Several oflhe basement doors arc mo<km, Oush, wood doors. At 
the soulh end of lhe large room on the main floor is a fin:placc ,.;th a mantle of applied scroll work 11Dd various other carved 
elcmcnrs. Ao ogec molding surrounds glazed tiles of ocher color with a raised floral lcllf' pnnem. Around lhe hearth opening is 
bras.~ trim with comers of diogonnl leaf patterns set in square mounts. The brass bim Is nho111 I W' wide. A chain opeNUed wood 
dumbwaiter for books extends from the main level to the balcony level. -

Srrip Huoresant lighting fbcwres are suspended from the ceiling trusses. 

There are small dormt.'r windows at the balC\lny level tbnt nre double hung windows with a single ligh1 below and above. The 
basement level hos its original windows with rounded edge jamb trim but without face trim. 

The basement i~ cnlcn:d only at the south end of rbe building where then: is o "ood, Ont roofed, wind encl=" ith &ntil 
molding along the shallow, simple cornice. Th<.'l"C is also a modem steel fire escape IC4ding from the upper level at the south end 
to grade. 

Building 4 Sodll.I Roll 1894 
Cootributint: I DOE 
Architect: Unknown Style: Colonllll Rcvlvn l 

Exterior De5crlpdon 

Building 4 is a twO-slOT) building\\ ilh basement. It is rectangular in shape, except for a one and a half s1ory, semi-circular ba) ru 

rho nonhwest con1er. TI1c bay contains the interior staircase that has semi-circular landings. 1l1e building is oriented 10 rhc north 
where the wood cnrry portico is located. The bMemenl level is brick, painted white, combined with rough cut stone of regular 
coursing witli rai~td, tooled mortar joints. 

The building is finished mostly in white, narrow clapboanl, which is interTUpted by white, wood, cngag1.-d columns thai dh<ide 
Ilic facades into bays. The north end has 1hrcc bnys and each side has six. 'I he engaged columns on the outside of rhc building an.: 
composed of I" x 8" center march~d. tungue und ~roove bonrd~ running vertically, three bo3rds wide Ilic e11piral~ Me composed 
of ogec molding unJ '"rtical 0111 pi~C<!S with a ~ad and cove nstt11gal molding about 8" ~low the capital The second lloor level 
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of the bay has ea gaged pilasters of simple rectnngular shape with moldings at the capital and the bases. The semi-circular bay 
nt the left side is finished with wide siding on !he lower half nnd woo\! f111mcd windows on the top half. On the east side the bay 
has composition board sidmg 8" deep anached to it that probably covers other material undcmeO.Ib. The enlim building is painted 
white. Old pbotogmphs, however, indica1e the color scheme wns fonncr)y multi-hued. 

Thoi maiD entrance Is through a one-story portico in the left bay of the north facade. The portico ba.q a low, sloped roof with 
a projecting entablarure that is supported by narrow, squared columns The stoop, partially boirnd by a white post rolling, is 
rea.ched by seven wooden steps. The stoop WllS later expand~d across the right pan of the front and emnded out slightly to the 
sidewalk. Unlike the wood entry stoop, the newer eX1easion that forms a raised platform is constructed of red brick and concrete, 
and is encircled by 11 metal railing. There i~ a wood sign with black lcllel'll on a white background saying "Recreation Building" 
attached to the entablature of the portico. 

The maiD entrance doors IOC4ted v.ithID the portico arc modem, alwninum storefront system with large, glass panes 11nd 11 single 
pane glll.ss DllllSOm The door is set in from the facade about 2" and has a I" high molded base board and grooved vettical I 0 x 
4" bollrd at the side and ceiling of the recess. A modem flush door wit.b a single light is located or the end of the semi-circular 
bay. It leads to t11c stairway inside. An emoi:gency exit, located on the cast side of the building, has an nuached metal fire escape 
extending from lhc lbird-floor level down tu grade. 

Each bay normally has a pair of double-bung windows on e:1ch floor. These are smgle-light double-hung sash windows, which 
originally had transoms at the first-floor level, but these on now covered with metal panels painted white. Two of the bays at 
the north facade have similar. but taller windows with largo panels above them. The windows of tl1e semi-oiroulnr hay are very 
DlllTOW, singl1;1-paned, double-hung windows. The windows at the basement level have low arches of rndial soldier coursed brick 
at the tops. All lbe windows bllve alwninum S1onns. 

The building is covered wi1h a gabled roof of green compos1t1on shingle. TI1e semi-circular bay has a flat roof with a slight wood 
pnrnpol. A TV nntonna is loca1~J 111 the ridge near the nonh end. 

lllterlor Descriptloo 

The first floor of Building 4 is basically one large room. Located in the 1.u-ge room at the first floor level is a een1r11l row of four 
8" diruneter columns with simple capi13ls of ogee trlm. A plaster enclosed beillll runs along 1he lop of the oolumns. Floors inside 
ll!'e resilient tile and are edged with IO" high baseboard. The walls and the ceilings nrc painted plaster. 

The mtenor stairway is simply detailed with 11 solid wood pan~I set between the handrail and the stringer and a modem pipe 
roiling at the sides. The treads arc rubber faced. The newel post at the bottom of the stairs h11S inset po.nels with ~ded, inset 
molding. 

An exit door lelds from th~ lint floor level to grade at the southwest comer vi.a a metal fire escape. This door has sidelighis 
with narrow wood panels about 2 ' high on either side at the bouom and a double light transom, with g.lass in 11, above. The door 
has a 1virc glass light divided into two parts. There are some original four-pnnel wood doors with original hardware, knobs nnd 
escutcheons but mos1 ere modem, wood flush panel doors with po.nic hnl'dwnrc. Window trim is fluted lengthwise with square 
clements at the top comers. 

The upper IC\cl hw. one large room. A central bc:un 1s located midway in the room and IS encased with plaster and supports a 
fold mg partition Resilient die COWCl> floors and acoustic.11 til11 covers the ceiling. One door is an original four-panel door with 
~riginal trim. The others are modem. 

!'he lower level has carpeted floors, a suspenu~d acous1ical tile ceiling, and houses a bowling alley. In lhe center is n row of 
:olumns matchmg tho~ on the first floor. The v.rnde e~ it •t the south end of the lower level ha~ a r.nnll'""'""""' n ... h """"' 
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The V.A. is making extensive renovations to the interior oflhis building to create office space in late 2004 t1.11d 2005. loe 
Wisconsin State Historical Society Preservation Office is reviewing these changes.111c impact that the renovations \\ill have on 
the historic imegrity of the interior ofDui lding 4 is unknown at the time of this writing. 

Building 5 Barracks 1884 
CootrlbuliJlg I DO£ 
An:bltect: funry C. Koch Style: UtilltArilln with ltnlianate features 

Eiterlor Description 

Building 5 is a three story barracks thut is rectangular in shape wilh the exception of small protrudtng sections at the co:nter in 
both 1.hc front and rear. 1'he foundation is random coursed nshlar stone with a I' deep water table course with a sloped, carved 
top The exterior benrmg walls ore cream, common bond brick wilhout header courses The interior is wood frame construction. 

The main entrance faces solllh and is in a centered projecting pavilion that is topp<ld with a third floor-hipped gable. The first 
ftoor entry is reached by 13 concrete steps that rise up to the ccOlcr of the long porch. Entry doors are a double, aluminum 
storefront style that arc set Into u brick arch, which is suppor1ed by engaged brick columns. 

The structure's most outstanding architectural feature is Its two-ticr:td, open porch. It extends the entire length of the "est side 
of the building, with ooly an intemrption on the second floor above the entry. It has a lmgc double w(l()d and glass door nod four 
over four double-hung windows on either side. The dMrs open onto a deck with iron railings that wp the only enclosed area 
of the porch. TI1c second ftoor enclosed area hos U1rec columns. Between them are modem iron railings. The three porch/deck 
levels arc connected by two sets of exterior metal stairs that are nestled against the projecling pavilion's modem comer ndd1tions 
for exitmtt. The porch ~ set on 18" squ11re brick piers llul1 are "P"nne.d by wood lnttlcework. The pon:h deck siB about 6' above 
griule and has in x 6" decking painted gray. The columns supporting the porch have chamfering at the edges. The porch railings 
are modem pipe railings tluu n:place curlier wood railings a.nd balustnidi.i. 

T11cre are small, tbrce-pnnc, horizontal windows located on the wusl side at the stone base. The dormer windows are oinc-over­
nine Light, double-hung sash windows. The rest of the windows are all double-bung sash windows witl1 varying pnoe p;ittems. 
A wide, decorative wood band runs horizontally underneath 1he sills of the \\indows at these ends. Ail windows have mill finish 
nluminum storms. 

The building is topped with a two-sided mansard roof with shed dormers. The man.~ard roofing material is green composi11on 
shingles. There are simple, fluted brockcl!! located at the dormer above the west entrance at the roof level nnd also at lhc c11ve 
ends just under the cornice at d1e oonl1 and south eods of the building. The north and south ends of the building rise vertically 10 

meet the roof edge, and are faced with wood shingles. 'Ilic building ha$ l\\o joined chimneys ~vitb high corbelling, located tit the 
center of each side "ing. 

BuUdlng 6 Hospital 1879 
Cootnbuting I DOE 
Architect: Henry C. Koch Style: Victorino I t:tllanl\lt 

Exterior l>cscription 

The original portion of Building 6 is IJ1d om roughly in an "E" shape. TI1c front entrance is IOC3ted l11 the end of the middle wing 
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and faces south. These wings are three stories in height and the connecting sections are two stories over basements. There is a 
large wing addition to the nonh and one below the "E" to tb west. The foundation is of random coursed, cut stone. The newer 
addition on the north has a stone foundation that matches closely that of the original building. The exterior bearing walls nrc 
multi-toned, common bond brick without headers except for tl1c north addition, which is finished in cream brick. 

The focal point of lhu building's mixed archirecrural style is at the three-story pavilion or entrnnce wing. Tho first fioor entry portico 
has a m11.c;sive cornice Rnd entablature thM JS suppo11i!d by ooo white round column in each comer and is topped with a flat deck and 
an ornate wrought iron railing. Twelve modem conct1:te steps with modem iron railings lead up 10 the base. of the portico. Above 
this proJecting wood J)8vilion is a pediment with a small boarded up Pallndian window A cornerstone at the base near the enl1'811ce 
reads "I 879." The west wing of tile original "E" has au enclosed porch witl1 single-pane, double hung windows. On the CS18l wing, 
where photographs show there was once a porch, the brick is painted white. Concrete steps with a modem, wrought iron handrail 
extend down to grade from the door that was once at !he first floor porch level. The far wes~m end of Building 6 is a partially white 
painted, brick wing with a porch rapped around it ou the north, Yo'W and south ends. The pordi has a 2" x 6" wood decking and 
is raised about 4' above grade on brick pk-rs. The handmils 11re modem pipe hllndrails that replace the wood ones shown in early 
photographs. The wood porch columns hav11 chamfered edges. Wood suiirw11ys connecting the two porch levels flank tl1c ccnll'81 
projeution of the west focnde. At the •<-'COnd floor are 11 pnlr of French doors with fifteen lights ia each door. The porch IU the north 
end of this wing is encl~ with vertlonl, ribbed siding and has a band of alwnlnwn. double-hung window~ 

The main entnu1ce is a double leaf, aluminum and glus siorcfront door that is set in a rc«ssed Tudor arch panel The Y..est 

entrance bas a pair of modern aluminum double doors a1 the first Boor. 

On either side oflhc ptqje1lting entrance pavilion on each floor is one stilted, segmental window crowned with a brick, Tudor 
arch window bead. The bases of the Tudor atchcs connect to bands of brick :;aldier coursing set at a diagonal to the facade. 
ThCS<! continue around to the wings of tho: original section of die buildin1t. TI1e windows on each Boor withtn the pavilion arc 
the same style. They a.re paired and unde=rcd with "bracketed stone sill The first floor windows of the connecring sections 
ore plain, four-over-four light. double-hung windows with slightly elliptlcnl brick arches Tbe second floor of these sections bas 
double-hung windows with senu-circulor eyebrow brick arches. The north wing has paired windows. Simple eyebrow trim tOpB 
the lower windows, and soldier courRc brick is located over the largo pairs of first floor windows. Aluminum stOrms cover all the 
windows of the building. Some s10nns are in three sections and do not match the meeting rails of me windows. The top seotions 
ofth11 circle bead windows, at the second Boor,~ covered with metal. Windows in the attic are boarded. 

The original "E" shaped section of the building is covered with a low, cruncated hip roof. The !WO-Slory connecting sections hnve 
a simple gable roof. The roofis covered with green composition shingles except for the north wing, which has a flat roof. At the 
top of the enrry pavilion are eight ornate chimneys with Cllt~nsive corbelling, insets ll!ld decorative stone trim. At the northwest 
and nonheast comers of the west wing 11re large chimneys with Q.1ensive corbelling and inset brick ribbing. The chimneys arc 
nt111Ched to elongated hexagonal bnck bays. At the center of the west wing roof ridge is a tall, chimney type sttucture with an 
open section and a hip metal roof with cresting ar the top The roof of this structure is supported with posts with fan shaped, 
decorative brackets at the four comers. At the other end of this wing Is an elaborate large chimney with the same type of 
corbelling as tbc cllimneys on the entry wing. The entrnnce pediment shares 11 cornice thnt has decorative brackets nt the eaves. 
The pav ii ion is c:rowned with "roof cresting." The small gables facing cast and west on the wings have large cove brackets at the 
lower end of the envcs The trim on tho building is p:lint~d white. 

interior Description 

In general, the wings of this building nre one large room with the exception or the far west wing and the cntrnnce wing, which 
have office space. Most floors ore corpcl w1d walls arc plaster. The bo.sc111cnt, however, has resilient tile and masonry walls. Most 
original doors bavc been replaced with flush doors Md the cransoms above tl11:m ba'e been boarded. Orruimentation is limited to 

the entrallce lobby. 
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Contributing I DOF. 
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Exterior Description 
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Building 7 is very similar to Building 5. It is a three story barracks thnt is rectangular In shape with the exception of small 
prouuding sections at the center in both the front and rear. The foundation is random coursed ashlar stone with a I ' deep water 
table course with o sloped, carved top The eXterior bearing walls are cn:am, common bond brick without header courses. The 
interior is wood frame construction. 

The main entrance foces west and is in 11 centered projecting pavilion lbat is topped with a third floor, hipped gable. The first floor 
entry is reached by two scrs of 4 riser stairs on either side ofthe pavilion. Entry doors BrC o double, aluminum storefront style 
with panic ba.rdwate. 

The structure's most ouL..ianding arcllirCGtural feature is itS rwo-tiered, open porch. It extends the entire length of the west side 
of the building, wi1h only an interruption on the second noor above the enll)•. The brickwork at U1c porch is painted white. It has 
a lnrge double wood iind glass door and four over four double-hung windows on either side. The doors open onto a deck with 
iron railings that top the only enclosed oreo oflhe porch. The second floor enclosed aren hos thn.>e columns. Becween them ore 
modem iron railings. The three porch/dc:c~ lc:vels an: connected by two se1S of cXterior mcrnl stairs that are nescled agamSt lhc 
projecting pavilion's modem comer additions for exiling. The porch is set on 18" square brick piers that ore spanned by wood 
lnlllccwork. The porch deck s!IS abou1 4' above grade and has 2" x 6" dcckmg painted gray. The columns supporting tl1e porch 
hnvc chamfering ot the edges. l11c porch railings are modem pipe rollings thot replace cnrlier wood railings ond balustrnde. 

There are small, three-pnne, horizontal windows located on the west side oi the stone base. 111e dormer windows are nine-ovcr­
ninc lit1ht. double-hung sash windows. 111c rc>t of lhc windnws MC oil double-hung s.ub willdo"' s with varying pane pan ems. 
A wide, decorative 'Wood band runs honzontally undcmentl1 the sills of the windows at these ends. All "indows have mill finish 
aluminum storms. The meeting roils do not maich those of the double-hung windows. 

The building is topp;:J with a two-sided mansard roof with shed dormers. The mansill'd roofing rnaicrinl is green composiiion 
shingles. 111cre are simple, fluted brockeis located at t11e dormer above the west entrance at tlte rooflewl Md nlso Bl the e11ve 
ends just under the cornice al the north ond south cn!b of the building. The north ond south ends of the building rise vertic411> 10 

mce1 the roof edge, Md are faced with wood shingles. The buildings have rwo joined chimneys 'vith high corbelling, located at 
the center of each side wing. 

Building 11 F ire Engine Hou'e uod Quarters 1883 
Contributing I DOE 
Architect: Unknown S1ylc: Utilitarian 

Exterior Description 

Building 11 is a rectnngular duplex two-story building with a panial basement and full attic. The asymmetrical front face of the 
building is oriented to the north. The foundmion is cut \tone and brick. The exierior materinl 1s primaril) cream brick in common 
bond with headers every 7<ll course 01e wcsl end of the building is o comb111:i.tion of brick ond "hit.:, painted, clopboord siding 
There is o three-sided brick bay on the north facade that hos n white clnpbonJd gable\\ ith brackets al the comers. 

A frnmc and scn;un porch extends front the bay across the north filCjtdc ll1 the northwest corner of the unit. Inside the screening 
is o wooden turned balustrade. On 1he caM end of the north facade is n smaU fuune and screen enay porch 111e porch encloses n 
window and a door with a glass pane. 



NI'S Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTTNUATION SHEET 

Section 7 Page 15 

OMBNo. 1024•001 8 

National Soldien. Home Historic District 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

The windows vary on each facade. On the nonh wall to the west of the entry porch ls a double-hung sash window with an 
elliptical brick arch. There are four sash windows with I intels on the second story of this end, and elliprical soldier courses at 
their heads. The semi-hexagonal bay on the north facade has one double-hung, single light sash window on each side at both 
the first Md second stories. The east facade of the building bas 11 gable eod with two sets of triple, doublo-hung windows at the 
first floor level. Tuey have stone sills and !he head consists of elliptical arches of soldier course brick with a double course of 
corbelled brick above the lll'tlh. The lhree windows are separated by 8" wide mullions. A t the second floor level arc four double. 
hung windows with stone sills and low elliptical arches with a soldier course at the lintel. At the gable is a small, square, 25-light, 
S4Sh window to the anic. 

A high-pitched gabled roof of dark grey composition shingles runs the length of the duplex. There is an Internal brick chimney 
thar marks the common wall between the rwo units in dus duplex. The lower ends of the gables have large brac:kets bridging the 
cornice at the eave to the brickwork below. 

I.nterior Descripttou 

The ceilings of Building 11 are plaster, nnd the Ooors arc carpeted, except in the kitchens wh~ro th~rc are resilient ti les. Walls ore 
plastl!red with fabric covering. Then: is a white marble fireplace, with gn:)' marble he:inh, in the west eod of the building. 
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Ouildlng I 2 is essentially In the shape of a cross with a fow appendages. A small one-story sacristy wing with a Swedish 
gambrel roof fonns the west focnde. The most prominent feature is the attnchcd .steeple nnd bell tower 11t the southeast comer. 
The foundation i~ brick that has been painted grey. The bul !ding is sided with a combination of clapboards and shingles. At tho 
b3Sc of the building below the windowsill are shingles cul in saw-toothed and sullop-edgetl patterns. Above this is a section 
of nnrrow width clapboards (4~" exposure) that continue 10 1be window heads. Above this band are more shingles. At the 
gable ends of the transept~ ihe Slllioed-glnss windows arc Osnked by flared, shed extensions of tho wall shingHn11 with a simple 
molding beneath. The bearing walls are wood !Tame conslniction. 

A nnrrow \tmmdo stretches from the entry porch on the southeast comer to the southwCSI trnnscpt ending with a door. The 
Chapel's large gabled roof flares slightly 10 cover the veranda, which is enclosed by a balusuade with 1 W' square balusters. Two 
stnined glass triple windows overlook the vernndn from the Chapel. On the northeost side of the chapel is the main door with a 
slmllnr veranda thnt runs from Ilic steeple end to the we~t lransepL 

The main entrance at die northeast comer ha.s 11 small gable roof. The gable end has fish-scale and sow-tooth shingle facing. l he 
roof is supponed by large 8" square chamfor-cdgod columns. Large scmll car.ed brackets with holes pierced in them support 
the lower ends of the eaves. The porch decking is tongue and groove wood, painted grey. The simple p<>r<:h ba lustrnde is of l W' 
squnre balusters spaced about I' on center. In addition to the mnin entrance there is a second entrance nl the east comer of the 
south facadc. 111is door is also covered with a gable roofthn1 is supporti:d wi1h large bracke!S. There arc also doors leading from 
the chancel orca nt the west end. They have small shed extensions of the gable roof" ith huge supporting brackets. De low is 11 

~mall poreh deck with four rho rs, wood steps, and a simple wood handnul of 2" x 4"s pnillled white. I he doors of the Chapel are 
typically double doors with 4 horizontal inset ponels with 111ised centl'lll sections and square multicolored stained-glass lights at 
ll1e top. 

Ellch end of the cross has a similar rectangular, stained glass window that is mullioned into t:il~ narrow scctiom with smaller 
sections at the top. On the east facade tbc hll'ger slllined glass window is flanked by compatible but smaller stained glass 
windows. 111e ~incd glass windows are in an alternating narrow and 101111 rectangle pattern with rcc1011gular perimeter bands In 
a mottled green glass. Some round clement$ occur at the small, square shaped windows above the call lower windows. 

One main gable roof runs down the nave/sanctuary. Over the transepts are lower gabled roofs. The roof is covered with grey 
composition shingles. 

Ille steeple has a call, pyramidal, composition shingle roof with small dormer like protrusions on each side that havu d<:corative 
vems The vents allow l11e sound of ringing bells to be emitted. Complementing the s1ceple, a small rurret rises up from die 
location of the "crossing'' of the Chapel. The rurret has a steep pyraniidnl roof with decorative iron wor1' a1 its peak. 

The mom bell row'-r has shing)cd base running up to about 4 '.Above lhnt 11rc lwo clapboard sections 1011pcd by a small gable. 
like extension with an ogee cornice and dcnlil bed·molding undemeuU1 it~ horizontal projection. Highi:r up on the tower ore 
se~cral alt.~mating bands of SO\\·loothe<l. scallop-edged, concave, convex. and st:mdord coursed shingling running nll die way 
up to die cave al the base of du: lower roof The pe4.k of die to" er roof has o.n iron cross "ith fan bhape infilled 111 its cometS 
11nd d~corative spirals within those. At the southeast comer of the bell tower is n five-sided engaged turret contruning 1all narrow 
louvers about 6" wide and 8' tnll nenr the top. The turret has a six-sided tent roof a1 its peak. There are Indications that there we~ 
once gable posts nt the peak~ of the trnru;cpt gable roof; only U1e low~r portions are on the building now 
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The nave in the interior of Building 12 hns two ro"s of columns, four in each row, supporting the gable roof. An elliptical 
arched, wood truss system spans crosswise and loogirudinally between columns. The clustered columns have trim at the top of 
1he base and at the capitals. The capitals are about 6" deep end have acanthus leaf CilNiog and molded elements. Tho interior of 
the building bas resilient tile flooring. The central section of the ceiling is covered with white perforated acoustical tile Th&rest 
of the ceiling is a painted textured plaster. The walls are painted plaster with faint score marks imitating nle or brick 

At the chancel end of the chapel are three stained glass windows. The center one is Christ holding a lllmb ond carrying u 
$hepherd 's slllff. To the left is Mazy and to the right is St John writing with 11 quill and holding a book with an eagle at bis feet. 
At the lower section of the window ~itb Christ is a crown with a cross through it. Below Mary is a heart with a band of flowers 
around it and a knife piercing it. Below th~ fi.gure of St. John is a heart wiU1 thorns. Most of the stnincd glass windows have 
dedicatory insets nenrthe bouom in memory of the various families and individuals who donated to the chapel. 

The altar is composed of Gothic inset panel clemwts lined at lhe edges in gold. Small green, llUIJ'ble, columns front the altar. It is 
rc•chcd by ftm two steps to a platform nod then three steps to th<'! nhar dais. A largo Tudor shaped urcb of concave molding inset 
with a floral, decorative pattern fiames the altar. The chancel rail is wrought iron with repetitive Gothic tracery and o wood bandn1il 
at the top. lntCt'SpefSCCI is a wheat sheaf and g13pevine motif painted a conrsusting sil•cr to the blacl.. of die rest of the wrought iron 
work. A large pipe org111l is at the left side of the cbnnccl area It has t1 paneled wood ba.w and pipes surrow1ding the swell chamber. 

All interior woodwork and door trim seem to be original. Th~ is a wood 3W' high dado around the perimeter of the interior 
made of mahogany· stnined birch wood with rectangular panels. The oak pews ate finished in o hooey tone. The uim around 
doors and windows is simple 1" K S" molding with rounded edges. Most of the doors, other than the entr8llce doors, have 
horizontal pllllels, 6 per door. H:irdware, knobs, and Steeple hmges seem original. The doorknobs with their large escutcheon.~ 
(about 6" hlgh) with round ends 11te bT85$ Lighting fixtures or inverted um shape are located nt the engaged columns ot the Wlllls. 
They cl<lend from the w11ll pendanr St)'le and are frosted glass with Gothic motifs. Along the walls are plamr casts of the stations 
of the cross. · 

Building 14 Catholic Cba pl11ln 's Quarters 1909 
Cootrlbutlne/ DOE 
Arcbitect: Unknown Style: \lernacu.lar Crume with Colooilll lkvinl fea lure.5 

Exterior Description 

Building 14 is an irregularly sb.;iped building that faces east towards a small drive. On the north side of the building is a small 
narrow one-story addition. The finished Door level of the addition is a few teet below the first floor. Ont.he south facade is a 
rectangular projection ru die southwest comer ihnt hos its first floor comers set at a diagonal. 111c two-story house has a full 
basement, with rough face cast, concrete block walls 

Tbe bearing walls arc wood frame construction, which are covcNd with pnimed white clapbo:ird. The 111ain en!rll11ce door is on 
the left of the front wing. Eno losing the Croat wing is a small, screened porch. Surr(lunding the porch foundation nrc white lattice 
p~nels. A low, hip roof 10 the right is supp<1ncd by white ,.ouJ columns. A smnll gohlcd ovethnng at the lcfi ~above the screen 
door £tis reached by )Ut wooden Steps flanked by modern wood railings. Behind the screen porch is the wood entrance door, 
which hos one pane of gloss at Its upper section and a single pone glass transom above the door. The rear entrance Is n white 
wood door with one sma.11 pane of glass covered by a dark frllllled, wood screen door. This is lhc same dnrk color that appears on 
the &arnes oftbe scn:cn porch. 

,,__.,..,.. :o u "''"' 1:,..t..• ••• : ... .o1 ..... .,..,. oj.. ... .. ; ... Lo ~: 1 ~ _ e .. 1. ... .• 
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a double-hung window. On either side is nn ovol window covered with foncy iron grille bars. A1 the attio level of the gable is a 
small double-hung window and oxposed vertical framing filled in whh clapboard. The rec1angular projection on 1he southwest 
comer has double hung windows at the diagonal sections. At the Ital section, facing south, rue three small vcnical windows about 
6' obovc the noor level inside. Simple scroll brackeis with lightbulb shaped pendants are al the comers where the SC(;ood floor 
overhangs at the first floor level to fill out the comer. The irregularly-spaced fenestration around the remainder of lhe house is 
comprised of double hung windows with single pnnes in each moveable section. 

Building 14 has a steep hipped roof "~th n lnrgc gable over the asymmetrical front wing. It is covered in green composition 
shingles. 011 the west side, townrds the nor1h, i~ a tall narrow reotangulnr red brick chimney with corbelling at the top. TI1e 
addition on che north has a sloped seamed metal shed roof. 

foterior De!criptlon 

The sccond Ooor bedrooms in Building 14 are served by two sep:irnlc SlllirellSes. Thus, tl1c bedrooms remain divided llS originally 
designed lo limit interaction between lhe chaplain and housekeeper. A door linking lhc two bedroom areas has since been 
installed. Interior trim i5 pl11in, and interior doon13re four p11nel. 

BttUdlng 16 Protestant Chaplain's Quarters 1901 
Con1rlbutlng I DOE 
An:bllcct: Unknown Style: Vernncular frame residence 

Ext~rior De!cription 

Building 16 is an irreguiurly-sbaped vernacular hou~c that fuces east. Tho two-story house has n ful l bascm1:n1. The partially 
o:icpo)<:d bnsemenc or the moln section of the house hllS a brick founda1ion. Tite foundalion for the extension on Ilic wesl side 
is concrete block. Both ore painlcd gray. The bearing walls arc wood frame construction and nre covered In \\-hitc clapboard. 
Examination of the substrate indica1ed that the original pain I color ma} have been a dark cream. There is a small gable centered 
on the front, cast side with a matching gable on the rear. \\-CSt side. Both have small rectnngular attic louvers. 

At the flrs1-0oor level on tl1c front focnde, ellSt of1he gable, is a large porch. 1t is divided into thirds by square whice suppon 
columns. TI1e door is renchcd by six straight wood steps flanked by simple pipe railings. f"hc pon::h has latticework spllDoing 
between che support piers, which are brick covered with wood. The gable extensions ho.ve very simple brackets where the ends 
oflhc c:ive meet the vertical I" 'lC 4" boards ~t the comers. Porch columns are roughly r x 8" square mth simple capitals at the 
IOp 1111: porch balustrade hos vertical I W' x I W' balusters spaced about S" on center. The front entry was recessed al the comer 
at one time, but is now enclosed by vertical, beveled siding painted while. The main entranco door is made of wood and glass. A 
lo" go.hie, shingle roof covers s small one story white wood addilion, which serves as a back door entry on the rear west fac-ade 
at the nortl1wcs1 comer The rear door itself is flush wood, arid bas a wood and glass stonn door. It is accessible by six wooden 
steps with pipe rai lings on either side. TI1e west sldu also has a sloped, wood plank, ho.tch tloor opening into the bnsement. 

On the cast facade is a lnrge double-hung window cen~red below the gable. Above that is 11 simil:ir window wilh the upper third 
blocked up for o vent. The south facade has double-hung windo"s on both floors tha1 are equidistant from the chimney. The 
remaining windO\\S are similar, bul vary in siu \Vmdo\\ heads have simple caps with a small crown molding ot 1hc lop. 

The gabled, green, composition shingle roof has a separo.1e gable ovc.:r the front wing. The side gable roof continue<; dot'" lo 
meet o flnt roof over the fronl porch. The south facade has 8 slightly ofl' center bric!, chimney extendmg up rhe sidt: of the house 
lhroui;h the eaves of the gabled roof. The brick of the chimney is painted a deep red. A second chimney cxtcnds through the roof 
near 1he center of the north end 
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The stairway of Building 16 has turned bnlusters and square newel posts with finials. A fireplace in the living room IS foced wilh 
ti~ and has a wood mantle. The woodworlc i~ plain boards" 1th a slight edge. The floors nre carpeted, and ceilings and walls are 
plastered. 

Building 17 Surgeon and Adjutant's Qu11rters 1887 
Cootrlbutioa I DO'E 
Architect: Unknown Style: Sblngle Style 

Exterior- Deiicrlption 

Building 17 is I\ duplex building three stories in height. The two units have virtually identical interiors that fJicc away from each 
other. The foundation is partially exposed random coursed, rough stone. The bearing walls are wood construction covered will1 
white clapboard and shingles. At the first level the building is covered in white drop siding. At the top of the first floor level 
there is a slight flare, and a decorative horizontal b31ld ln two parts. The upper part is coved with a smaller crown-type molding 
running hori£Ontally that dies into a l "x 8" horizontal board. At the second floor level the large gable cnds facing east are made 
up of 4Y," eitposurc clapboards. Over the window heads the upper part of tho gable flares slightly again, 811d the material changes 
to shingles with a 4'/,M exposure. 

Tho unit facing north has a one story, flot-roofcd porch on the nonheast comer that S<Jt:Ves as OJI eniryway. The entrnnce is on 
t.ho em side of the porch and is accessible by four wood steps with a black pipe-railings. The porch decks are 1~ x 4" tongue 
and groove gmy painted boards. l.anice work~ spans bet\\een tbe porch supports, which nre covered by wood. Tho pon:h 
handrails bas a heavy banister with a balustrade of I \II'' x I%~ vt-ttical, square, undecorated supports spaced about 4 or 5 inches 
on ccnte1. Thll porch columns ore R" x 8" square with chamfered edges and copitnls mode ofhalf·round elements and reverse­
covc elements. Decorative brackets extend from the column faces to support the overhang of the porch roof. The ent1'811ce to tho 
unit !icing south is through a slightly larger, one-stery, Oat-roofed, open veranda Sltctching across the entire south facade. Five 
wooden mps Ranked with simpl~ black pipe-ranings rise 10 the verandll. The porch and veranda nre sUITOuudc:d by a simple 
white railing with ~I, squ1trc, wood balusters. 

Small open porches with simple handrails of2" x 4" posts and tv x 4" vertical boards for balusters serve the back exiU. The 
wood decking is I" x 4" wood boards. Low shed roofs cover each oflhe rcor entrance doors. The doors are horizontnlly paneled 
with two vertical glass liglus at the upper section. On the weSt facade a1 the north and eut comers arc enclosed entrances to !he 
basement with small shed roofs covered in composition shingles. Simple cove molding ls ar the eaves. Doors arc two-panel with 
four-gloss I ighls st the upper section. The ends of the eaves at the west end hnve huge. reverse curve brackets, unpicrw:I. The 
eave extends about 1 '/,'and the nifler's supports are exposed 

The first and second floors have tall, laige-pnncd, double-hung windows of various widths. At the second lloor the windows 
are set at a 4S·degree angle into the comers of the wings. Above the cliagvnal windows are scroll brackets with o pendant at 
the C<1mer. The windows on the third floor 11.re &imilar in style, but considerable smaller. They are grouped together in pairs and 
triples, and topped by a small, common entahlature. At the nonh facade, $C!cond-floor level, is a projecting three-sided bay with a 
sini,;lc-pnne, double-hung wimlvw in each side. The remaining fcnesln1hon b varied. 

The most striking feature visible from the south road\vny is the huge extended gable roof, reminiscent vftbe Shingle Style. 
11 rist>S more than two stories frorn the roofs of tbe exteri<>r porcbe-s to a ridge above the attic. Tue 11ntire multi-gabloo roof is 
finished in gretn composition shingles, laid buu~dged On both fiont sades. there are large gables that project from the larger 
main g11ble and crown three (IOI') '' ings The west side ha.~ a large l,'llblc that occurs only nt the thisd level. Both t.hc nruch anrl 
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in half by a tall brick chimney accented with two, decorative vertical brick ridges set Ill n diagonal to the face of the chimney. In 
addition, there is a chimney at the north and south end of each of the two wings. A fourth one is in the middle of the building. A 
steel-gray painted fire escape leads from the th.ird floor exits doors, ouc per each duplex suite, down to grade. 

lntcrtor Dcscrir1tion 

There are entrance halls to two duplicnte units within Building 17. The main stnirs, and rear smirs otr 1he kitchen, are set side by 
side in the units. Most doors have transoms and original lu1rdwan: The north unit has o fireplace with decorative tile filcmg aod 
hearth The VA. is llUlking renovations to !he interior of this building to create living space for homeless veterans in late 2004 
and 2005. The \\TISCOnsin State Historic Preservation Ollicer believes renovations will be in keeping wilh the historic i1rn:grity of 
the interior of this building. 

Building 18 Quarfers 1916 
Coo tributing I DOF 
Archlrccr: Unknown Style: Colonial Revival 

EAtcrior Description 

Building 18 js a three level duplex structure oriented with the main facade 10 lhe southwest Each duplex w1it is a mirror image 
of the other, and there is no visible division on the exterior. The basement foundation wall is cement block The rest of the 
structure is wood-fiamc construction 11nd finished in white 2W' eitposure clapboards. 

Each unit is entered noar 1he outside front edge dirough fl low, screened porch with a hipped roof. The porches stretch hnlfwny 
across eocb unit and for 2 bays around the sides. 11ic porch columns ore 8" x 8" squore post~ witho111 nny decoration. The bottom 
lhinl of the screentng Is White clapboard A lamce eovers the porch foundations. Five wood steps wilh o me1al railing lead up 
to the screen door. Beyond are the wood and glass, singlc-enttJ doors. 1\•o op<:.-n porch decks with simple 4" x 4" and 2" x 4" 
hnndrnlls and suppons lead to the renr doors. 

Toword the center of lhci front facade, each unit hai; u large one-over-one light double-hung window. Above these windows tllld 
nbovc the front doors are smaller double-hung windows with one-over-one lighlS. TI1ere arc two casement windows for each unit 
located in the shed donner. The building's gable ends hove randomly spaecd windows of various sizes. 

The building has a gabled dark gray shingle roof. The gable is broken by a shed dom1er on 1J1e southwt:St side that is shnrod by 
both units. TI1c roofc11ves overhang obour 2' aud arc closed at the bottom with t" x 3" ma1ched siding. Ench unit has a sm~ll 
brick chimney near the center of the building. 

lotertor Description 

The interiors of the dupleit units inside Building 18 arc similar with natural. medium oak color woodwork and two-pnnel doors 
with o square panel on the bottom and larger panel on the top. Most ro()ms conlalu n picture roil located one (oot beluw the 
ceiling. Walls and celling nre paint~d or plastered. Ench unit has a fir~plnce set within a niche on the side of the main stairway. 
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Building 19 i5 a two-story duplex building thai is oriented to the southweSI. The foundntion is of poured concme painted gray. A 
wid11I"x12" hori7.ontal board is at th11 bnse of clapboards, just above the foundation ond has a simple I" x 2" shed board ntop iL 
Tho duplex is a wood frame with white horizontal clapboards of 4\1," exposure with I u x 4" vertical comer boards. 

A single screened porch, which is partitioned down lhe center, runs across the fronL The center portion of lhc porch that is in 
front of both fro al doors is covered with a flat roof. It is supported with large squan: white columns. The porch bas at ilS front 11 
irio or IO" square columns with applied I" x 2" molding at the faces with a simple cnpitol composed of 11 Oat horizontal board at 

the top and crown molding beneath. Tho porch handrails have 1 Y.." x IY.." square plaln balusters about 4" on ccoter. The scrttned 
porch doors are reached by four wood steps thai span between the two white columns. 111c remainder of the porch has a low hip 
roof with exposed raOerS. rt is supported at the con1crs by triple wood columns connected with a trellis. 

The front doors arc wood with glass panes. The windows arc six-<iver·s~x light, double hung. wood sash windows th:lt Ille 

painted black. Above the doors at the second Door 1s a double, narrow, four-over-four light ush windows. Large windows an: 
located to tile side of each entry door at tho first fioor. 111cy consist of a wide, multi-lighted. double-bung window wnh narrower 
double-hung windows on either side. Above these two major windows at the second tloor arc two, six-over-six light, double­
bung windows. Plain, wide, wood frames surround every window. The window trim is simple l" x 6" flat boards with wood drips 
at lhc top. Tho window spacing and size vary but most windows are in pairs. 

Tho building is topped wnh a medium hip roof with a ftat top. ·111e roof is covered with dark gray composition butt-edged 
shingles. The front and back roofs roch hove two half-round dom1cr, "ith windows within the hip. The roof caves overhang 
about 2' nod ihe rafter extension hnve 11 simple diagonal cut at the ends. Rafter extensions are a full 2" wide snd are spaced 16" 
on center. The exposi:d rafters are painted white. 

Interior Description 

The interiors of the duplex units inside Building 19 arc similar with c:upeted Doors and plastered walls covered with wnUpaper. 
The main stairway tn each unit is open and encb unit has a fireplace with brick surround, a reddish brown tile bearth and columns 
on each side of the flrcplncc Columns nre nlso on ench side of the dining room enuy, Thu dining rooms olso have a built-in 
cab incl. 

BuUdlng 20 Quartermaster's Storehouse 1895; 1938 addition 
ContrlboHng I DOE 
Architect: Henry C. Koch Style: Utilitarian 

Ext~rior Description 

Building 20 was c:-0nstructed in 1895-96 A second section to lhe aast "as added m 1938. h is a mulnpurpose wurcbnuw. g4n1gc 
and maintenance-shop building. The building is acruall) 1wo rectangular buildings connec1cd by a nMrow passage. 

West Section: 

The western section is four stories in height including a basement level nnd 11 'h-Slory anic. The ground level on the south side is 
at the second story level [tis constructed of multi-toned, cream, common-bond bnck wilh no headers. 
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On lhe western facade, al lhe lowe.~l level, are lhree garage doors lO the left. They have wood-paneled overhead doors that have 
one or two.rows of" indowpanes. On the right half is a metal 11nd glass ~rsonnel door covered with a fixed mewl awning. 
Fa.rther to the right ore three windows and o window opening with a louver. 

The soulh fACade has hays separated by auached brick pilasters, which enclose a series of double-hung windows with cllipticnl 
heads, stone sills and brick piers between. Al the third floor level nre single. clliplicul-he<id, double-hung windows boarded up 
wilh a composition of materials. Centered on this facade, a pilaster extends up the center of the fonner to the roof peak. with 
windows on either side of it. Some of the pairs of windows hiive been infillcd with more recent windows of glass block with 
ventilating units in them. ·me windows are located in a partially broken paltem around the building at the second and 1hird floors. 
The fourth-floor ga.mbrcl end has only two windows. All the windows are four-over-four lighl sash windows with elliptical brick 
arches and stone sills. 

TI1e roof is of a gambrel shape. The cave has n very simple com ice with an ogee molding nt tbe edge. Centered on the south 
facade is a hirgc donncr with a g11ble roof. A multi-toned brick chimney rises llbovc the roof slighUy off cenier to the south. 

We:i t Tnterior Description: The flooring In the wesl wing is nBITOW maple that hns ~n mos1ly covered with resilient tile. The 
walls are brick and ceili ng is exposed wood. 

Ell.'lt Section Exterior: 

1nc east section is also of crCflm brick that is o slightly different color than lhc west section. Above the second level i$ a cut­
stone, horizonlal band that sicps out from the facade of the building about I" The east section has three levels on the i.oulh 
facade. This facade h11s a concrete loading dock, and a railroad spur along the side of the building. The roilrond ttacks run about 
SO' to the south oflhe south facllde. 

Th• north fncode is similm- in trco.tmeot t<> the south foc:ade except for lhc overhead panel doors 01 the basement level. On the 
nonh fncado is a low concrete loading doek with a pair of doors. rile south facade has square windows. Each window has an 
awning-sash section 11nd fixed-sash section. The rest of the windows vruy In size nnd shape but all nre double-hung. 

There is o. flat roof on this building and a stone coping 11bou1 6u deep at the top of the Jlltrapet. 

East Section Interior Descripllou: The east section nnd connecting link have concrete floors and ceilings and painted brick 
walls. 

Building 37 Quarte rs 1902 
Contribuling I DOE 
Architect: Unknown Srylc: Vernacular 

Exterior Description 

Duildm@ 37 is a rectnngulllr three story single-furn ily house. The fotmdation is of concMe bloek with a te><tured face. Some o~ 
appear to b<.: i:ither poured concrete or plBSter over the concrelc block. The foundation is painted green. Above the foundntion 
is a water 1nble board with a sloped top to shed water The house Is wood frame construction anti is finjshed In white narrow 
clapboards of about 2W' exposure The comers ha"e I" x 6" vcnical boards. 

The building hus a protrudmg one-story screened entry porch 1hu1 is covered with a shed roof. The porch Is wider than the cntty 
door and is not centered on it. The porch door 1s to the left and reached b) flvc wood steps. The remainder of the porch has an 
interior, white, wood railing. The foundntion of the porch is covered b) vertical I" x r wood slals. The fTont Clltrance door 1s 
wooo and glftS!I. The b~ck of the house has a two-level enclosure 1hat is covered with n shed roof. The oru1 011 rhe lrft i< nnPn 
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with a square column in the comer and cove brackets supporting the cornice beam. To the right is a clapboard-enclosed section 
with a single, double-hung window off center on the e11St facade. 

There are several types of windows on the house. Each pediment hAS a four-sash window. A cove molding extends over these 
windows. The two windows on each side oflhc front door are larger, single-paned. double-hung windows with rectangular, 
mullioned transoms. The second floor windows are double-hung with three vertical llghL~ in the upper port and ll single light in 
the lower part. On the moin Hoor, the windows are double hung with a large light in the lower sash and six vertical lights in the 
upper section These windows occur on the south facade and lhe west fa~dc. The remammg windows are two-over-one light 
sash windows. All the window sashes are painted black. Windows have aluminum combination b"torms. Window trim is I" x 6" 
flat lrim with no omamentntlon. 

The building is topped with a gable roof. A cross gable extends 10 the center of the fronl facade. All the gables fonn pediments, 
as the cornice encircles the entire structure. The roof is covered with light green composition shingles There are two tall 
rectangulnr chimneys wilh concrete caps !hat have belln plastered over and ~painted brown. There is lllso a brick chimney that 
rises above the roof at the right rear. 

Buildiag 39 Governor's B owe 1867-68 

ContrlbutiD.g I DOF. 
Arcbil~ct: Edward Townseod Mil Style: Vlctoriao Italianate with Queen Anne modifications 

:Exterior Description 

Building 39 is the Medical Center Director's Quarters. It is an irregular shllped three-~iory house that has been finished In a 
variel)' o f matuials. It exhibitl< many of the charackristics of the Victorian ltalianato style. The first two floors are constructed of 
ere•m brick in a running bond pou..-m with no header course. Above the ~econd floor level Is a wide overhang cornice, extending 
nboul a foot at the west, and above this is lhe gable covered in fish-scale and convex-edged shingles with alt~nuuing bands of 
horizontal bun shingles AU the wood siding and shingles are painted whi1c and the trim is p:Unted a cream color. The lhird floor 
is hidden beneath the steep, gabled roor, the major portion of which extends front tu rear. There nre wings on either sid11 near the 
rear. They both bave cross-gnble roofs. A paneled garage door is nt lhe basemen! level in the rear oftbe building This is reached 
by a blacktop parking area wilh coocrc1e retnining walls. A turret is localed on the nonhwest corner. lt is bel<Jlgonlll in shape and 
is copped with a hexagonal tent roof. The turret rises above a large corner bay. To the right of tho corner bay is a smaller, thl\:e· 
sided window bay tho.t extends two stories and ends with a flat cntablaturc. On the east facade is a five-sided brick bay. 

The mam enll)' is through an enclosed winterized porch. The porch is a large rectangular porch !hat ext.ends from the fro11t facade 
back to 1hc rear wing at the right. It is one Story in height Square, wood columns will1 spanning arches create bays in addition to 
supporting the flat roof deck topped with white railings. llte front side of the porch has two ba)'-s, and ii extends back threo bays. 
The bays have been filled in with a foot high concrete wall and windows. Each bay bu lhrce hinged windows topped by fixed 
transoms. Origmally, 1he windows were only screens. The entrance door, which is a wood and glass door protec1cd by a screen 
door, is at the center of the left bay at the front. Only two concrete steps rise from grnde, but the steps arc flanked by lstgc Dower 
planters. The colum0$ on either side of the door have carnage-lantern lighu. The mtr entrance is enclosed by a one story, brick 
enclosure with a hipped roof. ·rue enclosure hos a small , almost square, double-bung window. Three concrete steps lead up to the 
re;ir door on the north. 

The center windows on the wc:st bay arc fixed single-pane wmdow~ with large half-elliptical tnmsoms. The west end gable 
has two tall four-over-four light double-hung windows lhnt have scmi-circulnr nrched window heads. 1 here is borizomal stone 
coursing lbat conllnues under groups of windows, particularly on the west ba). The first Ooor level ol lhc north facade has a large 
single pane window. At the second floor lt:vel are two elliptical double-hung four-ovcr·four light sash "indows that an: wooed 
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is circled with a projecting brick course which extends out from 1he face of the brick aboul 112" On the portion of the east bey 
pnrallel to the west wall nrc elliptical arches with soldier course brick that top a pair of windows. Flanking them are toll double­
hung windows with ellip11cal arches. Ce111cn:d at the second floor level of the bay is 11 lurge single pane window about os wide as 
1he two windows belo" The window has a lcaded glllSS transom light with ahstrACI flonil motifs set within a half round ccnler. 
Some sections of the glass are cranberry and amber colored. Tbe remaining windows throughout the residence are basically 
varying sizes ,,f one-over-one double-bung window~. 11te windows are covcr~d with combination aluminum stonns. 

The gable roofis a covtred with dark, charcoal grey, composition shingles At the eave line is a cove shaped bracketed cornice 
extending out about a I V2'. There are two ccntrolly IOCllted Ill II brick chimneys. On tho east facade at the roof edge is o tal I, cross­
shnped brick cblmney lhRt is painted green and it bas n concn;lc cap. 

lnrerior Dt~eription 

·nic main stairway of Building 39 is walnui newel post and handrail with white painted balusters. There are fireplaces, all with 
marble surrounds and hearths, in the living room, dining room and srudy. Most of the hardware in Building 39 is original, 
including some porcelain knobs. Most floors are carpetw and walls plastered with wallpaper coverings. 

Building 41 Ward Memorial Hall 1881; 1895-97 NRHP 
An:hitect: Benry C. Koch Style: Victorian Gothic 

Exterior Description 

Building 41 is Ward Memorial Hall. The two.story theater has n pnniol basement but no accessible attic. Tbe building is 
ba.~ically a rectangulill' shape with the main entrance foc:ing south. On thll cast side there is a small wing projection U$ed for 
backstage passage. On both 1hc cast and west sides ncur the front Is o small bay used for stairs. There is nn entry pavilion in the 
front bet\\ ctn !lie bays. 'lltere ls a.Isa an im:gular one-Story wing on the west toward the rear of the building used for backstage 
dressing focilities The facade is multi-toned brick and tile. The brick work is two-toned cream brick. 111erc are also several inset 
red tile diamond motifs in the brick work. llorizontnl bands of single, double or triple brick also occur In red Hie. Dentil-typc 
corbelling in brick is located under the eaves of the two south~m bay e)(lenslons. 

A one-Story veranda "TllPS Ql'OUnd the front, east and north sides of the th enter. It confonns to the many planes of the focath;. II 
is constnJctcd entirely of wood, ttnd has a hipped roof. The roof is supponcd by square, decorative columns with chamfered and 
finred capitals col1lllining simplified leaf patterns. n iey are spanned by fancy open-lattice railing. The vcrllll<Ll apron is a fine 
lauice paneling. The wide main entrance opening is crowned with a clipped gable roof in the vcnmda. The main steps are very 
wide and have sixteen wood risers. The two side openings with st ups have o small open gable with ornate bracing. 1110 veranda is 
supported on square brick piers thnt are covered entirely with vertical I" x 6" matched boards on the ouL~ldc. Spanning the piers 
is a limicework screen trimmed In 1" x 4tt boords at the sides and top, and I" x 8" bo.'trds at the bonom The porch decking is 
tongue a11d groove I" x 6" boards Porch tnm work is now painted brm~n. 

·1 he main entry is centered in Ilic pavilion on the soull1 side of the building. The entrance doors ore double doors pa11cled in sbc 
vcnical panels. The doors are n:cessed about 3" within three brick arches and have ir;msoms above them l\vo similar brick 
un:hes with windows nnnk the doorway. Over tl1c entrance and nhove the veranda roof is on ohlong stone with carved letters 
spelling "WARD MEMORIAL HALL" in n1ised block lettering. Metal fire escapes extend from the balcony level al the east Md 
west side_~ of the building. Ooe lends din:cll) to the grade "here there is no porch. and the other, on the e~t. extends through the 
roof of the porch onto the porch level. 

On the south facade centered over the door are four, two-over-rwo light sash windows with stone lintels. Above them is a large 
Palladian window. At the top s..~tioo of the cencer section of lhc Palladi:ul "indow !ITC Slllin.:d-glass sections. On the south-focrng 
\\all of each side bay at the second floor level is a bull's eye window with decorative. r~d brick bo.ndin.11 nrn11nn it Th~ win,!"w 
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on the east bay Is composed of four glass sections. The one on the west side is covered with plywood. The main sei of windows 
on !he side rue at the second story level. They are tall, evenly spaced six-over-six light sash windows topped with elliptical, 
leadcd-gl11.'!.~ windows mullioned in a diamond pattern. An elliptical brick arch tops each one. The openings al the first level are 
similarly space but are occupied by wood panel doors nnd six-over-six light sash windows. The windows have red tile inset ill 
dccorativ~ motifs o.t wmdow heads and radiating voussoi.rs. A lW'!.le smiocd-glass window is located on the east facade above the 
porch roof. It depicts General Grant 011 horseback. 

The building is topped with a Steep gabled roof that extends front 10 rear. Smaller g11bles extend over the left and right wings. 
Shoner polygonal hipped roofs project over tl1c front side bays. The roofs are covered with green composition shingles. The front 
gable has a tri-tone checkered brick po.ttem in the peak. All oftl1e gables have decorative, carved stone parapeis with finials at the 
tip. The west wing of the building bas 11 hipped roof lending ID a large, corbelled chimney about 8' high with inset and protruding 
brick patterns. At the peak of the main roof are two circular me1~l ventilating units. Early photographs show very utll chimneys 
on the building but they have since been remowd. 

Interior Dtscrip!to11. 

1111: interior of the Ward Theater is frescoed in New Renaissance style, chlll"8cteriud by round arches and symmetrically placed 
windows. The ceiling, divided into panels, was originally decorated with pcncock plumage that was covered with blue sheet 
mctAI elliptical shel I during an 1898 renovation. The th enter has 11 stepped floor to the orcheslra level and steeply stepped balcony 
ot the rear. BoK seats, framed with omrunenlal plaster columns and cornices, line both sides. and both stories, of the auditoriwn. 
There is 8JI enclosed projection booth in the balcony. Choirs are plywood on cast iron Most hardware appears original A 
Sollders Home emblem was painted at the top of the proscenium by WPA workers during The Orea I Depression. These workers 
also painted Wisconsin scenes on asbestos sound tiles in lhe back of the theater's main floor. 

Building 43 Hospital Annex 1923-33 
Contributing 
Arehltect: Unknown 
Style: ColoniJll Revival (Yctcran:i Adminlstratloo "ArcWtrctu nil Set") 

Esterior Description 

Building 43 is a three-story building with half of U1e basement 11bove grade. The foundation level is random coursed split-face 
stone. At the water tnble is a l' wide carved stone course running horizontally with a large ogee molding at its base. The building 
is of red, terracotfJI colored, non-textured brick, laid runnlng-bond pnttem with a header course every sixth course. There is 
a decorative stone horizontal band similar to the water table stone work located at the centers oflhe recesses surrounding the 
windows. The top of the parapet has a stone trim. There is a one-story wing extending to the northwest oftbe building tbOI has a 
concrete foundation and a flat roof. 

The main entrance of the building is up a half level and is reached by ten granite steps. A projecting flat roofed pavilion 
surrounds the main entrance. Between the massive squl!J'C column~ supponing the roof are solid stone balustrade with cut Stone 
topping. Each bulus1I11de is about two feet wide. The pavilion floor is poured concrete. The ceiling is textured pl11S1er. A p¢nililn1 
light fixture in a lantern shape bangs above the cndnce door. The door is surrounded by simple stone trim flush with the face of 
the brick work at the sides and altcmntmg brick :ind stone coursing at tile head. The door frame is encircled by n decorative stone 
bond about 6" wide with styll1cd floral work al the buse. Above the entrance door is a 'low arch with n kcyston~. The entrance 
doors are frame.less glass. A sign above the pavilion at the pamp<.!t says "Hospiml Annex" in metal lettcn., block lettering. Above 
the pavilion at the cast facade of the building is n projecting section that hn~ a gabled parapei with carved stone coping at the top. 
A second cntra.nce to th<: b11ittlinP f11ce~ nnrthl\nQ1 Ir h1.1.., •'"'"" n .. "' ......... 1 .. ..... ,: .. ..-. , ............ ..:-:--1 • •• .. • • •• -· 
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a pressed metal ceiling at the entrnnce and decorative meial com ice work nt the sides of the ceiling. The ceiling is comprised of 
rectangular panels of various motifs. TI1c edges of this roof have meta l, ftornl cresting and are bent out of slmpe. 

The first and second story windows nre set in re«Sses in the brick that encase six pairs of double-bung, alum in um windows with 
tnmsoms spanning ~ch pair of windows The transoms have grey panels inside them. On each side oftl1e main doors are n pair 
of double-bung windows with a transom spo.nning ench set of two windows. TI1c wing also hns double-hung windows some of 
which are in pairs. Some windows have transoms with solid panels above them. On the east facade above the entrance at the 
fourth floor level is a single double-bung window with a stnnc, eyebrow lintel with n keystone ftusb with tl1e face of the brick. On 
either side nrc two deep-set, circular windows with keystone at the four comers. and rad iating brick set on t ad. Ail the windows 
hove natural finish aluminum sashes. All the windows are later replacemenLq to the l 932 originals. At the roof level of the centml 
section of the building is a fourth floor topped by a hipped roof of dnrk grey cooiposition shingles. 

interior Description 

A main corridor runs the length of Building 43, with open stairs in the center nnd on both ends of the corridor. Interior doors llJld 
frames are metal, v.11lls are plaster and noors are covered with n:silient tile. 

Building 45 Power Plant 1895 

Contributing/ DOE 
Architect: Unknown Style: UUlit~rian 

£nerior Oescripdon 

Duilding 45 is in the shape of o "'r' wilh the base slightly off center. The wcst"L"-shapcd por1inn is three stories high. 
TI1e foundation is poured concrete with a rough-cut stone bnnd where the foundation meers the wall The bemng walls are 
constructed of cream brick in common-bond coursing with headers every seventh course. 1lu: waits have engaged brick columns 
that form bays. Two bnys have double, barn wood doors in pla¢c of the pair of windows. 

There are two window openings per bay along the sides of the building.. These are tnll four-over-four light, double-hung windOl\S 
with elliptlcnl brick arches and stone sills. At the second level on me ends of the building are shoner but similar windows that nrc 
one per bay. Above the windows nt the sides are recessed brick pnnels. On the north fucade al I the window openings nre bonrdcd 
up. The tllrce-sto:ry ~ction al 1hc west has smttller pai111 of windows al thrtt levels between engn.ged brick pilasters that fom1 
thrtt lllfic panels on the south racade. Many of tl1e windows ore boarded up. The smaller windows located around the top are 
Rued with six pmes, nnd paired. 

The easter!) section h8$ ;i gabled roof with a few gabled cupolas tbat ba\'c side louvers. The wesi wing hns a smal~ founh-ftoor, 
penthouse machimi room. The roofing is green composition shingles. One chimney s111ck is concrete and the other chimney t>l tl1e 
west is brick. 

Interior Description 

lhe southern section of Bullding 45 has n brick floor. tho rest of the floors nre concrc111. Walls nre pnintetl brick. A steel roof trus.~ 
system supports a wood roof dc:ck. The upper floor of the building contains a 20-foot diameter turbine used to genernte power 
~ weU as the accompanying sw1tcbboard TI1e west wing contains some coal hoppers. The V.A utilizes some space in the lower 
west wing for salt storage. The Power Planl's 1922 smokestack, listed in the 1992 Notional Register applicntiou, was demolished 
by the V.A. in tlie mld-1990s. 
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Building.~ -19 and SO llR virtually identical. They are rectangular two-story duplexes with attic$. The foundations are brick that 
hnve been painted grey. The bearing walls are wood frame construction lhal are covered in 4!1,'' exposure white clapboard. 

A single screened porch runs across the entire front of each building. The porch is divided in half by 11 partirion having beveled­
cdge, vertical bonrds with latticework on top. roside the SQteen is a white balustrade. "Ille balustrade is comprised of grooved 
I W' square balusters sp:ic.ed about 9" apart. The porch decking is 6'' wide tongue Md groove boards. The porch posts are turned 
wood columns. There is lonicework underneath the porch decking. The screened entry doors are located 11t the out:side edges of 
the front as arc the main front doors beyond. The entry doors arc wood with multi-poncd window. At the center of the rear of lhe 
building is a shed roof cxmision containing two paneled doors with screen doors. These extensions are covered with marched I" 
x 4" vertical boards. 

All the windows lU't tall. double-hung. one-over-one lighl sash. Double windows are located on both units on the first level 
between the front doors. A single window is ~entered over each duplex at the front on the second floor. Near the center at lhu anic 
level are two small square windows that hnvc be<in filled with wood panels. Window treatments on lbc sides and rear ore similnr 
but the placement is asymmclrical. All the windows a.re covered with nluminum storms. 

The gnmbrul roofs extend the length of the buildings front front to rear. The roofing on lhe gambrel roofs and shed roof 
extensions is light grey composiuon shingles. The eave trim is crown molding on a vertical board abom 1 O" deep. Tho square 
chimneys are red brick with A concrete cAp. 

Interior D~rlptloo 

Both Buildings 49 & 50 have semi·open staircases off the dining room llm1 have turned balu~lers and double newel posL The 
front doors have a single lower panel and twelve light windows on top. The windows hllve t1at wood aim, and ceiling and walls 
are pauned plaster. 

Building 57 Cemetery Reception House 1900 
Contributing I DOE 
Archltect: Unknown Style: Utilitarian 

Exterior Description 

Building 57 is situated at a tum in o road on the nonhwcst edge of Wood National Cemetery. It is a small one room, one story, 
oetngonnl-shap.:J building. The b~e of the structure is poured concrete. The exterior walls are composed of c11st concrete block 
laid in regular courses. £11cb rough faced block has on incised line dividing the block into a larger rectangle and a long narrow 
rectangle. Thcsic are laid with narrow reclllJlgle on the bottom and then, alternate!). 01 the top of the block. 

The north side hns a white, flush wood door with o lnrgc, modern aluminum kickplote. Thr~o sides each have one screened 
double.hung window. The windows ha~e a black painted sash with a single light o.bovc and below and Hat "hite painted trim 
They are covered on lbe inside with plywood. Tue windowsills and lhe lintels arc poured concrete. 

lbe strucmre is covered "ilh a tent roof The roof is seamc:d me~I. which 1s painted green and bas a ball fi11ial at the top. The 
cornice at the edge of the roof extends out about 8" and hos a molding underneath \\here ii hits the concrete block. A small bri,;;k 

• t • • 
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Building 60 Garage 1938 
Contributing 
Architect: Uokuown Style: Utni1llri11n 

Exterior Ocscriplloo 
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Building 60 is a rwo-bay glll1lge located directly east of Building 39. The b3y doors each have three vcnical panels with four 
light windows al the top. 11tc doors and trim a re painted white. TI1e garage hos a shed roof covered willt composition ro II roofing. 
The interior has a concrete foundation and structural clay tile walls. 

Building 62 Quarlen 1922 

Contributing 
Architect: Unknown Style: Colonial Re•ivlil (eatul't'J 

Exterior DelOcriplion 

Building 62 is very similar to Building 19. A porch stretches across the southwesterly facing facade. The porch has "X"·shaped 
latti~wol'k between the comer columns, which are arranged in seis of lhn:e.s. The porch has a low gable roof at its center. On 
the gable end of the porch arc 4Y:" exposure horizontal clnpboanls The porch decking is I" x 4" tongue and groove boards. Five 
risers lead to the porch deck from grade. At the rear left side is a ~eries of three casement windows with sil<·pano sash. fhc back 
doors have open deck wood porches. Lcru:ling 10 each porch arc four wood steps. The porch decks are pointed green. 

The entrance doors on the from oflhe building have 1wo horizontol panels at the bottom and n nine light glass section al the top. 
On either side of the door Is n grouping of rhree windows. There is n huge eight-over-eight light double-hung window rhat has 
two rail four-over-four light llllrrOW windows flanking ii on either side. The fronl also has a six-over-six double-hung window on 
11 very shallow bAy. The rear of this bui lding hns various sized windows either single or in groups of two or duce. 

The main roofis a hipped with a flat section nt the top. Diagonal cut raftcn. support the C11Ves. The roof has round donners with 
windows. On the front facade is a chimney with corbelling at the top and a concrete onp. 111c chimney is made of a dark butf 
multi-colored brick. 

lllterlor Description 

The~ are two s1aitwuys in Building 62, a main staircase off the living room and a lllllTOw, winding staircase lcadingbom the 
kitchen. l11ere is o fireplace set into a niche next to the main staircase. Most rooms hove piclUl'O rail loCAtcd about one foot below 
the ceiling. Ceilings and walls nre plnstcred. 

Building 64 Garnge 1938 

Contributing 
Arehitcct: Unknown St) le: Utilitnrln.n 

Exterior Description 

Building 6-1 is a sb.-ba) garage located behind Buildings 18, 19 and 62. Th1: six ba) door.; each have three venical panels with 
four light window~ ttl the top. 1 he doors and lrim are painted whi1u. The- garage has n shed roof covered wilb composition roll 
rooting The interior hns a concrete foundation and structural clay tile walls. "ith "ooden wall stall dividers 
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Building 73 G11rage 1935 
Contributing 
Architect: Unknown Style: Utllha.rian 

Exterior Oescrlptloo 
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Building 13 is a two-bay garage located behind Building 16. The two hay doors each have three vertical panels with four light 
windows at the top. The doors nnd trim arc painted wl1ihi. The garoge has s shed roof covered with composition roll roofing. It 
has a concrete foundation and structural clay tile walls. 

Building 74 Gange 1938 
Contributing 
Architect: UokJlown Style: UtllltnriJul 

Exterior De5criptioo 

Building 74 is a six-bay garaboe located direc1ly west of Building 17. 1be bay door$ each ba\·e three vertical p311els with four light 
windows at the top. The doors and trim nrc painted white. The ganige has a shed roof covered with composition roll roofing. It 
bas a concrete foundation and structural clay tile walls. 

Building 75 Cemetery Com.fort Station 1928 
Conrributing 
Arc.hlt<:ct : Uulwown Style: UtUIUlrllln 

Exterior Description 

Building 75 is a public restroom, located southwest of Building 57, in Wood National Cemetery. ii is a wood rrame building 
covered with white horizontal cement asbcsios siding and plain white ttim. The doors are !lush wood that has been painted white, 
The building is topped with a hipped roof, which is covered with green roll roofing. 

Building 81 Garage1935 
Con.tributing 
Arcltltec:I: Unknown Siyle: Ulillrorian 

Exterior Desc.riptioo 

Building 81 is a two-bay g3J'118e located northeas1 of Building 4011nd west of Lake Wheeler. The boy doors eoch have three 
vertical panels with four light windows ot the top The doors and trim are palmed white. The garage bas a shed roof covered with 
composition roll roofing. It has a concrete foundation and structural clay tile walls. 
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Bllilding 114 Garage 1938 
Conoibutin~ 
Archilecl: Unknown Style: Utllltariat1 

Exterior Description 
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Building 84 is n seven-bay garoge located behind Buildings 49 and 50. l'hc seven buy doors each have three vertical pM1els with 
four light windows at lhe top. The doors and trim are painted white. The garage has 11 shed roof covered with composition roll 
roofing. It hns a concrete found111ion and sttucrural clay tile wall~. 

Duildln g 95 Garage 1938 
Contribuling 
Architect: Unknown Style: Utilitarirui 

Exlerior Description 

Building 95 is a eight-bay gllnlgc located northwest of Building 14 and soulh of Building 96. ·1 he eight bay doors each have three 
vertical panuls with four light windows at tlte 1op. The doors and triin an: painted white. 1l1e garage bas a shed roof covered with 
composition roll roofing. It has n concrete foundation and structural clay tile walls. 

Building 96 Garage 1939 
Contribuling 
Architect: Unknowo Style: Utilitnrinn 

Exterior De~crlption 

Building 96 is a 16·bay garage located dirc.::1ly north of Building 95. The 16 b:iy doon; each have three venicaJ panels \'irh four 
light windows nt the top. The doors nad trim are painted while. The g=ge hllS n shed roof covered wi1h composition roll roofing. 
It has a concrete foundnlion nnd strucrural clay tile wnlls wi1h wooden wall stnll dividers. 

Building 97 Paint Shop 1938 
Contrlbutlni,: 
Architect: Unknown Style: Utilitarian 

Exierior Description 

Building 97 has cream brick exterior bearing walls and is covered ,,;th a Har roof. II is located north of Paint Shop Road dircctly 
cnst of Building No. 20. A parking area off of Workshop Road 1s to lht: north and Building No. T-107 is to the cast. 

Building 99Garage1941 
Contributing 
Architect: Unknown Style: Utlli!JlriaD 

Exterio r Ducriptlon 

Building 9<J is a five-bay garage locat.:d behind Building 20 The live bay doors each have tlir~e \•ertionl panels with four light 
wiudows at the top. rhc doors and trim are painted white. The garage hllS n shed roof covered with composition roll roofing It 
h.is :i (()ncrelc fouad1111on nnd strucruml cln) tile w;ills \\ llh wooden "all stall di\'1ders. 
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Building 102, Laundry 1955 
Contributing 
Architect: Unknown Style: Utilitarian 

OMBNo.1024-0018 

N~tional Soldiers Homo Historic District 
Milwaukee, Wtse0ns1n 

A flat-roofed red brick building on 11 concrete slab located south of the rAilroad tracks on Luke Wheeler Drive. The approximately 
4, SS I squar~ foot building has 2 loading docks Md bays 8s well llS two-~tory front office section (encompassing approximately 
735 square feet). 

Buildings T-105, T-106, & T-107 Quonset Huts 1947 
Contributing 
Arclill~t: Unknown Style: Utilltarian 
These Maint.ennncc Ciroup storage sheds are 20' by SO' half moon-shaped strucrures built from corrugated steel U1 World War U 
milltacy style. 'Inc Doors arc concrete. 

Buildings T-ll4 & T-ll9, Quon.~ct Huts 1948 
Co11trlbuting 
Architect: Unknown Style: Utilitarian 

The Maintenance Group storage shed (T-114) and the Cemetery Tool House (T-119) are eDCh 20' by 50' blllfmoon-sbaped 
suuctures built from corrugated steel in World '¥ar 11 miliuuy style. The floors are concrete. 

OBJECTS 

I) Blkn Mo11umeo1, 1941 
Cootributlns; 

The bronzo Hiker Monument is a mt:morial to U .s. Spanish-American War veterans, Department ofWtSConsin Camps and its 
Auxilillries in 1941." The bronze statue depicts a soldier holding a rifle facing Building 43. h is set on a square stone base about 
3' high and 4' per side. The stone base is set upon a concrete slab about 12' square with four low wo.lls at each comer. Inset in 
lhe base is a metal plaque stating "the Volunteer, 98" The inscription reads: "He stood al the curb reflecting as the boys were 
marching by, he heard the drums 1111d saw the flag and a gleam wa.~ in bis eye ... TullS the universal spirit with the boys of98."16 

2) Fount11io, 1870; 1934, 
Cootributlne 

The fountain is located directly across General Mitchell Boulevard from the entrance to the Main Buildlng. ll is l!lllde up of a 
cireular basin from the center of which rise.~ a pedestal, which suppons a female figure Ii fling an um over her head The fountain 
is tho oldeS1 landsoopc furnishing which remains on the grounds. It is similar in style to the ! 9th-century fountain created by 
Caspar Hennecke Company of Milwaukee for the original Milwaukee County Courthouse 
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J) SoJdicrs aod Sailors i\l onumcnt/Ccmetery ~lonument 1903 
Contribuliog 
Al"\:hitecl: Unknown Style: (commemllve sculpture( 

OMB No. I 024-0018 

Nationnl Soldiers Home Historic District 
Milwnukee, Wisconsin 

The Soldic111 and Sailors Monument is an obelisk fonn topped with a bronze ligur.: of a Civil Wnr soldier at reSL lliu monumen1 
sllmds 65 feet tall upon a 12' by 12' New England grnnile base and weighs 85 tons. Fourteen cannonballs are stacked in pyrBmids 
al the cut out comers of the base. 

SITES 
l) Wnod N:itloonl Cemetery, 1871 
Cnnoibutiog 
Wood Na1iomtl Cemetery is a SO. I-acre federal military cemetery, dedicotcd May 22, 1871, located on the grounds of the 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, running between the eastern edge of the distric1 's main cluster of his1.oric buildings end lbe 
western boundary <lfthe medical center grounds. The majority of the Cemctel)-, 41 I acres, rests within tbc boundaries of tbc 
National Soldiers Home Historic District The largest section of the in-district ponion. 36. J acres, lies along the western border 
of the: historic district, west of the main cluster of buildings. Approximately 5 additional acres ofWood National Comelery rests 
within the district but across 1-94, north oftbe main cluster of buildings, along General Mitchell BouJevard. Combined, the two 
in-district sections of Wood Nalional Cemetery ho"" mo~ than 30,000 upright. white granite headstone grave nwlcers. An 
ndditional 9 acres of cemetery, featuring some 6,000 newer, Oat granite headstone grove markers, rests OULiidc of the Nationnl 
Soldiers llome Historic Dislrict, south ofAuildings 102 and 40 and north ofN. Washlng1011 Drive, along lhe medioal centers 
southwest boundruy." 

All of the contributing historic cemetery buildings lie within the National Soldiers Home Historic District, including t!1e 1900 
Cemetery RCQepdon House (Building 5 7) nnd 1928 Cemetery Comfort Station (Building 75). The 41. I ocres of ccmotery 
whhin the district ls home to more than 30.000 groves, which ere visible from nearly every building in the district. l!ach gnivc 
is numbered and bears the name of the veteran buried there, dnte of death and dates of military ~-ervice. Graves in lhe district 
mark the final resting places of veterans !Tom the War of 1812 up t!l lhe current wnrs in Iraq and Afghanistan." Additionally, 
the Cemet11ry features eight bronze plaques witb verses of the poem ''The Bivouac of the Dead,'' disploycd on ~tone mounts ond 
scatten:d throughout the Cemetery. Other cemetery plnques include two bronze tablets presented to the Na1ional Home in 1881 19 

One displays the Geuysburg Address; t!1c other, the Declaration of fndependence. 

2) BJstorlc Archeological Sites, 1989 
3 Cootrlbutlni: Sites 

Three historic =beological sites h3ve bttn excava1ed within the district grounds.'"' In addition to yieldtng 1111ifucts pertaining to 
prehistoric life in the Menomonee Valley in which the National Soldiers llome HJstoric District is located, two of the sites have 
yielded many veteran and hospital related historic item~ from the bi.Storie distrie1 's period of significance. 

One of the historic sites is lcx:~ted along the historic district's northeastern edge ofthl! bluff boundary wilh Miller Park Site D 
is" 40-meter by 15-meter site, l!lcatcd t:aSt of the l>owdcr Magazine end north of Building 2, 01111 ridge just eas1of11 parking lot 
arcn. Excova1ions uncovered 17 historic items mcluding a late 1800s kaolin pipe stem ond pn:-20th century lead bullet. Site C is 
11 50-metcr by 20-meter site, located on a small ri~ across the railroad tracks to the south of Building 97 !ln 1he wesi side of Red 
Arrow Road. Excavations uncovered 8 historic items, including late 1800s glass, enrthcnware and a small bullet cosing. 

3) The Silurinn Rock fuef, J83-I (Nlll,) 
Contributing 
Contributing This 400 million year old, Intact ocean fossil reef is a Nationnl Historic Landmark. Discovcrl!d in 1834. lhe 20 
meter wid~ reef spans 120 lllctcn; 11long the districl0

b ci1stem bounda.J)' '~ith the baseball stadium parking lots. 
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Inventory 

OMB No. I 024-0018 

National Soldiers Home Historic District 
Milwaukee, Wi~consin 

(DOE: rcsowces mlll'ked as such were included In the National Rcgisrer (\fllistoric Plnces Determination ofEligibili1y Jaouary 9, 1980) 

VA Building Historic NMJc Date Eligibility 
Status 

Building I Head<iulU'tors Building (DOE) 1895·96 c 
Building 2 Main Building (DOE) I 867-69; 1876 c 
Building 3 Wadsworth Library (DOE) 1891 c 
Building •I Social Hall (DOE) 1894 , 2004-0S c 
Building S Barracks (DOE) 1884 c 
Buildin.I! 6 Hospital (DOE) 1879 c 
Building 7 Barrackls (DOE) l888 c 
Building 11 fire EnQioe ~ & Quanrn (DOE) 188'.l c 
BuUdinA 12 Chapel (DOE) 1889 c 
Building 14 Calholi~ Chaplain's Quoners (DOE) 1909 c 
Building 16 ProtCSlllDt Cbapl3in 's Quarterl(DOE) 1901 c 
Bulld!ng 17 SUT&eons' QWll'lCl1l (POE) 1887, 2004-0S c 
Building 18 Quoners (DOE) 1916 c 
Buildio!I 19 Quartets (DOE) 1921 c 
Building20 Quancnna:ier Storehouse (DOE) 1895; 1938 c 
A~ilding 37 Qwuter5 (DOE) 1902 c 
Oulldlnt. 39 Oovemnr's House (DOE) U68 c 
Building 41 Ward Memorial Hnll (N!UiP) 1881; 1897 c 
BuOdlng 43 Hospital Annex 1932·33 c 
Bulldiog4S Power Plant (DOE) 1895 c 
Building 49 Quartcn (DOE) 1908 c 
Building SO Quarters (DOE) 1908 c 
Buildlnl! 53 Powder M&il2ine (DOE) 1881 NC (I) 
Building S7 Cemetery Rttception House (DOB) 1900 c 
Building 60 Garage 1938 c 
Building 62 Qulll'lers 1922 c 
Building 64 Olnge (Buildings I 8, 19,62) 1938 c 
Buildina 73 Garage (Building 16) 1935 c (2) 

Building 74 Gmgc (Building 17) 1938 c 
BuildiH 75 Cemetery Com fon Stauon 1928 c 
Building 81 GArage 193$ c 
(luilding 84 GIU'Rgc (Buildings 4?,50) 1938 c 
llUJldm& 93 Garage {Building 37) 1989 c 
Building 95 Garage 1938 c 
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Building 96 GaroR• 
Building 97 Paint Shop 

Bu!lding 99 Goroge (Building 20) 

Building I 02 Laundry 
Dullding 107 Engineering WatthOU$o 
Building I 08 En11inccring Shops 

Building 112 Power Plant 

Building J 19 Incinerator 
Building T-1 OS Quonset Hut (Englntt<ing S1or.ige) 
Ouildlng T-1 06 Quonse1 Hut (Supply SU>rage) 
Building T-1 07 Quonset Hut (Suooly Storage) 
Building T-114 Quonset Rut (Storage) 
Building T· I t9 Quon'et Hut (Cemetery Tool HOU$C) 

OBJECTS 

Hiker Sbituo 

Fountain 
Soldiers and Soilors Soldiers 1111d Sailors Monumcn1 
Monumeni 

SITES 

Wood National Feder.ii MDiWy Cemetery 
Cemetery 
Luke Wheeler Recrcouoo Site 

Silurian Reef Geological Fomuuioo (NlfL) 

Historic Archeological Sites 
Site A 
SiteB 
SlteC 

OMB No. 1024-001 8 

National Soldiers Home Historic District 
Milwaukee, w·isconsin 

1939 c 
1938 c 
1941 c 
1955 c 
1957 NC(3) 

1957 NC(3) 

1964 NC(J) 

1973 NC(3) 

1947 c 
1947 c 
1947 c 
19-18 c 
1948 c 

1941 c 
1870; 1934 C(4) 

1903 c 

1871 c 

1876, 1966 NC(6) 

NIA c 

1989 (S) c 
J9S9 (5) c 
1989 {S) c 
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(I) The fonner Powder Magazine is in mins 1tnd is non-contributing due ta the loss of arcb.itectural integrity. 

(2) Building 73, the garage for Building 16, is dmd to 1953 in Engineering Files; however. it' 11ppearan~ is identical to the 
other 1930s garnges. 

(3) Buildings collSll'llctcd after 1955 do not qualify as contributing resources under National Register of Historic Places 
guidelines, and Ibey do not foll within the period or significance for the National Soldiers Home Historic District, 1867 
-1955. 

( 4) Repaired and remodeled in 1934; ,\fl/waulree Journal, November 6, 1934; the fountain is can tributing as it has be\:n a 
landscape feature from the CRrliest ~riod of significance of the historic district. 

(5) Though the cxca"ation dates or the an:haeological sites do not tit within the SO.year para.meters of the National Register of 
Historic Places guidelines, !he sites are contributing resources because the artifacts contained within them are ofbistoric 
Gignil\conec in lhn1 many of lhc hi~orlc 4rtifacl.'I so-fur unc:11nhcd arc from lhc period of slgnifioancc of the National Soldiers 
Home Historic District. 

(6) This artificial lake first appeors on site maps in 1876, though an exact time of itS construction is not reported. It is the only 
remaining of four llltitlcial laktlS constructed for recreation nnd trnnqulllty on the grounds In the late 1800s. In 1966, it wn.q 
moved SO lo 100 feet north from its oriainal site iu order to build Bulldlng 111 . 

Endnotes 

I Board of Managers of the National Asylum for DISa.blcd Volunteer Soldiers, Proc£edings, December 7, 1866, p. 7. 

2. Milwaukee Sentinel, May 18, 1867. p. I col 4. 

3. Milwaukee Joumol Se111tnel, July 16, 1995, p. 8A. 

4. Bo:ird ofMllltagcrs, Annual &!pcm/Qr 187S, pp. 27-211. 

5. Milwaukee Smrfnel, August 23, 1879, p. 8 col. 1. 

6. Board ofMllltogers. Proceedings. September 30, 1883, p. 794. 

7. Board of Managers. Annual &port/or 19/0, p. 137. 

8. Bonrd of Managers, Proceedings, November 17, 1888, p. 208. 

9. Mlh•auhie S1111inel. April 28, 1889, p. 12 col. 2. 

10. Board ofMnnngcrs,Annuo/ Reponfor 1881, p. 26. 

11. Board ofManagers. Proceedings. September9, 1891, p. 430. 

12. lbid. 

13. Bonni of Managers. Proceedings, April I 7. 1895, p. 61 I. 

14. Inland Arr:h1tec:1 26/1, August. I 895, p. 10. 

15. Engineering Files, Veterans Affairs Medicnl Center, Milwaukee. 

16 Boru-d ofMru1ag~rs, Proceedi11gs, 1908, p. 287 

17. Engincenng Files, Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Mzlwoukee. 

18. Cornp~rison of 1889 and 1819 photographs in Photo Souvenirs of Northwestern Branch in the files of the director of the 
Medical Library, Veterans Affair. Medical Ctnier, Milwaukee. 
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30. Milwaukee Joumal, November 6, l 934 (Scrapbook, Mcdi<:<1I Library, Veterans Affo.irs Medical Center, Milwaukee). 
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32. Milwaukee Joumat, May 26, 1941 (Scrapbook, Medical Library, Vcl~nms Affairs Medical Center, Milwaukre). 

33. Clement J. Znblockl Vctc.mn'sAdministrotlon Medical Center llistoric Preservation Plan, Janu3ry I, 1992. (Archcolugy 
Report on Sire Evaluation Studies at Three Prchisloric Sites by Bliznbeth D. Benchlcy, Ph.D., University of Wiscoll!lin· 
Milwaukee ArchaeologicaJ Research Laboratory.) 
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JS. Milwallkee Journal, September 21, 1941 (Scrapbook, Medical Library, Veterans Affairs .MediClll Center, Milwaukee). 
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40. Clement J. Zablocki Ve1era11 !i Administraria11 Medical Center HimJric Pre.sen'Ot/011 Plan, January I. 1992. (Archeology 
Report on Site Evnluation Studies at Three Prehistoric Siles by Elizabeth d. Dcnchley, Ph.D., University ofWlscousin· 
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Inventory ofDemollsbed Bulldlnes 

Natioolll Soldiers Home Illstorlc District 
Milwaukee, WISC¢nqin 

(DOE: l"CSOU1':CS demolished since the Notional Register of Historic Places Detell'Tlination ofEligibility Januazy 9, 1980) 

VA Bulldtng llistor!e Name Ollll: F.rccred Bligl'olllcy 
Swus 

8uildingl 4 Water Me~r House 1888 (I) 

Building 40 Greenhouse (DOE) <Demolished c. 1994) 1924; 1928; 1936 (2) 

Building l<M Flagpole (DOE) (removed) 194S {2) 

Buildinl! I 06 Smokestack (DOE) (Demolished, c. 1994) 1922 (2) 

( I) Rcsoun:e is not visible and could not be located; date given in Engineering Files, Vcierans Affitirs Mcdil;al Center. 
Milwnukec. 

(2) The smokestack and greenhouse were dcrnoli$bed by the V.A. between 1993 and 1996. Eniiineenng records did oot note the 
dan:s oftbeftD8J>Ole removal or 8l1J'118C (Buildings 81, 95 lllld 96) demolitions, though the nagpole was last used in the late 
1980s. However. all the aforementioned structures are non-contributing due to the loss of their architccturul integrity. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

National Soldiers Home Historic District 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

111e Northwc.'>tem BrBnch of1lu: National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers is be ing nominated to the National Register 
of Historic Places under National Register criteria A and C as n district of potential nationru significance. Research designed to 
assess the district's potential for nomination was undertaken using the National Register categories of areas of sifljlificance of 
Social History, Hc:alth/Mcdicine, Politics/Oovemmem. and Architecture. The Northwe&icm Branch of the National Home for 
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers Historic District is nationally signifioant under Criterion A as an intact collection of resources which 
documents the origin and evolution of the care of disabled veterans as o nnlional program of the Pedel'!ll government from the 
immediate post-Civil War era through the creation and esuiblishment ofihc Veterans Administration in 1930. 1 be hist0ric district 
is nationally significant under Criterion C in demonstrating the evolution of institutional buildings for the= of the disabled and 
aged in the la.ttcr pA11 of the nineteenth century and early twentieth ccnu1ry, 

'I he historic di~trict is truly unique in th!! United States because, of the original three federal soldiers homes/hospita ls, it is the 
only V.A. site thnt re1ains its original villD.ge setting. The nineteenth century recuperative villnge setting - believed neces541)' 
in the J 800s to enable "etenms to be integrated back into society- still stands "'ith the post office (in Building I), library 
(Building 3), recreation haU (Building 4), theater (Building 41), chaJll:l (Building 12) 1111d recreation an:as like Lake Wheeler, all 
SUITOUnding Old Main (Building 2), lhe bospil81 building (Building 6) and housing oorrncks (Buildings 5, 7). Most visihly, lbu 
historic district i~ rhe only V.A. site in lhc United States that still has its original home, Old Main, sumding intacL 

The care, domiciliruy and service buildings in the historic diotrici also uniquely mirror !In: changing federal and medical thoughts 
on care and n:habilimtion. For C)Ulmple, the site was originally established for soldier recuperation 1111d to house: soldiers wbo 
could not return to society. By the 1880s, growing concerns in the general medlcal community about caring for the ntttion's 
elderly coincided with an increasing aged and infirm vet~run soldier population. ln 1884, the U.S. Congress, reacting in part 
to lhc notion's conCC!ms for L111: elderly, enacted a National Home board-driven recommendation to allow vercrans who were 
disabled by old oge or diSC1Sc to enter the home. Historic disaict building.~ soon reflected the thoughts behind that mandate and 
incn:ased .societal desires for improved and expanded elderly care. In 1881. building mod1ficatio11s included insmlling 11n elevator 
!Or the Home building (Building 2). Theo, nfter 1884 and beginning with bnrrncks (Building 5), no bnrr11cks or domioiliaries on 
L11c grounds were built Wier thnn two stories high. As the aging veteran group continued to grow, oJJd lhc conceplS of gerintric 
rneJicine expanded. barrack styles were eventually modified to include a kitchen-dining facility so residents would not have to 
tra•el far for meals. Additionally, as medical needs increased in the late 1800s Md early 1900s, so did on-grounds housing for 
stnlT Quarters for stalfwcre built surrounding the\ illage setting. Many iitlll stand along roads leading in10 the main village, 
including houses for surgeons (Duilding 17), chaplains (Bui ldings 14, 16) ond Home staff (Building~ 18, 19, 37, 49, SO). 

Outbuildings also reflected evolving and expanding beall11 care by addressing the changing service and support needs of hospital 
and home. for example, a need to modernize the district with heating and lighting w113 met by the completion of the power hou•c 
(Building 4 S) in I 895. The stone quartermaster house was built that same year to accommodate a growing demand for supply 
storage. Additionally, the National Home consU'Ucted garngcs in the 1930s to house I.be service U'Ucks and automobiles that had 
replaced horse-drawn carriages and wagons. Growing storngu and mnintennnce needs wurc again addressed in the 19~0s wben 
Quonset Huts were built 10 accommodate post-World War II service increase~. 

Furthermore, many buildings In the historic district embody a range of architectural styles and were designed by promine01 
archnects, including Edward lownseod ML"< and Henry C. Koch. The historic district includes one of the few examples of 
Ru~kinia11 Victorian Gothic architecture in the Midwei1. 

The national significance of the historic district is not confined to the \\alls of its recupernt1\e village and building~ hO\\.cver A 
slgnifii;aiu part of the lustoric value of the National Home sth: hes beneath the granite hcad>tones in Wood Na11onRI Ccmetel), 
designed by famed landscaper Thomas Budd Van Home who b:ised upon his design of the Nationlll Cemetery at the Gettysburg 
bA1tlcfieJd_ Established in 1871 , Wood National Cemetery is second in size of federal military ccmc1cries only to Arlington 
National Cemetery in Washington, D.C. The cemetery is the linal resting place for ve1ernns wlto served in every American 
\\ar from the War of 1812 through toda} M11~1 notable are the graves of tl1ousan~ of Civil War soldJc,,,, including members 
of the famed 54th Mnssachuscn~ Voltmteer lnfantrv (the first federal African Americ.,n nni• ,..,.,.,;,~ti;" •h• N ... ~M •· ··-•1 --
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graves of U.S. Colored Troops !Tom Wisconsin and four Medal of Honor recipients. Additionally, cemetery-related buildings 
within the historic district reftcct the changing burial needs of die Home and burial !Tends in the country. Construction of 
cemetery reception/comfort buildings in the early 1900s reflcct1..-d the trend to offer shelter lllld comfort to the grieving. The 
1903 construction of the Soldiers and Snilors Monument, as well as the placement of cemetery plaques, followed veterans' 
desires to recognize and honor those who had served before and with them. And, construction of a cemetery office building 1955 
(demolished in the early 1990s) reflected the need for space to di~cuss burials with fam iii cs and the growing trend to offer pre· 
planning of arrangeml!nts with veterans themselves. The building also addressed the histocical desire to make cemetery records 
accessible for research. 
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Ilistory 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

National Soldi~is Home Historic DiStrict 
Milwaukee, ';\riscon~ln 

The National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers "'118 established by nc1 of Congress and ,.,;th the sigoacure ofPresidcn1 
Abraham Lincoln on Mnrch 3, 1865, to provide care for volunteer soldiers who bad been disabled through loss of limb, wounds, 
disease, or injury during ser"ice in the Union forces in !he Civil War. The Nationlll Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers was 
called the Notional Asylum from the original legislation in 1865 until Congress changed the name In 1873. TI1c tenn "asylum" 
Wl!S used in tl1e nineteenth century for institutions caring for dependent members of society, such as the insane and the poor, who 
suffered from temporary conditions 1hat hopefully could be eurcd or corrected'. TI1c use of the tem1 indicates that the original 
planners had onticipnted a t~mporary use of the in~1ilution by the veternos. The original intention of the Asylum was to cnn: for 
veterans until they were restored to health, or retrained for new occupations if unable physically 10 n:turo to their pre.war jobs. 
The goal of the Asylum 'vas the n:tum of the disabled veteran to civilian life; once oil the veterans had been served, the Asylum 
would cease to exist. 

From the Revolutionary Wttr through the Civil Wnr, 1he small number ofvcterons of American wars hod three sources of 
&ssistance from the Federal governmenL The vasl amounts of lo.nd wider the control of the governmcnc wcro offered to veterans 
o.s land grants for their support after service. TI1e land grant system also b<:nefited the governmem in encouraging vetera.m and 
their fiunilies 10 seulc in undeveloped territories of the new nation. In 1833, th.c Federal government established ihe Bureau of 
l'cnsions, which made small cash poymenrs to veterans; ihe low numbers of the veteran population and the more attractive offer 
of free land kept U1e pension system relatively small until after the Civil War. 

lhe Federal go\'Cllllllenr had established military homes in the first half of the nineteenth century that served as models for the 
creation oftbe National Asylum. When these militory homes, the United Stoles Sailors' Home and the Notional Soldfo.rs' llome, 
hod been plt1nned, European military asylums such os the Hotel des Involldes in Paris, bu ilt io 1760 by Louis XIV; the Royal 
Hospital 111 Chelsea. designed by Christopher Wren in 1682; ond the Royal Naval Hospibl a1 Greenwich, a 169·1 reworking of an 
unfinished royal palace. ~ere considered as models 

lne United Sl8tcs Navy had been authorized by Congress to establish a pemianent 5heltcr for its veterans in 1811 , with 
construction eventually being undertnken io 1827. The United Stoics Soilol"li' Home, located in Philndelphia as o port of the navy 
yord, was occupied in 1833. Admission was lirnited to sailors who had injuries or infirmities resulting from nnval service, which 
prevented them from contributing to their support' The idea of a similar instiruti.on for the onny W11S raised by the secreuuy 
of war, James Barbour, in 1827, based on the initia1ive previously taken by the navy'. In his anrnml message to ihe Pn.-sident, 
Burbour argued that such an institution was good policy in mnking eorccr service more ortroctivc through the provision of an 
asylum for disabled and aged soldiers: in addition, the nation owed a debt of gratitude to ilS defenders. ln I 8S I. legislation 
introduced by Jefferson Davis, scruu.or from Mississippi and fonner ~rt!tory of war as well as a gradwue of West Point, was 
enacted by Congress and funds were appropriated for the creation of the United Swtcs Soldiers' Home.1l1e Soldiers' Home was 
open lo fill men who were regular or vo lunteer members of the army with 1w~nty years service and had contributed to Its support 
through pay contributions 

When the Soldiers' Home was being organized in 1851 and 1852, it wa.~ intended 10 have at least four branches with its 
organization and administration based on 1he ttmty's command stmcturc nnd staffed with regular anny officers. Tiie Soldiers' 
Home was mnnuged by a board of comm issioncrs, drawn from active-duty officers; each branch bnd o governor, deputy 
governor, and secn:tary·trcasure; the mcrobers were organized into comp30ies and the daily routine followed the military 
schedule; all members wore unifonns: and workshops were pro' ided for members wonting or required 10 work' When the 
Norional Asylum for Disoblcd Volunteer Soldiers wos l>ciog organized in 1866, Ilic National Soldiers' Home assisted !he 
Asylum's board by explaining its regu lations and orrering suggestions'. 

The Ci' ii War was the firsl c.~periencc in !he bJStory of the United Swes thJU was truly national in the involvemcnl of its citizens 
and in the nnpact on daily life in communities in both the north o.nd the south The Civil War was a war of volunleers, both military 
and civiliHil. Very early in the war, it became clear to social le11dcrs in the North that new pro&fllms were required to deliver medical 
cMC 10 the wouud.:d lx:yund what was ovoilable through the officilll militory structure. The leading tivilino organiiation \\as the 
Un11cJ Stat~ Smiw;• Commission, "hich had secured penniss1on from PMident Lincoln m the summer of 1861 10 deli' er medical 
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supplies to the battkfront, lO build adequate field hospitals sWfed with ~olunteer nurses (mostly women), and to raise funds to 
suppon the comm.ission's p~. As the war continued, civilian leaders began to address the issue of caring for the large number 
of veterans who would require nssisumce once the war ended. TI1e Saniuuy Commission favored the pension systc;n1 ntther than 
permanent insti1utiorutl care for the disabled veteran, fearing that a pennonent lnstin1tion would be notliing more tlum a poorhouse 
for veterans'. Other groups w-as strongly In favor oftheC$Ulblishmc:nt ofa soldiers' asylum as the Saniuuy Commission was 
opposed to !he concept. Both RJOups gathered information on Europe1111 military asylums, particularly the Hotel des lnvalides in 
Paris, to use in either opposing or supporting 1he creation of a disabled voltmleer soldiers' nsylum•. 

The victory oflhe Union was seen as 1he triumph of the nation, and the creation of a national institution io serve th~ defenders of 
the Union was an alfumation of that national victoiy. At the lime of its creation. the supporters of the National Asylum probably 
bad On1) limited awa.rcness ofU1e number of veterans "'ho could potentially become members of the National Asylum. The 
number of troops, which fousht for the Union would have indicated the potentilll membership: over 2,000,000 men, a third of the 
while men of military age (13 to 43 years old in 1860), served in the Union o.rmy9• lfthc number of men who w1:re disabled in 
service through loss oflimb, wounds, or disca.~c equaled the sixth that died in the war, the number eligible for admission to the 
National Asylum would have been over 300,00010• 

Even with the c.tablishment of the National Asylum by Jaw in 186S, the institution experienced difficulties m being realized. 
The original corporation charged with itS orgaoi:talion could nor secure a quorum after a year in existence. In Marc:h 1866, new 
legislation replaced the 100-member corporation with a twelve-member board ofmBDagers." This group had to select sites, 
commission construction projects, and dcsianate local officials while sef\•ing as unp:Ud volunteers or 1111 independent Federal 
lll!ency. The managers of the Asylum looked to past models and local efforts to guide the creation or the new instirution. 

The origins oftbe Nonhwcst1,."TT1 Branch oftltc NBlional Home can be found in relief activities in Milwaukee, which resulted 
in the creation of n local soldiers' home in J 86S. TI1e Milwaukee Ladles Ass<)ciation had b11en fonned in October, J 861, as rut 
11uxili1UY of the Chicago Branch of the United States Sanitlll)' Commis.,ion. By December 1862, membership in the Milwaukee 
organization was so large th.at it split !mo two groups based on the location of members' ~idences, becoming the liast Side IUld 
the West Side Societies. In October 1863. the Easl Side Socieiy reorganized i1self as ihe Wisconsin Soldien;' Aid Soc.iety, and 
to0k over the funner associallon'b relationship with the So.nilllry Commission. lo March, 1864, the West Side Society reorganized 
as the Wisconsin Soldiers' Homu Society, ooncentrari11g primari ly on providing services at the IOClll level to returning soldiers by 
providing meals and lodging in rented qllllrters in downtown l'Ylilwaukec. 

The Soldiers· Home Society received ilS charter from the Wl~in legislature in February 1865, as well as a gra.ot of SS,000 
for the purpose of erecting a pcnnaneat facility for the relief of soldiers. In the spring of 1865, the Lady Managers of the 
Home Society organized a fair to raise funds for the purchase of a site and the conslruction of the Wisconsin Soldiers' Horne. 
The Soldiers' Home Fair was held between June 28 and July 6, J 865, and succeeded in raising over $100,000 for the Soldiers' 
liome". By October I 86S, the Home Society hnd pun:hMc:d a 27-acre site on the far "'est side of Mllwnukec for $12,000, a.od 
had begun de\ eloping plans for the construcrion of a building. 

TI1c Board ofMancgcrs of the Nutioaal Asylum met for lhc first time in Washington, r>.C., on May 16, J 866. The principal 
concern of the boArd was the selection of site.~ for the !lm!e branches of the national institution, based on geQgraphic distribution. 
They established criteria for site evaluarion· 11 healthy site with li~h air and ample Wllter supply, located 3 to S miles from 11 city 
on a tract of at least 200 acres, connected to the city by a railroad'>. The Board issued a bulletin to newspapers and to govemors 
of the northern states requesting proposab for sites to be donated or sold for the purpose of erecting branches. Proposals were 
due by June 20,J 866, with all sites to have been inspected by a member oflhc board before July 12. In nddition, th~ Board 
advertised for plans, specifications, and cslirnatcs for the constructioo of asylum buildings. 

In the second meeting of the Board in July 1866, Ueorge Walker of MUwaukee presented a Jetter from the Lady MM11gers of 
the Wisconsin Soldiers' Home offering SI 00,000 to the 'Board as a donation for locating 11 branch of the National Asylum in 
Milwaukee". Colonel Walker hod made the offer of the Lady Managers' donation of th~ Wisconsin So Idlers' Horne funds and 
property to the Board of Mu1iag.:rs of ihe National Asylum in July 1866. TI1is action had been preceded by difficult negouat:Joos 
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in Milwaukee ln June 1866, between the Lady Managers and the all-mnle Executive Committee oflhe Soldiers' Home Society. 
The women rejecred Walker's proposal, arguing thn11hey had worked 10 raise funds 15J)eCifically for a Wi~nsin home for 
soldiers, and that they already had a site and had p11rclmsed building material. The men of the Executive Committee argued 
thar more soldiers would be helped through a naiional asylum; subsequently, the Lody Maoag;:rs accepted the dix:ision of the 
Executive Committee and Colonel Walker was aulhorized to make his offer to the Board of Managers". 

At the Scprcmbcr 6, 1866, meeling of the Board, the managers accepted propositions for lhe purchllSe of a b31licrupt resort at 
Togus, Maine, as the site for lbe Eastern Branch; the investigaJion of sites for the Centro! Bmncb in Ohio; and the inspection of 
sites in Milwaukee for the Norihwestcru Branch". 

Colonel Walker died before the December 1866, meeting of the Board, and was replaced by Dr. Erastus B Wolcon of 
Milwaukee. At the December 7, 1866, meeting of the Board, the Executive Committee armounced !rs approval of locaung 
3 branch in Milwaukee. l11c committee was directed by tbc Boord to return to Milwaukee to purclrnsc a site and to make 
omingemenrs for the conslruction ofosylum buildings and lbc transfer of veterans currently L1ouscd in the Wisconsin Soldiers' 
Home in Milwaukee, operated by the Lady Managers of the Home Sociery11• By tbe April 4, 1867, Board meeting, a 400 atcre 
tntct west of Milwaukee hnd been purchased from klllessrs. T>•cedy, Mitchell&. Co." for $77,00011• The '!Weedy and1'litchell 
site had existing farm buildings to which the first members wcru reloooted from the Wisconsin Soldiers' Home on May 1, 186719• 

·n1c selection of the sites for the three brnnches was based "on three motivations: practical, poUtionl, and ecooomk. First. the 
Board needed a site thOl llOuld be used immediately before the second winter after the war arrived, ond before the time of the 
NovembeT 1866 elect.ions. l11e Togus site, having been a re son, had enough and the appropriate type of bui !dings for housing the 
disnbled veterans. The Central Branch site at DnytOn satisfied the powerful Ohio faction in Congress, as well as the numerous 
Union generals from Ohio, particularly WUliam Tecumseh Sherman. The Northwestern Branch al Milwaukee had been an 
economic success for the board, which had received a large cash donation from the Ladies Managers, enabling rhe Board to 
purcht!Se a site and have funds left to begin consuuclion. 

TI1e cstllblishmont of the Nortl1wcstcm amncb covers the period from U1c site design ~1rough the construction of the first major 
buildings: the first Hospit31(Building52,1867-<iS/demolishcd in 1960s), the Governor's House (Duilding 39, 1867), tbe Milin 
Building (Building 2,1867-69, 1875-67), and the Secretary and Surgeon's quruters (Building 38, 1867/demolished in 1985). AU 
other building,; from this period wen: ancillary stn.icrures (gate houses, tool sheds, small framo quarters, stoblcs) and have been 
demolished. The two oldest buildings on the site ore the Govcmor's House (BulldiJ1g 39) and tho Main Building (Building 2); the 
buildings are the oldest rl!moining structures built for !he Nalional Home on any of the former Notional Home sites'°. 

The site for the Northwestern Branch is on tbc wcs1em edge of Milwaukee's "Menomonee River Valley," named for the 
Menomonee Indian Tribe thnt once lived lhere, nlong the creek that winds into nod through the Northwestern Branch grounds. 
The site hsd b1:en assembled from a number of furn1s that belonged to sevcml promlnent Milwaukee families. Of !be 375 acres, 
o third belooged to John L. Mitchell, a twenty-five year old forn1er 1icu1cn11nt in the Union army who was tbe son of Alexander 
Mitchell, one oflhc moSt powerful businessmen in Milwaukee. Alcx.and1:r MitcheU had been the president oftlte Executive 
Committtt of the Wisconsin Soldiers' Home Society, which hod convinced the Lody Mnnagcrs to offer their funds and property 
to the Board ofManagcr:s of the Natlonal Home as an incenli•c to IOC3te o branch in Mllwaukec. lvtitchell had been o director 
of the Milwaukee & Mississippi Rai I road, which had been constructed in the early I 8S0s through the futw1: home site: he 
had purchased large tracts of laud along the right-<>f-way, which I.hen had been mortgaged to misc funds for investment an the 
railroad. TI1e Milwaukee &. Missi:>sippi Railroad wns going through bankruptcy in 1867, and Alexander Milchell, as prlncipnl 
stockholder in the Milwaukee & SL Paul Railroad. was in the process of absorbing the failing rail line. The second largest parcel 
in the traci belonged to John II. Tweedy, another of the Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad directors and o long-time business 
es.ociate of Alexander Muchell. Dr Erastus B. Wolcott, the loc31 mnnngcr of the National Home's Board of Managers, who hod 
been responsible for selecting the future site of lhc Northwestem Branch, hRd been fl director of the Milwaukee & Missi~sipp1 
Rollrood with Mitchell and 1\veedy.21 

The Milwaukee :>ite "115 served b) the railroad and b} two ma1or roads l~'lldmg west from the ctt). Grand Avenue on tho! north, 
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which ran along the north side oflhe Menomonee River valley, nnd Elizabeth Avenue (later Ntilium!I Avenue) on the south which 
mn on the south side or the river vnlley. 

The site was situated on the bluffs at the west end of du: river whl're the river rums from the northwest to How co.st into Lake 
Michigan. The bluffs on which the Home was to be constructed ho.d been the site of geological investigation by Increase A. 
L.apham, one of the first scienti!>IS in the Wisconsin Territory. 'Ille elevation of the site made it n prominent location and offered 
extensive views of the surrounding countryside. The site hl1d wnple water supply in four small spring-fed lakes, nnd liu: soil was 
suitable for rann.ing. panicularly on the Hat terrain at 1.he ba5e of the bluffs on the cast side of the site. Existing farmhouses on the 
site allowed immedia1e occupancy by new Home members iransfcrred from the Wisconsin Soldiers' Home in Mny I 867. 

Work on the grounds bt!gan in Ma.y I 867, when the Board-appointed landscape gardener, Thomas Budd Van Home arrived in 
Milwnukcc to determine the plan for the Home site". The architect for the original buildings nt the Northwestern Branch was 
Edward Townsend Mix, 11 locally prominent architect who ha.d worked for ~veral of the families representod in the WtSCOnsin 
Soldiers' Home Society". 

A~ the fil'!ll buildings ot the Northwestern Bronoh were b<:ing completed, the Boan! ofM11Itagers acknowledged the rapid Increase 
in membcr:.hip by concentrating building efforts as the Cenual Branch, and in rebuilding facilities at !he Eastern Branch, which 
had been destroyed by fire in I 868 Even though membcnJ1ip had increased in the first few years tho Asylwn was open, the 
Donrd felt membership would soon begin to decline. The Board based this opinion on the belief that any velcnl.11 who needed 
tho Asylum hod already entered it Bnd liiat, as members rogttlned their hC1tlth or learned new work skills, they would leave the 
Asylum. In 1868, the Board adopted 11 resolution that limited the number of branches to the thn:.: existing ones,.. However, 
problems wilh construction of die Main Building at the Nonhweswm Branch and concern over the harsh winters a1 both the 
Northwestern and Eastern Branches l~d the Board to open a fourth branch in 1870, Ill a site in a warmer cllmntc, with cx.isting 
buildings available for immcdin1c u~e. 

The Southern Branch of the National Home was e5tablished in Octo!M:r 1870, with the Board's purchase of the Chesapeake 
remale College at Hampton, Virginia". The reuse of existing facilities for o Nationlll Home branch followed the precedent 
estnblisbed four yeim e.Arlier with the purchase or the Boolo resort nl Togu• for !he U..~cm Brnuoh. TI1e Suutllem Branch was 
cr.:ated to provide a fo.cillty for older members In a milder climate, to house black members who lite board felt would be more 
accustomed to a sowhem location, and to be nssociatcd with Fort Monroe. adjac~'Dt to the new branch site. 

f.ven though the Board had realized that the member populBtion was aging, requiring changes in the original mission of the 
Home, and that membership was increasing, it WM reluctant to expand the physical plnnts of the Home branches. lncrca.qc in 
membership was felt to till short term, and evcntll8lly the numbers would decrease with an increase in death rate due to the 
effect of age on disease and disabiliiy16• The managers felt tho.I the immediate incrc.'lse in members could be BCoommodated 
with temporary convenion of ex.isting buildings to b31Tllck usc21• On Jenuary 23, 1873, Congress passed a resolution changing 
the name of the institution to the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, reflecting the increasing pemianence of the 
Institution and its membership. 

Major building construction pro;eel!. began aJ the Nntional Home braochc~ in 1875, in pan to provide more housin&. bul also ro 
provide ho~pital facilities to meet the changing medical needs of the members. For the most part, ex.pans ion wns concentrated 
on the Central Branoh with little activity at the other three branches. Io 1875-1876, the Rdditioo of comer towers on the 
Main Building at lhc Northwestern Branch were completed 115 a pan oflhi: overall reworking of the building which had been 
undertaken under General Edward Hincks between I 873 and 1876, to correct problems in the original design and constructlonlt. 

Early construction included tJ1e establishment of 11 federal 111ilitllry Clll11Ctcry, the Soidicrs Home Cemetery, on the Northwestern 
Branch grounds in 1871. to the west of the mllin building.~ . In addition. p:irk and rccrcBtion areas were set up on the grounds 10 

the 1870s·l890s. By 1876, there were four andic1ol ponds 01 lakes on the grounds.11 all but one of which bas since been filled 
in. Most significant 10 recreational histOl)' aJ lhc National Home was Lake Wheeler, oumed in 1938 after Colunel Conmelius 
Whceler'o, governor of the National Home from 1891-1914. As early tlS 1876, tile laklS contained an island lighthouse, a "man· 
high" windmill and rented rowboats for paddling excursions. Evcntu:tlly. the lake featured two stone pedestrian bridg~ end a 
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founlain. ln 1966, when Building 111 was constructed, the four-foot deep lake was n:Jocated from ihe building sile 10 Its curTCnt 
location, approximately I 00 feet north of the originnl lake. In addition, constniction ofB 52.290-acre Soldiers Home Play Field, 
begnn in the 1870s. The site eventually housed o soccer field, ihree hardball diamonds, 13 softball diamonds, five tennis couns 
llrul a field house in ihe w-ea thal has since become Miller Park bllSCball !il4dium and parking lots. When membership waned in 
ihe 1950s. lhe National Home donated the Play Field acreage 10 ihc Cicy of Milwaukee. Mlller Pork baseball stadium SJJd Helfaer 
Pork now stnnd on the fonncr Soldiers Home play field. After Ward Memorial Hall was built in 1881, adjacent railroad tracks 
helped to bring more than 60,000 Milwaukee residents a year to the grounds to join veterans for recreation ond entertainment at 
the theater, ot ihe Play Field nnd throughout the grounds, \\ell into the early 20lh Century." 

In July 1877, Dr. WolcoU presented the "need" for more accommodations und an addition to the Main Building dining hall n11d 
kitchen nt the Northwes1em Branch, as well as the "wnnt" for a memorial ball to provide a libmry, reading room, ond store.'2 The 
removal of the library and !eliding room, and recreation facilities to a separate structure would have allowed for more barrack 
space in the Main Building. Bot11 motions were denied by the Board. Very linlc construc1ion took place 111 any of the branches 
dunng I 877, although the bulk of what work was done was al the Central Brnncb." 

Aller almost ICll years in existence, membership at the Nonhwestcm BrMch had inc.used from 212 (absent and pre$Cnt) in 1867 
to 1,307 (absent and present) in 1877, with a very small decline to 1,299 in 1878". The member population had incrcnscd si,~ 
fold, but Ilic facilities 01 the bnmch had been expanded only twice witi1 tho conversion of the dnncc hall in 1875 and the addition 
of four towers to !he Main Building in 1876. TI1c 1867-68 hospitol remained the only medicol facility at the branch c~co wilh the 
increased medical needs of the aging member population. 

ln the late 1870s and through the 1880s, the National Horne lu1d to meet chnllenges ot all the existing branches. As the demnnds 
on the Home continued to grow, the Board of Maruigers chose to establish new branches: the Western Brnnch at wvenworth, 
Kansas, in 1884, and the Pacific Branch in Santi Monica, California in 1888. The period is significant in the history of geriat.ric 
medicine because increasing awareness of the medical personnel of the physical needs of the elderly and of the opponunitics 
for the StUdy of chronic disease~ rutd the aging proce~s Al the Nonhwcstcn1 Branch, the period from 1879 to 1889 wu one 
of growth In membership and in the cypes and number of buildings required 10 care for the members. As the members aged 
nnd required more medical lrC&tmunt, a new hospil81 was erected (Building 6, 1879). More members required more barracks 
(Buildings 5, 1884; 7, 1888; and 9, 1888/dcmolished 1972). The recreationnl and chapel space i111he Main Building was not 
adequate for the increased population, so on nn1use:111en1 ball (Wnrd Memorial Hall, Building 41, 1881) ond a chapel (Building 
12, 1889) were built. The incrc~ed need for medical services mnde it necessary for physicians to live on !he grounds; duplex 
quarters wens built for 1he SufiCOns (Building 17, 1887). 

ln l879, lhc Northwestern Branch wos authoriud to build a bakery/qu3rtem1aster and commissary storehouse (Building I 0, 
demolished 1940) and a new hospital (Building 6)». 111e contrac1 for the design of the hospital \\cnt to fl.eury C. Koch, a 
Milwaukee J1rchitec1 who designed more thnn 300 buildings during his 40-yearcaNer from 1870 to 1910. Koch's proclico 
overlapped 1hat of E. Townscnu Mix. Mose of the work done nt the Northwestern Dmnch in 1hc 1880s was designed b)• Koch. 
Al the December 1880 meeting. the Board heard a request from the Northwestern Branch to fund the con~lructioo of 11 memorial 
hall, using a mix of funding sources from the Ward, 1he Store, end the PostHumous Funds". Henry C. Koch, having completed 
the hospital at 1he Northwestern Branch only n year before, was ownrdcd 1h1; contract for the design of the Ward M~rnorial Hall 
(Building 41) in early 1881. 

!'he Ward Fund was significant for lhe projects it supported at most of the branches, particulru-ly for the consuuc1ion ofthcat~rs 
ond oulrurnl nctiviiy buildings. Thu fund came from the estate of Horatio Ward, a Virginia bnnker who hud invested in nn 
assortment of state bonds before the Civil War, nnd bud moved 10 London at lhe outbreak of the war He died in London in 1865, 
\\ ith a provision in his will, dated Decemb<.'1' 9, 1865, leaving approxim3tely SI 00.000 in stat<: bonds to tbc "National Soldiers 
and Sailors Home about to erected in Washington, D.C."" After the will was probated in London in 1867, Henry B. Hammond, n 
lawyer in New York engaged by the Ward family 10 d~tennine what chnrit) Ward bad intended to receive the funds, idenrilie<l thu 
National As) (um. The funds were transfel'TCd to the control of the Board of Managers in 1871, to fund octivi1ies that benefited die 
members of lhe Home, the board identified those os cuhural acuvnies, such ns concens, lheatricol performances. nnd lecture• Tn 
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support these activities, the board allocated funding from the Ward Fund for memorial halls. 

Thu Board continued to be reluctant to expand the facilities oflh1.: four branches, even as membership increased 1111d the needs of 
the members chllllgcd. The Board initially hnd fell that the general business depression which bad affected the notion after 1873 
and through lhe 1870s was responsible for the increases, and that once the economy Nvivcd, the rate of increase would declinet ... 
In 1881, the Board did find the rate of membership declining, but In 1882, found that m~mbersbip had actually increased39• ln 
addition, the Board began to realize that the incttaSing disabilities of the members were having a definite effect on the amount of 
labor, which could be performed h) the members themselves"'. 

Statistics from the branches for the Annual Report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882. show that the 50· to 70-year age group 
made up over 50% of Home membership. At Uie Northwestern Brnnoh, the 60-to 80-year group made up 30% of the population; 
nt the Ccn1111l 'Branch, 24%; l1t the Sautltcm, 20%; and at the Eastern, So/o. The statistics also demonstrate that over 60% of the 
members a1 lhe Central 1111d Northwestern b11111cbcs bad been admitted 10 the Home because of sickness, not from disabilities 
caused by loss of limbs or by wounds''. Civil War veterans made up 97°/o of the membership. Considering that the age range for 
Civil War panicipauts raoKCd from 13 10 43 years In 1860. the Horne could have expected continuing adm~ioM well into the 
20th cenrury. The Board indicated a new understanding oflbe population makeup when it recommended that Congress change 
the eligibility requirements for admission to th11 l lome by allowing benefits 10 all dcstil\Jlc soldiers unable to cam n living, 
without h'1vingto trace their disabilities to their military service'2• TI1c Board realized that denying benefits to this large group of 
veteran.~ meant their only recourse was the poorhouse. Congress rejected the board's reco111rn~ndation. 

As a rcsuh of the Board's understanding of the situation facing the Home, it recognized that fact that new buildings would 
be required to nccommodatc the increased membership and that old building:; would have to be remodeled or replac;cd"'. In 
1883, the Board, recognizing the changes the Home would face with increased membership and increased medical needs of the 
members, conceded that an 'insuru1ion like the National Home must in lime become an enormous hospitd," nnd that all new 
buildings for the Home must be planned with that need in mind". The new emph11Sis on hospilal facilities wns responsible for a 
more coordinated program on the part of the I lome branches for dealing with medical practices. In September 1883, the Board 
requested that chief surgeons from the four branches meet in Dayton for a "professional conference" to dlscwis praclices ar 
the hospi1llls and to prepare n wrin.=n report for Ute Board_ The surgeons met in Dayton in November I 883, nnd issued 11 report 
calling for standa:rdiud forms for hospital record~. uniform statistical ~poning, basic medical libraries al all hospitllls, and 
treallllcnt of certain diseases at ~h of the branches<$. 

The Board's concern for the ngcd and infim1 members resulted in a number of small-scale, but very significant ocuons to improve 
the conditions for their care. Fin: protection became a major concern; fire escapes, pumping stations, nnd fire fighting equipment 
were topics of discussion for the Board". At the Northwestern Branch, this concern resulted In U1e construction of 11 two-bay fire 
engine house and engineer quarters In 1883 (Bul Id 1ng 11 )"'. One of the most significant signs or the board's recognition of tbe 
needs of the aged and infimt members was the lint installation of an elevator in a Home building, in the Milin Building ac the 
Northwestern Branch in the full of 1883. This new means of circulation in the four-story building, the home of rhc majority of 
members, was a "great satisfaction to the members, who heretofore had been obliged lo wJlk up che stairs, which in the disabled 
condition of many of them, wns po.in.fut and slow."'• 

On July 5, 1884, Congress approved ihe Board's recommendntlon to change lhe eligibility requirements for admission, allowing 
veterans disabled by old age or di.~ease to apply without having to prove any service-rcllllcd disability. In effect, the Federnl 
government assumed lhe responsibility of providing care for the aged; who.t hnd been establ lshed as a temporary nsylum for 1he 
disabled m 1866, bsd bc<:ome 11 permanent home for the elderly In 1884". This legislation contained other provisions applfoable 
to Home's new position as caretaker of the elderly: no new bamlck~ should be over two stories in height. so the aged would 001 

h.a~o to climb mnny stru~, focilitics should mllllimizc outdoor exercise and employment opporwnities for th~ ag.id; and new 
bnmchGS should be established west of the Mississippi and on the Pacific coas1w. 

As 3 result oftbe Congressional net, the Home experienced a 12% membership increase almost immediately, wnhout receiving 
any additional fumlinl! from Congress. Th~ Boanl relum.:d 10 Congress with a request for deficiency funding, arguing that the 
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Home could either go into debt, which was illegal under its organic law, or it could discharge A large number of members to 
save on expenses." Congress appropriated additional funds, a portion of which went to the Nonhwestern Rrnnch to construct 
barracks (Building 5) located between the Main Building (Building 2) and the hospital (Building 6). Expansion Ill the four 
original branches proceeded more slo\\ ly after 1884. The 1884 boml of surgeons report recommended that the Cenlr81 Branch 
was ttlready too large and should not be expt111ded; the severe climate at the Eastern Md Northwestern branches should limit 
their growth; and the Southern brnnch should not grow over I 500 to 2000 members. 'llte surgeons suggested that new branches 
were n heller solution than enlarging the older ones. They also recommended that certnln diseases would benefit from treatment 
nt the various branches: malari3, chronic dilltritea, hay fever, ond rheumatism atthe lias1em 81'8Dch; chronic bronchitis, chronic 
rheumatism, and general debilitation due to oge at tl1c Southern Branch; all diseases Ill the Central Branch; and nervous diseases, 
hcnn disease, and rnoloria at the Northwestern Branch, which was found to be "very fotal to all diseases of' the lungs."" 

The es:tablishrnent of new bronc hes in the west and on the Pacific coost also limited the expansion of the older brooches. In 
July 1884, the Board reviewed several sites in Iowa, Nebraska, and KanAAS for the new Western Branch. ln September, 1884, 
the Board selected Leavenworth, Kansas, contingent on the city donalit1g a tract of 640 acres nod $ 50,000 to provide for 
"ornamentation;" the city accepted in April, 1885." At the same meeting. the Board took under coosidenuion lhe establishment 
of a Pacific Drnnch in California However, a major step toward modemiz.ing existing facilities n1ther than enlarging them was 
Uli-en at the Northwestern Branch when the Board approved a cl)ntract with ihe Western Edison Light Coonp1111y of Chicago to 
Install an Edison in~ndescenl electric light plant at ihe branch." The other branches continued to be llghtcd with manufaCtllred 
gas through the 1890s. 

In November 1887, the Bonrd of Managers wns in the prooess of considering situs for the new Pocilic Brunch. Seventy-eight 
sites were offered for the new brunch; the boorcl, inclined to favor donated ~ites, selected a 600-a.crc tract in Sllillll Monica. 
C111ifomia." The new faclhty opwed on fanuary l, 1888. 

In 1887, new quartcr.i for the Secretary and Assistant Surgeon (Building 17) were built at the Nortl1westcm Branch on a site 10 
the northwest of the Main Build Ins, in 1!"' open nren between the Main Building lllld the ccmc1cry." The cunstruciion of qunners 
m this area esublished the general residential character of Ille arc:a north and northwest of the 1'foin Buildmg. which continues t0 

exist today. 

Even with the creation of the 1wo new brnnches, lhe Board realized lhllt Increasing membership W()uld continue 11Dd proposed 
four solutions 10 the problem." Additional branches could be established. cxi~ling branches could be enlarged; states could be 
encouraged tu erect stntc soldiers' homes through partial funding !Tom the Federal government; 1111d ouLSide relief to veterans 
could be increased. Congress n:.sponded by establishing a new brnncb near Marion, lndinnn, on Mnrob 23, 1888." In 1888, IUndR 
were authorized for the fourth bamck {Building 7) built BI the Northwestern Branch.'" According to llD IU'licle in the i\fih+tlUUe 
S«minel on April 28,1889, flcruy C. Koch was the tirChitect for the 1888-89 barrack 

In response to the l3onrd's support ufthe crentlon of state soldiers' homes. Congress passed legislation to provide $100 annually 
for every vctoran eligible for the Natiorutl Home that was housed 111 a stale home. The Board ofMan11gers wos granted the right 
to inspect 1111d report to Congress on the conditions of the vnrlo11$ state bomes."° 

In 1889, H1:nry C. Koob was awarded the contract for the constructioo of a frame chapel (Building 12) at tlie Northwestern 
BrMch.01 The Chapel was funded from tlie Post Fund, an nmou11t accumulated from ~nlcs of products made or grown at the 
bmnch and from sales at the Home Store and to be used for the benefit of ihc members. The Boan! was not allowed to suppon 
religious acth'ities or structures with Congressionally appropriBied funds. 

At the Nortl1westem Oroncb, the period hetween 1890 and 1916 WM one of lnorc11$ing refinement in the pruvision of services to 
the members. Several imponant projects \\ere undertaktn in the first half l)f the I 890s to provide i.cparatc building~ for bmrn:h 
functions, such as administration (Duildlng I, 1895) and social activities (Library, 13uildings 3, 1891; and Sooial Hall, Building 
4, 1894), nnd to rnodc.:mize operations., such as the new power house (Duilding 45, 1895) and the qulllten11a~tcr storehouse 
(Building 20. 1896). Several quSJ'lcrs (Building 47, 1891/dcmolished 1987; Building 16, 190 I; Building I 5, 1902/demolished 
1972; Buildings ~9 and 50, 1908; Building 14, 1909; Building 18. 1916) \\oCTC built to provide housing for theenlJ!rgc.:d staff 



(8-86) 

United States Depanment of the Interior 
National Pnrlc Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Secrion 8 Page 47 

...... ...... ., . ....... -. - ..., ... 'v 

National Soldiers Home Historic District 
Milwnukcc, Wisconsin 

required to mannge the Home. The recognition of the dillC:rcnt needs of the older mcmbens lead to the cJ'CJllioo of a new 
barrack ~the "old men's" bnrrock or the combination barrack (Building 13, 1893/dcmolished 1972) in wb.ich dormitories 
and n kitchen-dining facility were built together to serve a unique member group. The combination bllmlck marks the medical 
recognition of the differing needs of the elderly nnd !111: beginnings of geriatric medicine . ., 

During this period, lhn:e more facilities of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldim were eS1Bhlished: tho Danville 
(Illinois) Branch in 1898, the Mountain Branch near Johnson City, Tennessee, in 1903, and the Battle Mountain Saniauium at 
Hot Springs, South Dako1.11., in 1907. These branches wcro more carefully pl11nned before construe I ion ttctually begnn, and were 
more stylistically uniform in their architectural fonn than lhc earlier branches. Most of the efforts of the Board during this period 
wa' directed towards these three new branches. 

The period opens with the request to the Board by the loc.11 manager of the Northwestern Branch for permission to hire female 
nurses to care for the infinn and ailing members. This action is historie111ly significant in that the Nonhwestcm Brancl\ wos 
the first of the branches to lllllploy female nurses. Although women hod served as nurses during tl1c Civil War, the practice Cli 
the Homo and, In society in general, was thBt men cared for mnngers and women cared for the ill In the home At !he Natioru>I 
Horne, mernbc:ra performed nlll'Sing duties themselves. However. as the members aged and WCt'e I~ capable of fulfilling nur5inp: 
responsibilities, the local manager conlracted with the newly organized Wisconsin Training School for Female Nurses in May 
1890, for the services often nurses.61 The Northwestern Branch program influenced the other branches, which began 10 employ 
female nurses as well. 

In the early 1890s at the Northwestern Brauch, separate buildings were constructed for the various functions housed in the 
Main Bnildin3 since 1869. The library and reading room moved to the new Libl'al)' (Building 3) in 1891; recreatlon1tl activities 
(bowling. billiards, cards) m1w1.-J to the new Social Hall (13uikling 4) in 1894; and administrative offices reloeatc<I to a new 
hcodquaners building (Building I) in 1895. Tite completion of the physionl plant ofllic Northwestern Bronch wH• m"rked by 
tl1e construction of the power houi;e (Building 45) in 1895, modernizing the bcnnng and lighting systems of t!Je bmnch; and the 
construction oflhe Quanenna.qrer's storehouse (Buildmg 20) in 1895-96. 

The most signlficanrbuildin~ by function thnt was erected ~t th~ Nonbwcstcm Branch in the c.uly 1890~ w"" the "old mcn'.s 
barfllck" or combination barmck. (Building 13, demolished In 1972) which was built to lhe west of the western addition to the 
hospital in 1893. 

A contract for constnJction, dated May 23, 1893, identifies the architect 8' Ileruy C. Koch and the building as a briclc: veneered 
building designed for barracks ... In 1890, the Inspector Get1eral had noted that the olde•t of the Civil Wnr members at the 
Northwestern Branch had complained about being housed with younger members and about having the san1c diet as younger 
members. His report suggested that a special wnrd be created for lhose older members, located in 11 one-story building with its 
own kitchen for preparing bl3nd, soft foods,.., 

The 1893 combination bam!ck at the Northwestern Branch was a two-story structure with a long, one-room wide main building 
with three wings, one at each ond and one an tl1e middle, extending offlts north side. The center wing was the dining hAU and 
kltohan, which served only the elderly Civil Wnr members living in tl1c hnrruck. The Northwestern example was tho Arst oftht 
type lo be built, nnd served as the model for the other bronc hes where it became a standard barrack type by 1902.16 

The last lllltJOr project of the 1890s at the Northwestern Branch involved the reworking of the 1881 Ward Memorial Hall In I S?S-
97, to mcrease the size of the theater space within the existing building ... Several quarters buildings were erected between 1891 
and 1916: the l'rotestant Chaplain's quarters (tluildrng 161 190 I); nurses quarte.rs (lluildlng 15, 1902; demolished); two duplex 
quarters (Buildings 49 and 50, 1908) for civilian personnel; Olld the Catholic Chaplain's qunrters (Building 14, 1909). By the 
end of the penod, the north half of the grounds, on the north side of the Main Building. had becomo the residential sc~tion of the 
Northwestern Branch with five quarter:. buildings. 

ln 1898, Congl"SS extended eligibility for admiosion to the llome to veternns of the :oipanish-American War, effective in 1900. 
Spnnish-Amerlcau War vet~rans began applying immediately, nnd the Boftrd took the position that they could enter the Home, 
but once their condition improved, they were 10 be dischlrgcd from the I lome." ln effect, the Board bad come 10 sec the Home 
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ns the old age home for Civil War velernns. As the members' age and infirmities increased, the installation of elevators and the 
upgrading of medical f.icilities were major concerns at the Northwestern Branch, as at all !he branches." 

However, during the 1890s, most of the development occurred at the newer Western, Pacific, and Marion branches. This nctlviry 
was intended to get those branches In full operation as quickly 1tS possible, and to build them as ltll'ge as feasible during the first 
phases of conslruction. lly 1896, the board realized that all the branches were overcrowded."' In 1898, Congress approved the 
establishment of a eighth branch of the National Home at Danville, Ulinois. The Mounwin Branch, which wa.~ established In 
1903, DCM Johnson City, Tennessee, and the Battle Mountain Sanitarium at Hot Springs, South Dakota, established in 1907, were 
tho Jas1 br'anches developed by the Nation11J Home. 

The period, which bad seen the continued oveTcrowding of existing branches and the creation of new branches 10 meet 
anticipated increases due 10 !he Spani~h-American W11rand broadened eligibility requirements, ended in 1916, when the Board 
realized U1aL membership hod begun 10 decline. Considering Civil WM participants 10 have been between 13 and 43 years old in 
1860, Uu; youngest of the remaining Civil WM veterans would have been 69 years old and the oldest 99, in 1916. As the death 
rare for the older members inerused and fewer younger veterans entered the Rome, membership declined. At the December 
8,1916, meeting of the Board, the managers voted unanimously to close the Northwestern Branch." 

On April 6, 1917, the United States entered World W11r I; by 1hc time of the armistice on November 11, 1918, almost S million 
Americans hnd entered the armed forces. The National Home felt the impact of the war In two ways. Oo July 21, 1917. lhe. 
Boan! agreed to tum the Southern Branch over to the War Department for use as a general militmy hospital. Members were 
lrllnSfem:d 10 other branches, most to the Mountain and Ccnlral branches; none were semi LO the Northwestern branch beclluse its 
climate was 100 severe." On October 6, 1917, lln omendmcnr 10 the War Risk lnsuronec Act, originally enacted in 1914 to insure 
American ships and ctll'go against risks of war, ex1cndcd eligibility for National Home membership to all troOps serving in tlte 
"German War" and, most importanlly, made the pro\•isioo thai all veterans "ere entitled to medicru, surgical, and hospital care. 
In effeC1, this amendment completely changed the facilities required for veterans' care.» 

rrior to the 1917 umendmcnt, the only veterans clllitlcd to sucb medico I oorc wen: the members of tl1e Nationul Home who had 
access to the Home bospitnls. All other veterans were dependent on civilian medical survices. The 1917 amendment meant that 

all veterans were eligible for the same medical care as the members of the NBlional !Jome. Clearly, there weJ-e not sufficient 
hospital facilities nt the ten Home br11nches ID care for the potc:ntially high number of World War I vc1erans. Membership in 
the Home llo.tunlly had declined between 1916 a.11d 1918, as more able-bodied men left. to take jobs left vnc11nt by colistcecs, and 
as the Dome restored stricter admission procedures to lower tlie membership further." During 1918, b:irracks were closed and 
members c-011solid:Ucd to conserve fuel; age limitlltions (62 years) were suspended f01' Home members ID allow the more able­
bodied to pcrfonn work ot the branches. 11 

Afl.:r tlte Armistice, tho flureau ofW11r Risk lnsurnoce did not hove rbc resources, particularly medical facilities. to mccl the 
needs of World War 1 veterans. In 1919, the responsibility for vererans' ~rvices was distributed among several agencies: the 
United States Public I lea Ith Service took over the pro,•ision or medical 11nd bospillll services: the Federal Boa.rd for Vocational 
Rehabiliuulon assumed the lllSk of organ iring vocational rehabilitation programs; nnd the War Risk lnsurnncc Bureau mnnnged 
compensation and insur11nce payouts." The burden on government hospitals, administered by the Public Health Service, was so 
great that it beg4n to contract with pri\-atc hospitnls co provide health cnre for veterans. 

On March 4. 1921, in response to the need for more bospitllls serving v~1erans. Congress nppropria1ed funds 10 the Sccrcrary 
of the Treasury lo construct oddltionnl hospitals for veterans covered by the War Risk Insurance Acl 11mendmen1. In addilion, 
Congress required the Bureau of War Risk Insumnce LO make allotments to lite Narional Home to fund alterotion• or 
improvement 10 existing Home facili1ics for the purpose of caring for W.R.I. beneficiaries." Two bamlcks (Buildings 5 and 7) at 
1be Norlhwestem Branch were con\erted to bospitRI use and additional surgeons' quaners were consU11cted 81 rhe Northwestern 
Branch with W.R.J. funds. 11 

Immediately after the war, the National Home mfttlll several ch11nges in its organization to accommoda1c the lllf'8e number 
or returning veterans II} I) transfonning lhe facilities of two branches into hospitals 11nd categori1ing them for specillli£ed 
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care (Marion for ocuro-psy~hiiurlc cases and Mountain for tuberculosis): 2) modernizing existing facilities and csuiblishing 
tuberculosis wards (Central wid Pacific); and 3) bu1ldmg entittly new hospitals (North\\·est.em). using funding from the Treasury 
Department.,. 

In August 1921, Congress acted to consolidate all veterans' beno6ts into a single independent ngcncy, the Veterans Bureau. On 
April 29, 1922, this agency assumed responsibility for fifty-seven veterans hospitals operated by the Public Health Service as 
well as nine under construction by the Treasury Department"" One oflh~ nine Treasury Department hospitals was the new ~00· 
bed tuberculosis hospital (Building 70) at the North1Vcstem Bmnch 11 

Building 70 was built on the far southwest side oflhe Northwestern Branch grounds, at a distance from the other buildings, 
for several reasons. The isolated site on the grounds kept the tubercular patients away from other members of the Home. 111c 
IJ'entmenl of ruberculosis required fresh air, sunshine, and general rest which was provided in the large, mu Iii-winged facility 
set apart by itself in the midst of a p:irk-Hkc green area .. At the time it was buih, the facility WM considered• model tubcrculOllis 
hospital In tbe mid-I 930s, the facility was convC11cd 10 a genernl medical and surgical hospital, and a new wing was added on 
the west side. In 1966, n new high-rise hospital was built close to the east side of the 1922-1923 mucture; in the mid-1970s, the 
western two wings of Building 70 were demolished to construct a oew domicili8l)I (Building 123). 

HistOrically, the extension of eligibility for admission to the National Home, which hnd been included in the October 6, 1917, 
amcudment to the War Risk Insurance Act, was applicable to the more tho.n 50,000 women who had served as nurses during 
World Wnr I and had received honorable discharges. TI1e Board recognized the right of these women to be admitted to the Home, 
and set aside a sep111'8le building 01 the Danville Branch for general medical trcauncnt or domiciliaiy use and a ward in the 
Northwestern Branch Nberculosfa hospitlll. ln 1924, lcn to twelve women were treated at the Northwelitem Oranch.11 

WJth the umpbasis on hospital facilities In the 1920~, few other projcci.q were undertaken at the Home brooches. For the most 
pun. other projects tended to be small in scope and intended to improve the lives of the members; new O:igpolcs were installed, 
theaters were rewired, fire engines were purchased, fire escapes were installed, and grnndStllllds were built for improved baseball 
fields." In tho historio nren of the Northwestern Branch, most ofihc work from the 1920s was minor with the exception ofa new 
~moke stack (Building 106) for the power plant and a new greenhouse {Building 40, dt-molish~d c. 1994), built in I ?2'1 with 
additions in 1928 and 1936. 

By 1926, the Board began to see o dramatic increase in the number of patient ndmissio11s to the National Home though, for 
the most pan, the World War I veterans were reoeiving medical treatment and returning to civilian life rather than entering 
the domiciliary progrnm of the Home ... However, the Board noted !bill bospi1al care to SIS were almost thn:e times tl1c cost of 
domicilial}' care and required lof1le capillll investments in h0$pilllls, medical equipment, and profcssioaBJ staff. By 1928, the 
Board realized that the facilities QI all tho branches would be full, nnd dial the organization of the Board was not sufficient to 
mB.Dllge the future requirements that National Home would have to meeLai In June 1929, the president of the Board of Managers 
was named to the Federal Commission for Considcrition ofGovernm.:nt Activities Dealing with Veterans' Matters; the work of 
this commission resulh:d in tho creation oftl1e V\ltenms Administration. 

On July 21, 1930, the Veterans Bureau. the Bureau of Pensions_ and the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers were 
consolidated into the Veterans Admioi~tnllion. For the most part, the architectural projects of this organlution involved the 
construction of veterans hospitllls designed by the Technical Service Division of the V.A ., wilh construction supervision given to 
local pcrsoMel using local contractors ... 

The single major building at the Nonhwe~1cm Branch constructed b) the Veterans Admioistnuion in the 1930s is tl1c hospital 
annex (Building 43). which is located on ~1c south side of the Historic District. The hospital annex was oompleted i11 August 
1933 and is one of the earliest buildings cnn~tructed by the Vctcmns Administration."' ln 1933. President franklin Roo,eveh 's 
relief programs put a temporary hold on funding for Veterans Administratioo projects: however. t"o y<:llB taler, m August 1935, 
plans w~e announced for a $20,000,000 building program for the Veterans Admmimation. Several of the fo1111er National Home 
bmnchcs received funds; in particular, the Ccnlral Brunch, which received $1 .2 million to build a new 176-bed general-medical 
facility and a 750 new and replacement domiciliary \\.hicb included a SO-women ward 11 The Milwaukee fscility received 
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$350,000 for the replacement of a 300..bed general-medical building. This new strucrure was the we·st wing added 10 the 1923 
hospital on the soulh side of the center grounds. When It was dedicated in 1938, Building 6, which had become Hospilal Annex 
#1, was convened to domiciliary use. This addition to !he 1923 hospital was demolished in the rnid-1970s for the construction of 
Building 123 

On December 7, 194 l, a new WW' brought ft new period of change to the former National Home, when nn even l11rgcr number of 
cilizens were called upon for military service. To meet the demand for services after World War TI, and eventually the Korenn and 
Viemam wnrs, additional facilities were built at the former Northwestern Branch, Including several Quon.~ct huts used mostly 
for storage and maintenance (Buildings T-105, T-106, T-107, T-114, T· 119). Ln keeping with the overall history of the Nru:ionnl 
llome, post-World War ll facilities wcro both residential (domiciliary) nnd medical (hospital) in nnture. Building 111. a general 
medical and 5Ul'gical hospital, was completed in 1966, and Building 123, a domiciliary, WllS constructed in 1979. Most recently, 
in 2004, a new regional office building \\'BS constJUCtion in the southwest comer of the V.A. Medical Center groWlds. These new 
buildings were built outside of the National Soldiers Home Historic District, along Notional Avenue soulh oftbc: formcirNational 
Home site, to the east and west of the 1923 hospital (Building 70). The present Veterans AJTairs Medical Center continues to 
serve veterans in the same spirit as the Northwestern Branch of the NationAl Home did in 1867. 

A rcbittttu re 

When the Board of Managers of the National Asylum met for the first lime m Washington, D.C., on May 16. 1866, its principal 
concern wos the selection of sites for I.he lhrec branches of the national Institution. TI1cy established critcrio for site evaluolion: 
a healthy sile with fresh o.ir and ample water supply, located 3 to S miles from a city on a tract of nl least 200 acres, connected to 
the city by a railroad." TI1c Board issued o bulletin requesting proposals for sites to be donated or sold for the purpose of cre<:ting 
branch1:5; in addition, the Board advenised for plans, specifications, and estimates for the c-011struction of BSylum buildings. 

The Soldiers' Home Society received ils charter from the Wisconsin legjslo.ture in February 1865, os well as• gmnt ofSS,000 
ror tltc purpose of erecting :1 permanent facility for the relief of soldiers. In the spring of I 86S, the Lady Mmmg~ of the Home 
Society organized o fair to raise funds for the purchase of a site and the construction of the Wisconsin Soldiers' Home, and 
succeeded in raising over$ 100,000 for the Soldiers' Home. ·me temporary building in which the fair had been held had been 
designed by Edword Townsend Mix.90 By Octow 186S, the Home Society bad purchased a 27-aettsitc 0111he far west side of 
Milwaukee nnd had begun developing plans for the constructioa of a building. It is possible that M1x was responsible for these 
pl1111s as well. 

According to the Milwuuku 81!111/m:I, plans for buildings at the Norlhwestcm Branch were bl:ing discussed in early Mnn:h, 
1867.'' At that time, the Board of Mnnagcrs was considering the consb'uction of o lorgc dining hall ond kitchen, a hospital, 
numerous connges for single and married vct~rans, ond barracks ("but of a fW' more com fortablc nature"). This original plan 
nppcars to have been Hlmndoned between March and Moy, 186?.92 

In May 1867, Thomas Budd Van llome. o IJindscape gardener and form11r ilrnlY chaplain, arrhcd in Milwoukee 10 dctcnnine 
the plan for the Home si1e." In the announcement ofVo.n Home's work in the Milwaukee newspapers, infonnation wns giveu 
about the plnns for the building to be constructed for the Home. This strucmre was 10 be large and wide with n very tall tower 
ns Its central ele.ment. The chnnge in arcbiteclllr81 plans appenrs to c-Om.-spond to the work Van Home WllS doing at the site. and 
suggests that Van Home and Mix were working together on the project. ns thjs description lits the building "hich Mix designed. 

1110111as Van llomc had been n chuplain in the Ohio Volunteer Infantry, a unlt in the Army of the Cumberland under the command 
of General George ·niomas. Afio:r the second ban le of Chattanooga (November 23·25, I &63), General Thoma~ directed Van 
Home to lay out a cemetery at Cha!lllDOOga for the burial oflhc Union dead from the bnute of Missionary RJdge." In the late 
summer of 1864, as Thomas" troo11s moved south toward Atlanta as prui of General William Tecumseh Sherman's march lO 1he 
sen, Van I tome laid out the Union cemetery at Marictlll, Georgia. Lo both ccrncterie~. Van Home used a small hill B.• the c-emetel) 
site, arranging circular paths and roads atounJ the hill between which h~ loc;ated the burial sit~~. and designating the lop of the 
hill for a tall monument. 
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Von Homo's design_, relate to Ute popular rural landsoope cemetery design tba1 bad been established at Mount Auburn Cemetery 
outside Boston in U1c 1830s." However, a more immediate model for VAii Home would have the design for the national soldiers' 
cemetery at Gettysburg. 

The work on the design for the Qeaysburg cemetery had begun in August, 1863, when David Wills, chainnan of the cemetery 
commission COllSUlted with William Saunders, a landscape gardener who had worked on Laurel Cemetery in Philadelphia and 
Rose Hill Cemetery in Chicago before the war." By November 1863, the cemetery plAn was worked out and made ovailablc to 
President Lincoln as he prepared his spc«h for the cemetery dedication. The emphasis of Lincoln's admss was on the Union's 
resolve to fll'CSCl'Vc national unity, the cause for which the soldiers had died ai Gettysburg. The design for the conctcry suesscd 
this sense of unity in that Saunders bad arrnnged the burial sites in a semicircular phm Vrith no one sectioo being more prominent 
than another; Che principal focus of I.be plan was o toll monument placed in the cuotcr of the semicircle ... 

Van Home incorporated some of lite Gettysburg design concepts, specific:ally of n sectioned cemetery with no one section being 
more prominent duln another, into plans for a fcdmsl burial grounds at the National Home sice. The cemetery was laid out in 
straight rows of upright granite headstones and opened for use May 22. 1871. when Civil WM Private John Afton become tho 
first veteran buried there. Full milituy honors were accorded each veteran buried, beginning with a funeml ceremony followed 
by a "Salute to the Dead'. and the playing of taps at graveside." Following constr11ctton oftl1c Chapel in 1889, funeral services 
were held inside the vetemu' chapel followed by the "Salute to the Dead" and the playing of taps DI graveside. The national 
soldier's cemetery was initially 1be Soldiers Homo Cemetery. ln 1937, the name wos changed to Wood National Cemetery in 
honor of U.S. Army Colonel George Henry Wood, the Special Representative of Administration covering National Soldier's 
Home activities in the C11T!y L930s.• 

The Gettysburg-inspired design of a tall monument set on the high point of a site appears to have been used by Van Home in 
laying out the Home groWJds at MiJw3ukce. Mix's Main Building was set on the highest point oflhe site with the Lilli tower 
serving as the focal poinL AJI other buildings were 10C4ted downhill frvm the M11in Building, isolating the Main Building and 
<:oncentruting attcn1ion on its monument11lity. The utilization of one building to serve nll the needs of the Rome was in keeping 
with the notion of"bome" as a building 11nd with the notion of unity for which the disabled v~"'1UlS bowed in the building 
had fought. The "home" was swrounded by a village ofbuildin~. which C\'eotu11Uy included a Chapel (Building 12), Librnsy 
(Building 3), Soci.ol Hall (Building 4), and Post Office (housed in the Headquarters, Building I), as well u four lakes, ball 
di1tmonds and recreational sites, because common conjecture held lhAI wAr veterans would recuperate more quickly if they lived 
In a village serting instead or a hosi>ital. Mast of the village wos laid out to surround the Main Building along General Wolcott 
Avenue and Mitchell Boulevard. 

The initial plan for milking the Main Building the focus oftbc entire Home presented problems to laler offioials and mhitects 
when they were planning new buildings for the Home. The M11in Building was oriented to the east at the crest of the bluff with 
land available for additional building located to the west or backside of the Ma.in Building. Later buildings from the 1880s 
were amuiged behind the MD.in Building, but could not be compositionally related to It. Consequently, the buildings of the 
NorthwC$t~m Branoh never had a unified relationship to each other, and no centralized spatial unit was ever created 

Van Home was also responsible for the plan of the Central Bninch at Dayton, Ohio. which was very different in 1UTOJ1gcmcnt 
from his phm at the Northwestern Branch." His plan for the Central Bmnch was bnsed on o strcec pattern with a mojor 
1horQughfare, dividing the rosidential barracks 11rco rrom the odmlnistradvc area, nnd se<:ond31')' cros:; stro:els. The build logs were 
~et along the crest of o hill overlooking the plll'Bdc grounds and a lllDds~nped park with a deer park. grottoes, greenhouses, pond~. 
and fountains.'°" At the Central Onmch, Van Home created a sonsc of"home~ as a community or village made up of buildings 
arranged by function into neighborhoods and a shnred park area. This type of pion wos much more adaptable lo expt1J1sion a.q the 
Home grew; the 9treet grid could be extended. more buildings constructed, and the ~ense of community maintained. 

The architect for the Main Building at the Northwestern Branch was Edward Townsend Mix, the leading an:birect in Milwaukee 
from the 1860s through the 1880s.101 Mix was born in New I Jn1•en, Connecticut in 1831, and hod been tmined in the offices of 
Sydney Stone in New Haven amt, pos$ibly. in the offices of Richard Upjohn in New York In early J 856, ML'<. began working 
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for William W Boyingt0n in ChiCllgO. ML'( moved to Milwaukee l11ter in 1856, as a p:utner in Royington & Mix, to oversee 
lhc firm's work on the Seventh Wnrd School (demolished), the Newhal l ~louse Hotel (burned in 1889), 11nd the Stale Dank of 
Wisconsin. 

ln 1857, Mill left the pll1111ership with Boying«>o and opened his ow11 office m Milwaukee. Tic d8Signed '!Cveral residences 
for business leaders In the early 1860s, os well as commerdal, public, and rel1gious buildings (Milwaukee Sentinel Building; 
Milwaukee Academy of Music, Dodge County (Minnesota) Courthouse; St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Racine). In 1866, he won 
a competition for the Kansas sl4te capitol, olthougb his design wns greatly changed in construction. 

Mix's work in the 1870s 1U1d 1880s In Milwaukee was commissioned primarily by business leaders, such e5 llercules Dousman 
(Villa Louis, Prairie du Chien, WI, 1872), Alexander Mitchell (Mitchell Building, 1876; Ch:unber of Commerce Bulldlng, 
1879·8 I; Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Depot, 1886), Henry Button (Button House. Milwllllkee, 1876), and John L. Mitchell 
(Meadowrnc:rcJMitcl!ell residence, 1884). Through his social and political connections with Oidwallader C. Washburn, former 
g1wcmor of Wisconsin, Mix received a commission from SennMr William Wash bum of Minnesota for Fnlr Oaks (demolished). 
the Washburn residence in Minneapolis in 1883. Mii<'stie ro Minneapolis resulted in sevcml projects in tlte late 1880s for office 
buildings lhere and in St. Paul. Mix opened an office in Minneapolis in 1888; be died tl1ere in 1890. 

The work of E. Townsend Mix hos been characterized ns "diverse ecleot!oism.",.. In hi~ career of almost 35 years. Mix worked 
through every style of architecture current in the United States from the 1850s through 1890. I lis early work in Milwaukee 
W8S Italianate; by the mid-to late-1860s, be was working in the Second Empire style. His churches ofthc 1870s were clearly 
related to Lhe High Victorian Golhic designs of\Villiam Butterfield and George Oilben Scott in England. The polychromy 
of lmm11nuel Presbyteri1111 Church in Milwaukee (1873) is clearly derived froni English examples nnd the writings of John 
Ruskin.'., His design for lhe Chamber of Commerce Building in Milwaukee ( 1879·8 I) shows the influence of Frank Furness' 
work in Pbil3delpbin in tl1e mid· I 870s. By t11e early 1880s, Mix was designing in a very refined Queen Anne style (Milwaukee 
Club, 1883), Md :it the same time, producing n Richardsoninn Romanesque design which won the national compelition for St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church (Milwaukee. 1883). His Minne~polis ruid SL Paul nffice buildings from 1886 to 1890 "'"" high-ri5e 
commen:itll opplicatio05 of the Richardsonian Romanesque style."'°' 

Considering Mi.x's tendency to work in a wide range of arch.itectural s1yles derived from the writings 1111d work of oiher 
orchitecrs, the design for the Main Building at lhll Northwestern Branch =e from o number of sources. 1110 style of the 
Main Building is Victorian Gothic, which developed in England in the late 1850s and wos disseminated in the writings of 
John Ruskin.'°' Ruskin advocated a mix of medieval styles based on a number of sources from Veneti11n palaces to English 
nmtl churches. He stressed the use of color in design, pnnicularly color in t11e matl.!riul$ of construction, wbnt he called 
"consrrucuonal" or permanent polychromy. The Ruskinian Gothic style is characterized by flat surfaces, contrasting colors in 
m3tcrui.l.s, Gothic (pointed) arched doors and windows, windows arranged in series to create llll arcade effect, and mansard roofs 
(giving ll11> impression ofbeini: a pitched roof while allowing an ndrlifional floor level) with steeply pitched donncrs. Ruskin 
advocated large-scale buildings with n dominant Vi$U'11 element to convey n sense of the power of =hltec111ral form. 

Mix could ea~ily have known tl1e \\ritings of Ruskin and the \\Ork ofEngli;h architectS through publications available in 
this country in the 1860s, such as Ruskin's The Se"en Lamps of An:hirechlre and The Ston~ of Venice as well as thti English 
periodicals The Bui/tier. an architecrurnl jouma~ and f'w1c/I and nlristratcd lo11don N1nvs. 

Anotho:r source for Mix 's design for ihe Main Building was the writings of Thomas Story Kirkbride, who was the superintendent 
of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane in Philadelphia, and lhe foremost authority on the design of hospitals for the insane 
in 1he mid-nineteenth century in the United Stntes.106 Kirkbride was n lelldlng odvoc11te of"moral therapy" for the insane, which 
involved occupational end recreational acti' ities for patients, emphasized outdoor exercise such as walking or gatdcoing. and 
included socio! even~ and cbun:h servi~ ln effect, Kirkbride \\as attempting to cure the insane by treating them os rational 
people engaged in "rational" activities. This form of1reau11ent required an appropriately rationol setting, so Kirkbride designed 
a model institution with "spacious halls, lnrgc and l\Cll·fumisbed parlors, and comforlllble chambcrs" in o building with indoor 
plumbing and forced-air ~entil11tion"" 1111~ building was to be stt in park-likl' growids \\here the patientS could benefit from 
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fresh air, sunsbJuc, und nature in flower glll'deos and planting beds; he advocated the provision of gNeuhouses where the patients 
could occupy themselves as well o.s supplying the hospital buildings with flowers and plonts.1°' 
Although the disabl~ veterans who entered the National Asylum, as it was originally called, were not considered insane, 
there 'vere few models for the Board of Managers and the architects to use for the design of the National Asylum buildings. 
Kirkbrlde's design for the building 11nd grounds of the model asylum did flt the needs of the Ntll:ionRI Asylum. Kirkbride's 
progran1 for the model asylum was basically the program 11doptcd by the Board of Mllllagers and Mix for the Northwestern 
Branch· a site in the couniry, located close to a city; ea~ access from the asylum ro the ci1y; a large building capable of housmg 
a luge number ofp1nlenL~ with provisions for dimng, baU1ing, and socilllizing; and landscaped grounds for use of the patients 
and their visitors. Kirkbrldc's use of a single bwlding UTBJJged in a lineilf plan 'l'.ith a cemraJ adminlstrntioo pavilion with wings 
coMecting to end pnV!lions was suitable for an insone asylum, but oot necessarily for a soldiers' home. To .Kirkbride, one of the 
bcneJlts of bis plnn for the model insane asylum was comrol ufthe patients by housing them in one building in wWch the cc:ntral 
pavilion hou~d all the OOlllJl)On spaces used for dining, recreation, and culturlll nnd socl11l activities. The disabled vctcrnos of the 
National Asylum were to be cared for, not controlled. which created problems with Mix's design for the Main Building. 

lo iddition to die asylum pro~ by Kirkbride, Mix may have used the Main Building (Scott Building) at the Nati<Jnal 
Soldiers' Home in Washlogton, O.C., n~ an appropriate model for lus design ofa soldiers' borne. The Washington building had 
been designed by Lt. Bartoo S. Alexander in the office of the chief engineer of the Anny in 1852,nnd was completed in 1857.109 

Tht~ building wns one ofU!rec structures designed for the National Suldicrs' Home site when it was otg11nized; the other two 
were lhc Governor's House and the Sccretmy· Treasurer's House. Alcxand~-r's design was for a two-story building oo a raised 
ba..;emcnt with a m1111$11td roof, which is identical lO Mix's design. TIIC Washington building bad 11 projecting c;enter pavilion 
wid1 a tall, miwive tower topped with a mansard roof; wings proJectcJ off the sides of the ccmer pavilion. This building was 
probatbly well koown In the architectutlll community io the later 1850s bc<:lluse of construction problems end lawsuits between 
the contractor llJld the government roglltding cost overruns. The Washington Soldiers' llome received considerable attention 
during the Civil War because President Lincoln lllld his family used 11 cottage on the grounds of the Home as the summer White 
House 11• The Soldiers' Horne Maio Building was remodeled in 1870 by the architect Edward Clarie and completely altered from 
it> uriginal appearnnce.111 

The construction of Ifie Main Building at the Northwestern Branch had considerable problems with cost overruns, which 
resulted in the Board of Managers stopping the project before the tnd pavilions ofMix's design wen.: built. The Board's refusal 
to complete the bulldiog as designed must have coused Dr. Wolcott, the local Mllll11ger. considerable embarrassment bccau$c be 
hlld been responsjblc for its construction. Wheo the Board ordered the ccreatlon of the chapel and as~mbly hall oo the seGOod 
floor over the dining hall. Dr. Wolcott was the only dissenting vote and was ordered to fulfill the Board's decision. Bathing and 
laundry facilities were located in the basement; whfoh caused Humidity problems throughout the building, and resulted in a lire 
when the heaters for the water tanks malfunctioned. 111c building was not adequately ventilated when finally constructed, and 
heating equipment had been provided for only the basement and the first floor.'" By 1873, 1he problems with the Main Building 
caused many complaints from member.; to the Board. which transferred General EdWllrd Hincks from ihc Southern Branch to 
Milwaukee to make corrections. Hincks replaced hi:at piping. installed new ventilation shafts, and oversaw the construction of 
four comer towers, which were intended to add space and finally complete the building as originally designed. m The corner 
towers did not correspond to Mix'$ dc>ign for end pavilions, and added only 96 mon: beds to the building a1 a time when !he 
facility was very overc:rowded. 

Based on other residential buildings designed by Mix in the 1860s, and the lack of mention of any other architect working on the 
Milwaukee site in the accounts of the Board of Managers. Mix was probably the architect for the Governor's House. A 1881 view 
of the house indicates !hat it wa~ originally built lb a much smaller strucrurc than it Is Ulday The rower orijtinlllly had a mansard 
roof covered with contraSting colored slate or shingles. as is seen on the Main Building. The style of the Governor's House is 
Victorian Italianate, chlll'llcterized by 11 ~qunre 1ower. round-arch windows, simple massing with reetll aneor bay projections, and 
broad overhanging caves Mix, known for adapting published designs to his own projects, could have based his plans for the 
Govemor's House on the wurk of Alc.xunilcr Jacluson Do,vning's villa designs publisbcd in Downing"s book Conage Rf!Jldences 
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in 1850. A comparison of 1889 and 19 I 6 photographs shows th1\I the house had been rebuilt with tile addition of o tlurd floor and 
the replacement of the mnrumrd with a conical tower roof. Thi; original form of the Oovemor's House was vinunJly identical to 
Mlx's own house on Waverly Pince in Milwaukee, which had been built in 1866 (now demolished). 

As Mix was responsible for two of the four buildings originnJly built for tho Home, he may have been the architcc,t for the otltcr 
two, the hospital and tl1e. second duplex qunners building. Photographs indicate that the hospital was 11 simple two-story brick 
building, perhaps too srrnightforwnrd to have been designed by Mix, who wa.~ well-known for his sensitivity in adopting the most 
cum:nt architec:rural styles. The quaners building was a duplex strueturc, "hich auumpted to clearly convey the SCf\~c of being 
two distinct residential units, and was done in the Gothic Revival board aud batten style. This design could have been executed 
by o conU'8Clor working from a pattern book, but the attempt to distinguish the two units may be attributed to Mix. 

In 1879, the Board of Managers authorized the constJUction of a new hospital at the Nonhwesiem Br311Ch. The co11trnet for the 
design of the hospiml went 10 Hcruy C. Koch, a Milwaukee architect who designed more than 300 buildings during his forty.year 
cnrcer from 1870 to l910.11 ' Koch was tho nrcbiteot for almost oil the major projects undertaken Al lhe Nonhwestem Braach in 
lho 1880s end 1890s The highpoint of Koch's c.areer was the winning of the design competition for the Milwaukee City Hall, 
built in 1893-95, one of the IJllldmarlcs of the city. 

Henry C. Koch was bom in Germany In 1841, and came to Milwaukee as 11 child. From 1856 to 1862, be apprenticed with 
George W. Mygatt, one of the first tll'Chitects in Milw3ukee; his apprenticeship ended when he enlisted in the 26th Wisconsin 
Infantry ln 1863, be was transferred to tl1c staff of GenernJ Philip R Sheridan and worked as a topographic cagincer. He 
continued to serve as a civilian on Sherid1m 's staff in New Orleans, but returned to Milwaukee in 1866, and became n partner 
with Mygati. He had a practice wlih Julius Hess, a fonncr associate of E!. Townsend Mix, from 1870 to 1872; after Hess rcloca1ed 
to Detroit, the finn continued as H. C. Koch & Co. Koch was assocuued ~1th ltis brolher-in-la~, Herman Paul Schnettky from 
1874 to 1887. Koch Wll.S welJ known for his public and assembly buildings. having been the designer of lift~eo court-houses 
in WtSOOnsi111111d Illinois, and nil th.: public schools built in Milwaukee lrom 1873 to 1881. He had been the architect for an 
addition to the Northern Stllte Hnspit•I fnr rhe Insane in Oshkosh, Wisconsin in 1874 llis cxporlcncc wit.II hQSPital design won 
him the controct for the Milw:wkce Coumy Insane Asylum in 1878, which brought accusations from E. Townsend Mix th11t Koch 
bad unfairly won the contract through p<>litical influcncc11s. Less than a month before being awarded the contract for the hospital 
ai the Northwestem Branch, Koch received 1he commission for nn addition to the Milw1mkec County Hospital."' 

Not only was Koch qunlified to design hospitals, he bad an advnncage in being a veteran himself. He was very active in veterans 
orgnni2A1ions, being one of the founders of tile Wolcoll PoS1 of tl1e Grand Army of the Republic in 1880. and an organizer of the 
State G.A.R. reunion In Milwaukee in 1880 and the national eocampmenl in the city In 1889.'" 

ln his design for the new hospital nt the Northwestern Branch, Koch did not use tbe linear Kirkbride 8S) lum plan as lus 
mode~ but worked with an arrangement of three separate pavilions connected by corridors 01 the li.rst floor. lo this design, the 
administrative offices, cxnmina1ion, treatment, and operating rooms were located in the center p11vilion with patlcnl wards 
loc81ed in the side pavilions. The words wcr¢ the full width of the pavilions, aJlowlng cross "entilation and daylight both morning 
and aftmioon. This amogemeot differed from Mix's design in the Maio Building in 11bicb the use of a double-loaded corridor 
plan placed the sleeping room~ on the sides of the building, preventing cro~~ ventilation and allowing daylight for only morning 
or nftcmoon. The successful functioning of Koch's hospital design, and his ability to work on projects with the bmnch sta.ff and 
the local moinager bn>ught him more work ftl the Nonhwestem Brooch through the 1880s. 

At its December 1880, meeting, the Board heard a request from the Nonhwestcm Branch to fund the con.muction of n mcrnorilll 
hall, using u mix of funding sources from the Ward, the Store, end lhc PostHumous Funds. Koch, having completed tl1c hob-pitnl 
al lite Northwestern Branch only 11 year before, wa.s ownrded !he contract for the design of the Ward Memorial Hall (Building 
41) in truly 1881. As he had 111 the: hospiml project, Koch had previous experience in theater design, having been the ruchile<ll 
for the Grand Opera House (demolished), built on the northwest comer of Wells and Water in downtown Milwaukee In 1871 
In December 1880, the bonrd had originally allocated o total of$15,500 for the project.111 In July, 1881. Major Fulton, the locnl 
manager for the Nonll\\estem Branch, informed the Board that Koch had dctcrmmed that the building could not be built for 
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SI S,500, and that an additional $6,000 was necessary for a "building such as is required.~'" The Board authorized ilie additional 
funds, as well as additional tees to the arehitect.1:0 

The Ward Memorial Rall was designed by Koch to have a n:staurant. post office, waiting room for the train stop on the 
Milwaukee & SL Paul Railrond through the Home, and a theater/assembly hall. The building was built of cream city brick, which 
was preferred by Koch for most of his proje()ts, and highlighted with banding and Inlay patterns of red brick.'" 

In 1884, Congress appropria~d additional funds for die National Home. a portion of which went to !he Northwestern Branch 
to constn1ct barracks (Building 5) IOCMed betwem the Main Building (Building 2) and the hospital (Building 6). The similarity 
between the 1884 barracks, the 1888 barracks, and the 1879 hospital·ofwhich the 1888 barracks and the hospi10I arc known to 
ha~e lx.'Ctl designed by Koch-suggests that Building 5 was also designed by Koch. In 1886, the only mention of cons1ruction at 
the Northwestern Branch WllS the release offunds by Congress which included funding for a new barrack o.t the branch (Duilding 
9, demolished in 1972), which was located north of the Main Building adjacent to !he Bakery, built in 1879.122 There is no 
evidenu !hat Koch was the desigm:r of this bamick, although he had received the commission for every other bamck built at the 
Northwestern Branch in the 1880s. 

New quarters for the Secretary and Assislant Surgeon (Building 17) wen: built at lhe Northwestern Branch on a site to the northwest 
of the Main Building. In lbc Open an:n betweeo the Main Building and the cemer.ety."' Tue construction of quarter$ in this area 
established the general residential chamctt:r of the aren nonh and northwest ofthc Mam Building. which continues to exist 1oday. 

The design of the: quarters may be 111tributed io Henry C. Koch in the similarity be~n the Shingle Style m~ing of the quarters 
and th31 of the chapel (Building 12), '"hich WllS designed by Koch ID 1889. ln 1888, funds were eulhoriz.ed for the fourth barrack 
(Building 7) buil11u the Northwestern Branch.'l' Accol'ding to ~n 11rtJcle in tha Milwaukee Sentinel on April 28, 1889, Henry C. 
Koch was the orcbi~t for this barrack, which is virtually identicnl to the 188-1 bam!ck (Building 5) immeduuely adjacent to IL 

In 1889, Koch was &'l\<'llrdcd the contmct for the con~irucrion of a frame chapel (Building 12) ot the Nonhwestcm Branch."'' The 
chapel wos funded fl-om the Post Fund, an amount a<:cumulatcd from sales of products mado or grown at the branch and from 
sales at the Home Store and to be used for the benefit of the mt1mbers. Tue Board "'RS not allowed to support religious activities 
or >Uu.:tun::s with Congressionally appropruned f\mds 

Koch's dcsigo for the Chnpcl was done in !he Shingle Style as seen In the large ml1SS of the roof form which comprises the 
entire volume of the structure, in the pattmiing of shingles across the wall surfaces. ilnd in tl1c grid·like pamm oftbc window 
openings. The turreied tower is somewhat Queen Anne in its asymmetrical placement, but the shingle pntreming and the 
simplicity of its mossing corresponds to the style of the main body of the structure. The surface treatment RJ)d large roof form 
relates to the design of the adjacent qullrters (Building 17), built two years earlier. 

Koch's work at tlic Northwestern Branch in the 1880s reveals a break with pre-Civil War models, such as that ofKirkhridc's 
asylum, and a willingness to work in now contemporary styles, such ns t11e Shingle Style of the 1889 chapel Koch's ability to 
work on public projects distinguished him from Mix, who was p;itronlzed primarily by private clients. Although Koch's work 
dcpans from past models ru1d styles, his work is very b!Jllightforwo.rd and utilitarian, without ihe elaborate styliblic features that 
cnn be seen in Mix's work. 

SC!\'CTill important proJccls ~re undertaken in thd first hnlf of the 1890s to provide ~ponte buildings for branch functions 
(odministrlllion, library, ond social activities), nnd to modernize operations (power house and the quarterm11Ster storehouse). 
Several qu11rters were built lo provide housing for the enlarged slaIT required to monage the I lome. The recognition of the 
diffettnl needs of !he older members lead to the crerufon of a new barrack type, the "old men's" bamtck or the combination 
barrack which was based ou the differing nced.s of the i.:lderly. Koch was the archit~i.:t for the quartcnnaster storehouse, and most 
importantly, for the proto1Yf1C: comhina1loo b3J'rack.'" 

The Library (Building 3) ts o three-story building with the recreation hall on the lower level entered from the south, and the 
library on the main level and me?.Uloinc with its entrnncc on the north facing the Muln Building, the bnrracks (Buildings 5 
11nd 7), and !he hospital (Building 6). IL was built iu a n:~;traincd Classical Revi,al s1yle.1n materials and \\indow trea1mmt, 
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it np~ similnr to other Koch buildings Al the Nortbwesrom Branch; however, there ls no document.atlon to support such an 
attribution. 

The Social Hall {Building 4) is a three-story frame building, similar in armngement to the Library located to the east. It has a 
lower level, with bowling al leys, entered rrom th.: south, and two upper floors entered from th;: north. The two open floors were 
used for dances and meetings of the local post of the G.A.R. It was also done io a Colonial Revival style; unlike almost nil non­
quaners buildings, it is n fuune srructm~. 

The Headquarters Building (Buildlng I) is located just south of rhe Main Building, somewhat aligned with the east facade of 
the Main Building. It is e1151 of the Libnuy and Social Hall, and is positioned to crcnle a sense of enclosure between the Maio 
Building and Building S (barracks) of the north. the Social and Library on the south. There is 11 base remaining from a flagpole, 
which was IOC!lted in the center of this mclosurc; photographs identify this enclosure as the "p3t'lldc grounds". 

The restraint of the Renaissance Revival style, the uso of cream city brick, and the window 1rea1mcnt again sugg-est an uuribution 
to Henry C. Koch. TI1cre is ao firm evidence for such an attribution. Based on a reference to a project for a "building at the 
Nationa.1 Home" in an inland Arr:hltcct listing of J lcory C. Koch's projects for 1895. either the bcadquiltten building, the 
quartermaster's storehouse {Building 20), or the power plant (tluilding 45) may be attributed to Koch.121 It is likely that ho would 
hove identified the headquorten building or the powerhouse by its aamo if he had been lhe architect, which suggests that the 
1895 Koch project was the storellousc. The storehouse is a large, utilitnrian wnrehousc structure located along u siding of the 
former Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad. It is built of Milwaukee cn:am brick in an unadorned utilitarian ~tyle. 

The most significant building by function that was erected at the Northwestern Branch in the early I S90s wos the "old men's 
barrack" or combination bilrnlck (Builuing 13, domolisbed/1972) which was built to the west of the western audition 10 the 
hospital in I 893. 

A co111TaC1 for construction, dat<.'11 May 23, 1893, identifies the archirect as Henry C. Koch and the building as a brick veneered 
building designed for baJTocks.1" The 1893 comblnntion bamick ot the Northwestern Branch was n two-story stn1cture with 
n long, one-room wide main building with three wings, one 01 each end and one in the middle, extending off iL'l nOrth side. 
The center wing w:is the dining hall and kitchen, which served only the elderly Civil War memben living in the barrack. The 
Northwestern example was the first of the type to be built, and served as the model for the other b11U1ches where i1 was n standard 
b=k type by 1902. ~ 

The last project of the I 890s at the Northwestern Dranch involved the reworking the 1881 Ward Memorial Hall in 1895-97.110 

When it was originally built, the 6r..1 Roor housed several dilfcl'\!nt functions and the second Door was a tn.11 assembly room 
S(l3CC, provided with a slllge and Rxed ~eating to be used for plays, lectures, and concens. The upper room was well lighted by 
windows on its east and west sides. A painted glass window, depicting General Ulysses S. Grant on horsebAck, was donated to 
the Northwestern Branch by the Grand Army of the Republic at its annual encampment in 1887. This window was installed in 
an enlarged window opening at the e:ist side of the second floor. In 1897, the theater WllS enlarged through the removal of the 
floor between the original first and sc...-ond Doors, and the wrapping of the original thenter balcony t1tOund the side of the theater 
space. The result of this WllS the blocking off of che Grnnt window, which ann only be ~ccn on the interior in a very shallow 
space bctwecin the theater nnd the exterior walls. ll• In the 1930s, a projection theater system WllS added to Ward Memorlnl Hall 
so movies could be shown. During its I 00-plus year history, entertainment on its singes fearured vaudeville Md opera, Stage and 
movie stars, including Bob Hope. Ltbcrnce, Ethel Mcnnan. and Bums & Allen among others. 

In 1898. Congress approved the establishment of lll1 eighth branch of tho National Home at Danville, lillnois. Tiic initial building 
program for this branch consisted of over forty buildings arrnnged in a formal plan within a largo circular rood with the mess 
hall as the center of the circle and barracks slllggcred along the edge of the circle. The Mountain Branch, which WllS established 
in 1903, near Johnson Ctly, Tennessee, carried the concept of prior planning into the nrchiteclural form of the buildings as well 
as in the plan. 111e bui ldings at the Mountain Bronch were designed in o French Chntc11u style 11nd grouped around a centtol 
courfyard lo give the grouping a heightened seusci of monumemality The facility received considcnible praise when it was 
o~ncd, as cnucs commcnd'-'<I the Federal government for funding such a well-worked out scheme "'The last of the National 
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Home branches was esmhllshcd at Hot Springs, South Oakota, in 1907, as the Battle Mounlftin Sanitnrmm. The fucility was not 
n branch Itself, but a facility open to members 01 llDY of nine branches suffering from rheumntism or tuberculosl~. The buildings 
of lbc Sllllilllrium were done In a Spanish Mission style and were arranged like !he ~kes of a wheel nidiating out from a circular 
waU..-way around a interior cowtyan:l.111 

For lhe most pa.rt, the architectural projects of the Treasury Department, the Public Hcnlth Service, and Veterans Bureo.u \\ere 
highly standardized in plan and in eyle. The model for this approocb can be seen in the design program of lhe Mountain 
and Battle Mountain branches of the National Home. The architecture oflhc Mountain and B11ttle Mountain Brnnches of 1he 
National Home had followed a similar desigu approach In adopting a siugle style iu planning all the buildings for lhe site. The 
architectural critic Moutgomcry Schuyler had prnised !he managers and the architect of the Mouolain Branch for creating 11 

building complex unified through Sl}'lc and building arrangement.I>' When a group of four three-story bnrracks were being 
planned for the Pncific Branch in 1929, lhe Board had required their desig11 lo conform to lhe style of the new hospital building at 
lhe branch. Clearly. the Board of the National Home had beeu ttylng to produce more harmonious architectural projects in its lasl 
twenty years. 

The style 1111d materials (red brick and fine sto11e oroamen111tioo) seen in the 1923 tuberculosis hospital (Building 70) rcftecis !hat 
uniform design approach, which begin in the early 1920s for veterans facilities. The single major building at the Nonbwcstcm 
Branch constructed by the Veterans Adminislrnlion in the 1930s is the hospital annex (Building 43), which is locaied on ll1~ south 
side of1hc Historic DistricL Although the windows and entry doors have been replaced, the building demonstrates the Veterans 
Adminislralion 's use of a simplified Georgian Revival style. Stylistically, the hospital annex is similo.r 10 the 1923 tuberculosis 
hospital (Building 70) buih by the Veterans Bureau. 

For the most part, the architectural projecis of the Veterans Adm mistration were designed by the Technical Service Division of 
the V.A .. with consuuction supcrvisi<m gi••en to local peTI>Onnel using local contractors."' Building Sl}lles and materials as well 
as Boor plnns were standardized for V.A. projecis. The hospilal nnnex was completed in August 1933. 

In the historic dis1rict. lhe only other structures built in the 1930s were garnges, storage buildings, and a new kitchen for lite 
Main Building {Building 2) The kitchen project io\<olved the demolition of the original 1867 kitchen on the north side of the 
Mnin Building dining ha 11, and lite con~truction of a new kiichon. The new kitchen was built with bricks salvaged from the 
demolition, allowing the new construction to match the original 1867 building. '14 Jn war and post-war era of the 1940s, the Issi 
decade of significance in the historic district, the str11cturcs built were garnges and Quonset huts, .,..ith the exception of a Hsgpole 
er<:cted in 1945 at the cmJ of World Worn, which was removed by the V.A. la the Joie 1980s. ln 1972, the State Medical Society 
of Wisconsin honored lhe early history aod medicine of the historic district with an historical marker honoring Dr. Erastus B. 
Wolcott, located on 1he hill 11bovc Lake Wheeler.'" lo 1989, the history of Ilic Northwestern Branch of the National Home for 
Disabled Volunte<:r Soldiers was commemorated with U1e dedication of a Stale Historical MArkcr, "The National Soldiers Home," 
located In fronl of the aew V.A. Mediclll Center along N ationAI Avenue. "1 

The buildmgs within the historic district ronstltute a "Visually impressive group of institutJonal buildings, which are notable both 
for t11c variety of building rypcs (barracks, hospital, library. chapel, quarters, storehouse, power plant) and of styles (Victorian 
Gothic, Victorian Italianate, Shingle Style, Renaissance Revival, Classkal Revival, Colonial Revival) represented. The ~ite 
itself maintains lhe strong sense of place, which is created by lhe ughtly 8!J'lilll!~ grouping of buildings. The buildings and !he 
lnndscape are mtegratcd into~ symbolic expression of nntioaal unity for which the Civil War was fo11gh1, and for whicb the 
National Home w~ created. 

Arclleoloelcal Potential 

Prehistoric archeology has been undcrt11ken rhrt>ugb funded projcots for test cxco.volions at various localll)us within the Nn1lonal 
Home Hisloric District grounds. Some of lhese were undenaken as a part oflhe development of lite V.A.'s Ftiscoric Pres~rvarlon 
Plan in 1992.'" Historic archeology may be of considerable signmcance in 1hat the sites of several demolished buildings have 
been identified on lhe grounds. Excavations al existing sites have uncovered hisioric artifacts related lo the Home's period of 
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significance in addition to prehistoric artifacts Th~ sires, as well as other locations around existing buildings may yet yield 
v11IW1ble infonnation on tile habits illld possessions of the National Home members, HS well as on construction prnotlces used 
over the last 125 years of building on the site. As suggested by the Archeology Report contained In the Historic l're$ervallon 
Plan, further excavations at the three idcatilied prehistoric and historic archaeological sites, including a potemilll burial mound 
at Site A, as \\ell as additional excavations along the bluff line boundary on the west side of the grounds. may uncover additional 
prehistoric a11 if acts, inolud ing artifacts of potential significance for Native Americ011s. To dttte, excavntlons have uncovered the 
following prehistoric finds: 

Site A, a 40-meter by 30-metcr site, IOCllted just nol1h\~Cst of the Silurian Reef and north of Buildings 18, 19 and 62, at the 
intersection of Mitchell Boulevard and the Miller Park entrance to the Historic District olf ofl-94. £xcavaLions uncovered 24 
prehistoric materials, Including several stone tools and chert Hokes and shaner nrtifacts, the byproducts of stone tool construciion 
Ayet-unexcavined low-rise mound is located on the north, northeastern tip of the site. 

Site B, 11 40-meter by 50·meter site located cost offhe Powder Magazine and north of Building 2, uncovered 9 prehistoric items, 
including chert flakes and shatter. 

Sile C. a SO-meter by 20-meter site, located on a small rise across the railroad trncks to 1he south ofBuidJing 7 on the west side 
of Red Arrow Road, uncovered prehistoric debris including chert flakes. 
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The intense pressure thi\I was placed on lhe National Home and lhlll bas continued with its successors, the Veterans 
Administration and the Depanmcnt of Veterans Affair.i, lo meet the needs of American vetcl'llns, could easily have oaused 
considcn1ble loss of site and buildings et lbe fonner Northwestern Branch However, the Milwaukee faciliiy clearly bas major 
buildings from its entire hiscoty and the site, as originally laid out by Chaplain Van Home, is virtually intact, with the exception 
of the loss of the farmlands for the County Stadium and the intrusion ofl-94 on the north side. 

The engineering staff of the facility bas maintained a level of historic integrity o~er the years, adapting buildings rather than 
demolishing limn. Unfortunately, the increased pressure on the V.A. in the 1990s has led to 11ccelcl'tlted change in the historic 
district. Mo~i recently, tl1e V.A. 11nnounccd plans in November 2003 to·opcn six buildings, the BC:adqua!Urs, Main, Librlll)', 
Hospital, Chapel and Ward Memorial Hall (Building I, Building 2. Building 3, Building 6, Building 12 and Building 4 l), as 
well as 37 acm in the southeast comer of the medical center property- at 16 acres of which resides within the Notional Home 
Historic District - to commerclnl development via a 75-yenr JeB.Sc, ais early as summer of200S.''° Additionally, the V.A. began 
renovations in late 20Q.I on the exteriors and iruerlors of some National Register eligible buildings (Building 4 and Build.Ing 17). 

The preparation ofa Historic Pl'tlserval/011 Plan in 1992 - in conjunction with the 1979 original submission of this application 
to the National Ro:ogister of Historic Pll!Ces (and when the historic disuict was deemed National Register eligible In 1980) - was 
Intended to scn·e as a guide in maintaining the historic and nrchitcctural fabric of the dh-trict while accommodating cnrefully 
considered change. Privace citizuns have been encouraged to part icipate in the pr~scrvation of llistoriu buildings oo the ground.-;, 
in pan.icul11r the Ward Memorial Hall, which wa~ used by community theater groups for reb=I~ 8nd perfonnanccs in the early 
to mid 1990s. 

Subsequent effons of the nonprofit Soldiers Home Foundation, Inc.,"' and community partners have focused upon the Chapel 
(Building 12) and Building I. Additional plans ere being flnali7.cd by the Soldiers Home Foundation to ensure the EllL­
design~red buildings- Md the bistoricnl, arcbiteulural signif1C11ncc as well as lhc legacy of veterans' sacrifices housed within 
the bulldings-nl.ong with Iha cemetery, grounds 4Dd buildings of !he entire historic districl, are properly and revttfndy resiored 
and preserved Educational activities and tours, including an annual Reclaiming Our Herimgc Multi-Era Encampmen1 and 
Reenactment that draws I 0,000 people to cite grounds each June,'" - as well as ongoing partnership efforts and activities with 
rhe Dep11rtment of Veteran Affairs, the community, stale and nation - have euetgiud preservation effons 8Jld called mcreasing 
attention to the need to restore and preserve the buildings and grounds of 1his nalion111Iy significant historic district. 

For over 20 yeo.rs, the Soldiers Hllme Foundntion has specifically been dedicated to protecting, prc>crving 11Dd highlighting this 
national IJ'e4Sure because, among so many reasons. The Notional Soldiers Home Hi.1oric District is: 

Milwaukee'$ most direct link to President Abrahnm Lincoln, 

A luting reminder of the fore.: of American women who "we determined to caro for those who bore the burden of war and 
who foresaw the need for permanem care for veterans of all wnrs, 

• The nation's only remaming eXl!lllple of its original federal soldiers homes and recuperative villages, 

The national embodiment oflhe history of fodernl veteran m~dical c.are from the Civil W11r to modem time.~. 

The final resting place of more tnan 37,000 American vercr.ms from the War of 1812 through today, 

Th~ home of nn1ionally acclaimed works of orchirecrurnl nrt 
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Home at Dayton, Ohio, Ooyron, 1875, 84-94. 

Io I. The only comprehensive llllAlysi~ or the worlt 01 Edward Townsend Mix is Burrows. Work of E. Townsend M'a. 

102. Burrows, Work o/E. Tawmend M'a, I. 

i03. Roger Dixon ond Stefiln Muthesius, Vic1orian Archlrecture, London, 1978, 22. 

104. Numerous buildings by E. Townsend Mix bo.ve been listed on the Nntional Register ufHistoric Places, including: 

SL Luke's Epii.copal ChUrth, Racine, 1866-1867 

Villa Loui~ Prairie du Cluen, 1872 

Immanuel Presbyterian Church, Milwaukee, 1873-1875 

Mitchell Building, Milwaukee, 1876-187 

Mackie Building (Chamber ol Commerce), Milwnulcec, l 879-1880 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church. Milwaukee, 1882 

Grand Avenue Congregational Church, MilWlluko:e, 1887 

105. Dix.on and Muthesius, Yic1orit111Archi1ecmre, 22. 

106. Thomas S. Kirkbride, On the Co1is11'uc1im1, 0'1(anaarto1~ 011d (Jenera/ Arrangeme11ts of Hosp/JO/sfor the buar:e, 
Philadelphia. 1854. 

107. Nancy Tomes, A Generous Crmfid1mce: Thomas Srory Kirkbride and 1he Art of Asylum-Keeping, Cambridge, 1984, 41. 

108. Kirkbride, 011 1/ic ConsTMlation .. of HoSJJIUllS, 53. 

109. Goode, Unittd States Soldiers' llome, 51-52 
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110. Goode, United States Soldiers· Hom11, 75. 

111. Goode, United States Soldiers' l!ome. I 02. 

112. Boa.rd of Managers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, A1111ual Report for 1875, 28. 

113 lloard of MAnagers,An11ua/ Report for 1875.27 

114. For a contemporary biogrnphy of Henry C. Koch, sec Rower, lltsrory of J..1ilwau/cu, vol. 2, 1500.1501; the only 
comprehensive srudy of Koch is William O'Brien. J.fl/wm1kee Architect: Ht!llry C. Koci~ MA d1csis. University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 1989. 

115. Burrows, Work of E. TownseJ1d MLt, 52-53. 

116. ;\11/waulceeSentinel, July 19, 1879, p. 7, col. 2. 

117. O'Brien, Mllwaukee Architect, 151-152. 

118. Board of Managers, Proceedings, December 14, 1880, 6-10: Ward Fund, $7,500; PostHumous Fund, $4,500; Store Fund. S 
3,500 

119. Board of Mauag~r.i. Proceedings, July 6, 1881 ,679; Anmml Report for 188/, July 8, 1881, IS. 

120. Board of Managers, Annual Report/or 1881, September 9, 1881. 26. his interesting to note that Koch not only received 
appro•·al to increase the budge1 for the project by almost 40%, bu1 received additional fees at 6% at a time when architects 
used o standard fee of 5%. Tiiis arrnngement was acceptnble to U1e Board, and did not a fleet Koch's professional 
repu101ion with the Board as he continued to receive commissions for se•·ernl other proj~ts at the National I lome for the 
next fifteen years. 

121. Word Memorial Hall, Nonhwestem Drnnch of1bc National Ho01c for Disabled Volumecr Soldiers, National Register of 
l:llstoric Places, May 8, 1984. 

122. Board of Managers, Proceedings, July 20, 1886, 96. 

12:3. Board of Managers, Proceedings, April 19, 1887, IJ I. 

124. Board of Manager.i, Proceedings, November 17, 1888. 208. 

125. Contrac;I for tonstrUCtion dated April 13, 1889, in the flies of the director oftJie Medical Library, Veterans Affnirs Medical 
Center, Milwaukee; Milwa11/cee Se111inel, April 28, 1889, p. 12, col. 2. 

126. Contract for cons1JUCtion dated May 23, 1893. 

127. h1/c:md Architect, 26/1, August 1895, I 0. 

128. Contract for construction dated May 23, 1893 

129. Celina, ffisrory of Verenm:s •Homes, 317. 

130. Board of Managers, Proceedings, June 10, 18!17, 725. 

131. Ward Memorial Hall, National Rcgistcrofllistoric Places, May 8, 1884. 

132. Montgomery Schuyler, "Fortunate lrcotmcnl ofo Group oflns1itutional Buildings otJolmson City," Architectural IU!cord, 
August 1911, I 37-150: 'The Soldiers' Home in Tennessee: A Noteworthy Example of lluilding.q Plnnned as a Whole," Thu 
Craftsman. December, 1906, 3'10·356. 

133. lfLsrory of Bmtli! Mo11111a/11 Sanitcirium, n.p .. n.d., fro01 Ille files of the Libmry al the Veterans Affairs Medical Center, llot 
Springs, South Dokom. 

IJ.I. S<;buyler, "PonunatcTn.:atmcnt" Arclll1ecruml RHcord. August 1911, 137-150. 
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Verbnl Boundary Description 

OMS No 1024-001 S 

Nalioruil Soldiers Home I listoric DIStnct 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

The Northwcsiem Branch, Nntlona l Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers Historic District is located iu Section 35 ofT7N, 
R2 IE, nnd is wholly contained wi1hin the boundaries of the City of Milwaukee in Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. The boundaries 
of1he north portion begin at a poi111 locattd at the inu:~ection of the southerly curbline of West Blue Mound Road and the right· 
of-way of Milchell Boulevard, !hen procttds south along the enst edge of 1he said right-of-way Ill the north edge of the dght­
of-way of lnterstote Highway 911. The line then procet:ds west on !he oorth edge of the said ln1crs1ate Highway 94 to lhe west 
property line of the Vel<:rans Affairs Medical Cenler, abutting the property of Beth Ho.medrosb llagodel Cemetery; the line then 
proceoos eas1 along the property line of the Veterans Affairs Medical Center abutting calvary Cemetery lO lhe west property line 
of the Veterans Affairs Medicnl Cen1er right-of-way olong Mitchell Boulevnrd, proceeding north to the southerly curb line of West 
Blue Mound Road, returning to the point of beginning. 

The boundaries of the south portion of the historic district begin at the in1erscction of 1he westerly curb line of Story Parl.."WBY 
and the s<Juthem edge of the right-of-way ofJnterstntc 1-Tighway 94, proceeding along lhc base of the bluff on lhe properzy line 
bc1wecn the Miller Park grounils nnd the VeteransAffoirs Medical Center to the intersection with the northerly railroad r ight-of­
woy of the Chicago, Milwaukee: St. Paul & Pacific Railroad and the westerly right-<>f-wa) of l lighway 41 From this point, the 
boundary proceeds south on 1.hc across the railroad right-of-way t0 the watercourse of 1he drainage channel, where the bound4ry 
cums southwcst·wesl and follows lhe channel to the west propur1y line of the Veterans AJTairs Medical Ccn1cr. The boundary line 
proceeds north on the established property line to the southerly edge of lhe right-of-way oflotcrstnn: Highway 94, where the line 
turns eas1 to follow the southerly edge rijdi1-of-w11y of the lotemate Highway 9.:t to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries include all resources associated 'Yilh the period of significiance of the his1oric district, and follow the natural 
contours of'1hc sile 1bni were present when 1he original plan was laid out, with the exception of the intrusion oflaters!llte 94 and 
the 1r11nsfor of the former huuu 10 the Cou111y u( Milwaukee. The boundori.:s include Ute View shed from the earliest and mo~1 
prominen1 building (Building 2) Md create a visual separation between !lie historic district and Ute more re~t devclopmcnl 
along Na1ionill Avenue. Building 70 and its related buildings have been excluded cvc111bough l11ey fell wit.bin the period of 
slsnific81lce because Ilic removal of the west wing of I.be origin11I bujJding and the 1938 addition and the construction of Building 
111 and Building 123 ha\c eliminnted the original form of the building and its original contexL 

The boundaries of the National Soldiers Home Historic District nre di.~contiguous as lhe district was physiaally divided when 
Ilic ~1-West Bxpressway ponioo of the Milwaukee County Expressway (now lolerstate !:IJghway 90/94) was built west from 
downtown to Waukesh3 Couniy in 1962.1 Thc highwiiy consuuction bisected the district into a northern third, which contains S 
acres of Wood Nutiona I Cemeiery and part of the Zablocki Drive ~erviccs road and !he Home 'a original enU'lUlce road (General 
Mitchell Boulevard), and lhe larger southern two-thirds portion of the district While the iaterstnte bighwoy physically sepnro1cs 
the districi, these rcsources remain historicnlly contiguous and are considered contiguous in day-to-day opc:rntions by both !he 
Wood National Cemetel) and tlic Department of Veterans Affairs in !he upkeep and maintrnance of the c.:metery markers 

and VA gro\UlclS. 

Fad note 
I Milwaukee Journal Senrine/. Feb. 27, 2005. "For 50 years, Milwaukee's been on a freeway ride." Eric Paulsen 
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Form Prepared By 

The original Bpplication !hat detcnnined National Register Eligibilil}' was prepared by; 

Name/Tit.le. Nancy J. Hubbard 

Orgauiulion: Planning and Design Institute 

Street&. Number: 4545 North Woodburn 

Ci1y or Town: Milwaukee Slate: WI 

date 7/211992 

telephone (414) 229-6451 

Zip: 53211 

ln addition to Ms. Gilpatrick Halverson, this resubmitted application was updnred by 1he following: 

Nrunerfillc: Attorney Todd Hunter, President 

Organization: Heritage Guard Preservation Sociecy, fnc 

SIJ'Cct & Number. 11 S West Main Street, 2nd Floor 

City or Town· Maifooo State: W1 

Nrune/fitle: Patricia Lynch, Secreuuy 

Orgaoiution Soldiers Home Foundation, Inc. 

Street & Number: 5000 West National Avenue 

City O< Tnwn· Mllwllllkee State; WI 

date 1/2512005 

telephone (608) 255-8678 

Zip: S3703 

dale 1/25/2005 

telephone (414) 389-4135 

Zip: 53295· l 000 
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Photographs 

Photographer: Potrlcia A. Lynch 

Photographs tnken: December 20, 2005 
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Locntlon of negatives: Soldiers Home Foundation, Inc., Office, 5000 W. National Ave., Milwauke, WI 53295 

Photo# 

I 

2 

3 

4 

60 

61> 

7 

11 

12 

17 

18 

37 

39 

41 

43 

45-106 

50-49 

53 

51 

84 

120 

OB-I 

OD·2 

OB-3 

S-1 

Description 

Ruilding I · Adminstration (Headquarters) 

Building 2 - Old tvlain (Domicilinry) 

Building 3 - Wadsworth Library 

Building 4- Recrt'ation Hall 

Building 6 Hospital 

Building 6 - Hospital 

Building 6 - Dom1cilillly Barracks 

Duilding 11 - Firehouse 

Building 12 - Chapel 

Building 17 - Surgeon & Adju1nn1's Quaners 

Building 18 - Quarters 

Building 37 - Quarters 

Bui Id ing 39 - Governor's Residence 

Ward Memorial Hall (Theater) 

Building 43 - Hospital Annex - Domiciliary 

Building 45 - Powerhouse - and Smokestock 

Buildings 50 and 49 - Quartcrs 

Powder Magazine 

Building 57 - Cemetery R~eption House 

Building 84 - Gnr11ge for Buildings 49, 50 

Soldiers and Sailors lllonumen1 

I liker Statue 

Fountain 

Bivouac of 1hc Dead Marker 

Wood National Cemetery 

Vaotngt Point 

E from Wolcott Ave. m front of Building 3 

NW from OcrJcral Mitchell Blvd. 

SE from Wolcon Ave. in front ofDuilding 4 

S from Wolcott Ave. in front of Building S 

W from Wolcott /\.ve. in front of Building S 

NW from Parki11g Loi off Wolcott Ave. 

S from service drive berween Buildings 2 & 7 

S\V from General Mitchell Blvd. 

W from General Mitchel l Blvd. 

NW from Chapel 

E from General Mitchell Blvd. 

E from South loop of'B8rron Cr. 

NW from lawn south of Barron Cr. 

W from lawn E of General Mitchell Blvd. 

NW from Hines Ave. 

W from W entrance of Building 43 

N from Power House Dr. 

NE from sloping lawn across from Building 2 

SW from Walker Dr. 

S fl'l)tn Power House Dr. 

W from Walker Dr in front of Duilding 57 

E from Hines Ave. 

E from General Mitchell Blvd. in fror11 of Building 2 

N from Walker Dr. 

N from Wolk er Dr ncAr OB-3 
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USGSMap 

USGS Map enclosed. See additional aerial map, also enclosed. 
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Photographs 

Photographer. Patrici11 A. Lynch 

Pbotogmpbs taken; ~ember 20, 200S 

OMB No. I 024-00 I 8 

National Soldiers Home llistorio District 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Location of negatives: Soldiers Home Foundation, Inc., Office, 5000 W. NntionaJ Ave., Milwauke, Wl 53295 
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68 
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II 

12 
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37 

39 

41 

43 

45-106 

50-49 

53 

57 
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OB-I 

OB-2 
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Inscription 

Building I -Admh1stra1ion (Headquarters) 

Building 2-0ld Mnin (Domiciliary) 

Building 3 - Wadsworth Library 

Building 4 - Rec~otion Hall 

Building 6 - HoblJil8l 

Building 6 - HospiUll 

Building 6 - Domiciliary Bnrracks 

Building 11 - Firehouse 

Building 12-Cbapel 

Building 17-Surgeon&. Adjutant's Quruiers 

Building 18 - Quarters 

Building 37 - Quaners 

Building 39 - Governor's Residence 

Ward Memorial Hall (Theater) 

Building 43 - Hospilal AnneK - Domioilinry 

Building •IS- Powerhouse - and Smokestack 

Buildin~ 50 and 49 - Quarrers 

Powtlcr Magazine 

Building 57 -Cemetery Reception House 

Building 8-1 - Garage for Buildings -19, 50 

Soldiers and Sailors Monument 

Hiker Statue 

Fountain 

Wood National Cemetct} 

Vaotogc Point 

E from Wolcott Ave. in front of Building 3 

NW from General Mitchell Blvd. 

SE from Wolcott Ave. in front of Building 4 

S from Wolcott Ave. in from of Building S 

W from Wolcott Ave. in lro11tofBuilding 5 

NW from Parking Lot off Wolcou Ave. 

S from service drive between Buildings 2 & 7 

SW from General Mitchell Blvd. 

W from General .Mitchell Blvd. 

NW from Chapel 

E from General Mitchell Blvd. 

t from ~outb loop of Bnmm Cr. 

NW from lawn south ofBamm Cr. 

W from lawn B of General Mitch~ll Rlvd. 

NW from Hines Ave. 

W from W enmmcc of Building 4 3 

N from Power HOU$e Dr. 

NE from sloping lawn across from Building 2 

SW from Walker Dr 

S from Power House Dr. 

W from Walker Dr. m front of Building 57 

E from llincsAvc. 

E from Ge.neral Mitchell Blvd. In front ofBuilding 2 

N from Walker Dr. near OB-3 
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NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH, NHDVS Page 1 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Historic Name: Northwestern Branch, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers 

Other Name/Site Number:  Northwestern Branch, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers Historic 
District; National Soldiers Home Historic District; Clement J. Zablocki Medical Center, Department of 
Veterans Affairs 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 5000 West National Avenue   Not for publication: 

City/Town: Milwaukee Vicinity:

State: WI County: Milwaukee Code: 079 Zip Code: 53295 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ownership of Property Category of Property 
Private: X Building(s): ___
Public-Local:    District:  _X_
Public-State: ___ Site: ___
Public-Federal: ___ Structure: ___
Object: _X_

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing

23 16 buildings
3 sites
2 2 structures
2 1 objects
30 19 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National Register: 31 

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing:   



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH, NHDVS Page 2 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

DRAFTFT
AAF

RARA
DDRA

4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify 
that this ____ nomination ____ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  In my opinion, the property ____ meets ____ does not meet the 
National Register Criteria. 

Signature of Certifying Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau  

In my opinion, the property ____ meets ____ does not meet the National Register criteria.  

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

___ Entered in the National Register 
___ Determined eligible for the National Register   
___ Determined not eligible for the National Register   
___ Removed from the National Register   
___ Other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper       Date of Action 
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DRAFT
6. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic: Health Care Sub: Hospital
  Domestic    Institutional Housing 

Funerary    Cemetery 
Current: Health Care Sub: Sanitarium
  Domestic    Institutional Housing 

Recreation Museum
  Work in Progress 

Vacant

7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: Late Victorian: Gothic; Italianate; Shingle Style; Renaissance
Late 19th & 20th Century Revivals: Colonial Revival; Classical Revival. 

MATERIALS:
Foundation: Stone 
Walls: Brick 
Roof: Wood/weatherboard 
Other: Slate 
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance. 

DRAFT
The Northwestern Branch of the NHDVS is nationally significant under NHL Criterion 1 as a property that is 
associated with events that have made a significant contribution to our past; and NHL Theme IV, shaping the 
political landscape: governmental institutions, under the area of Health/Medicine.  The Northwestern Branch is 
an outstanding representation of the development of a national system of medical and residential benefits for 
disabled veterans. It is particularly significant in representing the beginning of the network of veterans’ 
benefits that began growing rapidly after the Civil War, and it became increasingly important in terms of 
medical and geriatric care after 1900.  The Northwestern Branch was the first NHDVS branch to institute such 
innovations as employing professional female nurses, and providing separate quarters for elderly members, 
inspiring similar changes in the operations of other branches.  The physical development at the Northwestern 
Branch also influenced the way in which subsequent branches were designed. 

Founded in 1867, the former Northwestern Branch, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers Historic 
District (NHDVS or Home) is situated at the west end of the U-shaped Menomonee River Valley, on the far 
west side of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  The main portion of the historic district is within the northern two-thirds 
of the Clement J. Zablocki Medical Center, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).1  The greater VA complex is 
bounded to the south by West National Avenue; to the east by Miller Park Way and the Milwaukee Brewer’s 
Miller Park baseball stadium complex.  To the north is Brewers Way (an access road to the stadium), Highway 
41 and the Silurian Fossil Reef, a geological site designated as the Soldiers’ Home Reef National Historic 
Landmark in 1992.  The complex is bounded to the northwest by Interstate Highway 94 and to the west by 
residential neighborhoods. The approximately 90-acre historic district does not include the southern portion of 
the Zablocki Medical Center, excluding several very large modern buildings built by the DVA and supporting 
parking areas. Progressing from west to east, this excluded area is bounded roughly by Lake Wheeler Drive, 
North Washington Drive and General Mitchell Boulevard. 

The Northwestern Branch NHDVS historic district is a medical complex of residential, hospital, and support 
buildings along with approximately 41 acres of the Wood National Cemetery.  All of this is set within a historic 
landscape in a picturesque, park-like setting, in which the buildings, structures and curving roads are designed 
to take advantage of the high bluffs and deep ravines. There are areas of dense woods and open grassy areas, 
long views, a man-made lake and water course.  The topography of the southern part of the district is 
characterized by an east-west creek drainage that is partially buried as it approaches Lake Wheeler.  South from 
this low point, the ground then rises to North Washington Drive.  The ground also rises north of the creek and 
drainage to the center of the district and the former Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad line, 
which bisects the property east to west. Wood National Cemetery is located at the northwest corner of the 
property.

The Northwestern Branch is an outstanding example of facilities developed by the National Home for Disabled 
Volunteer Soldiers between that body’s creation in 1865 and its incorporation into the Veterans Administration 
in 1930. The Northwestern Branch exhibits a high degree of integrity in location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association.  The Northwestern Branch contains a collection of masonry structures 
executed in popular period styles, and early NHDVS property types not found at other homes, including the 
multi-purpose Main Building and pavilion style hospital.  In particular, the buildings of the Northwestern 
Branch strongly illustrate the development of the NHDVS system --its aesthetic vision and institutional goals-- 
from its inception until its dissolution, and the rejection of a single-building approach to these branches in favor 

1 The medical center is named after the Wisconsin Representative, and Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee from 1977 to 1983. 
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of a decentralized building plan. Ward Memorial Hall was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 
1984, and a 150-acre Northwestern Branch, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers Historic District 
was listed on the National Register of Historic Places at the national level in 2005. Relative to the National 
Register nomination, this NHL nomination excludes a portion of the National Register boundary south and west 
of Lake Wheeler Drive.2

to 
oundary sundary s

The Northwestern Branch NHDVS district contains a total of forty-eight resources, of which thirty 
contribute to the significance of the district: twenty-three buildings, two structures, three sites and two 
objects. All of the eighteen non-contributing resources were constructed after the end of the NHDVS 
period of national significance (1867-1930). Of these, most of the fifteen buildings are small and do not 
intrude greatly into the historic view shed. Another two structures and one object are also 
noncontributing. An inventory of these resources is included in the following descriptive narrative. 

An important resource within the district is the landscape, which retains its original Picturesque style site plan, 
circulation patterns, building locations, portions of water features, and cemetery created by Thomas Budd Van 
Horne. The plan is clearly evident, and incorporates the natural landscape features to focus and frame the main 
buildings. The site slopes gently down to a low point in the middle of the district, which is bisected by the 
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul Railroad, then rises again to the north.  The majority of the historic buildings are 
located on this upward-sloping ground in the north half of the district.  The main road, now General Mitchell 
Boulevard and historically known as Central Avenue, follows a roughly open “S” curve through the Home, 
moving from the southeast corner of the property to the northwest.  Lesser roads branch off the boulevard to 
access residences, administrative, care and maintenance facilities, following the contours of the site.  The 
extreme southeast portion of General Mitchell Boulevard has been realigned to accommodate the new hospital 
construction/parking area, and that portion is not within the NHL district boundary.  On the northeastern 
boundary, a thick screen of trees on the steeply sloping Soldiers Home Reef shields views to newer 
development outside the district boundary.  The cemetery to the northwest dates to 1871; before that date, some 
burials for the Home took place in a Catholic cemetery near the site.   

Original landscaping at the Northwestern Branch included a water fountain, cannons, bandstands, planting beds 
and colorful flower gardens. Within the original 375 acres was also farmland, four lakes and three gatehouses.  
One of the lakes, Lake Wheeler, survives in a modified form at the south end of the district.  Of the others, Lake 
Hincks was removed during the period of significance to accommodate the maintenance area.  Both Spring 
Lake, later known as Lake Huston and situated adjacent to the cemetery, and a farm lake, no longer exist.  
Spring Lake was infilled and is now covered by Interstate 94; the farm lake is no longer within the Zablocki 
Medical Center property boundary. The bandstands, cannons, flowers and gardens are also gone, but the 1870 
fountain remains in front of the Main Building, as do numerous mature trees.  A conservatory located south of 
the railroad and near the governors quarters in the late nineteenth century was gone by 1917. 

The Northwestern Branch buildings are grouped in six clusters and reflect a response to both the former 
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad and the topography. These clusters consist of a historic core of main 
buildings, administration-recreation facilities, maintenance buildings, utility buildings, and two residential 
areas, one to the south and one to the north. Indicative of the evolution of the Home, there are a variety of 
architectural styles represented, as well as construction materials. 

2 Northwestern Branch resources constructed between 1930 and 1955 are identified as noncontributing for the NHDVS period of 
significance; they are, however, contributing resources to a national period of National Register significance for the greater history of 
the Veterans Administration.  



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH, NHDVS Page 6 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

DRAFT
The historic core of main hospital and barracks buildings were placed uphill and north of the railroad, and 
roughly aligned along the tracks. Four of the five buildings are constructed of “Cream City” brick.3  These 
consist of the Main Building (Building 2), the hospital and convalescent ward addition (Building 6), two 
barracks (Building 5 and 7), and the fire engine house and chief engineer’s quarters (Building 11). The Main 
Building is the dominant resource in the district, a large 1867 Victorian Gothic structure designed by the promi-
nent Milwaukee architect Edward Townsend Mix. Located on a high point in the district, the building was sited 
to take advantage of breezes and vistas. It faces east towards the Milwaukee commercial center.  Four corner 
towers were added in 1875-1876. This building housed all residential facilities for Home members from 1869 
until 1884. An important building of note, the first hospital (built in 1867), was located at some distance 
southwest from the Main Building and separated by the railroad track.  It was demolished in 1960.  In 1879, a 
three-pavilion hospital (Building 6) was constructed further west of the Main Building. This building faces 
south, overlooking the wide valley space and West National Avenue. The siting of the hospital appears to have 
been an attempt to readjust the orientation of the historic core buildings from the east to the south. The 
topography and the rail line may also have influenced this arrangement, which encouraged development along 
an east-west axis; with the Main Building occupying the dominant site on the property, and the Picturesque 
landscape design of curvilinear roads and water features to the east, the logical building options were to the 
west or north. A convalescent ward was added to the hospital in 1880. The long axis of this building runs north-
south, and may have been intended as the west side of an enclosed area at first defined by the rear of the Main 
Building on the east and to the south by the easternmost hospital pavilion.  This enclosed area was further 
defined on the north with the construction of the fire engine house in 1883, and the first barracks (Building 5) in 
1884 on the southeast, between the hospital and main building.  An additional barrack (Building 7) was 
constructed in 1888, directly west of the rear of the Main Building, and oriented north-south to parallel the 1880 
convalescent ward. The hospital and the two barracks were designed by Henry C. Koch, another prominent 
Milwaukee architect, in a straightforward Italianate style. The identification of the same architect for buildings 
that formed sides of the enclosure suggests that Koch may have been attempting to create a new or a secondary 
focus for the Northwestern Branch. 

The administration-recreation facilities cluster is also located adjacent to and either side of the railroad line, 
southeast of the Main Building. As with the historic core, all but one building is constructed of Cream City 
brick. This cluster is made up of the 1881 Ward Memorial Hall (Building 41), the 1892 Wadsworth Library 
(Building 3), the 1894 social hall (Building 4), and the 1895 headquarters building (Building 1). These 
buildings were built over a 14-year period, and are grouped to maintain a visual focus on the Main Building.  
Buildings 1, 3 and 4 created a second enclosed space on the south side of the Main Building. The arrangement 
allowed close proximity to the hospitals and barracks while maintaining the Picturesque landscape setting to the 
east. The oddly configured area between Buildings 1, 3 and 4 with the walkway to Building 41 was identified 
as the “Parade Ground” in a 1917 photo souvenir of the Home.  Building 41, easily accessible to members and 
the public due to its location immediately south of the railroad line, also provided an office for the railroad 
company and allowed rail travelers to see the variety of services provided to the Home’s members. As with the 
Main Building, this Victorian Gothic style Ward Memorial Hall was designed by Henry C. Koch.  The three 
later buildings exhibit very restrained handling of various revival styles popular near the turn of the 20th

century. Building 1 has Renaissance Revival features, such as brick belt coursing, small second floor windows, 
and first floor window cornice treatment.  Building 3 was done in a Classical Revival style, and Building 4 in a 
Colonial Revival style. 

3 This cream-colored material was manufactured in Milwaukee, and “Cream City” is a name give to the city because of its 
predominant use of such brick.  Manufactured from a Lacustrine clay deposit found along the western shore of Lake Michigan, it fires
to a buff color.  By the mid-19th century, six million bricks were produced in Milwaukee kilns annually.  “Cultural Resource 
Management in Wisconsin,” Madison:  State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1986, cited in “Dictionary of Wisconsin History,” 
Wisconsin Historical Society, 6 October 2008, https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/dictionary.

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/dictionary
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Maintenance buildings are clustered north of the historic core buildings, and very close to the rail line, 
facilitating transfer of materials from the rail cars to the buildings.  As this area grew during the historic period, 
the road system remained relatively unchanged, but Lake Hincks was infilled.  Trees screen the west side of this 
maintenance area from the historic core cluster.  The largest and oldest of the structures is the 1895 
quartermaster’s storehouse (Building 20). The storehouse is built of Cream City brick with little stylistic 
elaboration. A large addition was built on the east of the structure in 1938; it has minimal stylistic treatment.  
After 1930, smaller service buildings built in this maintenance cluster include a small-scale 1938 brick paint 
shop (Building 97), a one-story 1941garage (Building 99), three Quonset huts erected in 1947 for storage 
(Buildings T-105, T-106 and T-107), and two two-story 1957 buildings, the grounds maintenance shop 
(Building 107) and the engineering storage shops (Building 108). 

DRAFT
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The cluster of utility buildings is located west of Ward Memorial Hall, down slope and southwest of the 
hospital (Building 6), and south of the railroad tracks. As with the maintenance area, this proximity to the rail 
line facilitated access to materials transported to the Home.  The grade level change between the hospital and 
the utility area partially screened views to this service area.  Today, the screening is reinforced by mature trees. 
The utility area developed at the turn of the century, near the Northwestern Branch’s second hospital 
(demolished).  Because of the number of modern buildings in the utility area, the NHL boundary is drawn so as 
to exclude them.  The most prominent and oldest of the utility buildings is the 1895 power house (Building 45). 
Two two-story frame duplex quarters built in 1909 (Buildings 49 and 50) are in this area as well.  There is one 
one-story garage within the boundary, a garage built in 1938 (Building 84), and a 1964 power plant (Building 
112). Recent development in the utility area has resulted in the removal of a greenhouse and a smoke stack for 
Building 45, and a Queen Anne treasurer’s quarters. While there have been a number of changes to the utility 
area, the road system associated with it has remained relatively unchanged since its creation.  Situated between 
the administration-entertainment cluster and the utility cluster is the 1933 hospital annex (Building 43), built on 
the location of the former Home store.  

In order to present an understanding of the greater utility area, the following description is of the area outside 
the NHL boundary: There are two more one-story garages; one built in 1935 (Building 81) and another in 1938 
(also numbered Building 84).  Immediate to the railroad tracks is an auto crash research facility (Building A) 
and nearby a two-story 1955 laundry (Building 102), and a 1973 incinerator, now storage building (Building 
119).4

The south residential area is located in the southeast corner of the district between the railroad tracks and the 
creek watercourse. In this area, separated from the majority of Home buildings, the ground rises to the 
northeast, affording scenic views across the campus towards Lake Wheeler.  Three quarters were built in this 
park-like area characterized by broad undulating lawns, tree clusters, and winding narrow roadways. The oldest 
quarters is the 1867-1868 governors quarters (Building 39), attributed to Edward Townsend Mix through a 
comparison with Mix’s own house on Waverly Place in Milwaukee (demolished).  The governor’s quarters was 
originally built in an Italianate Villa style characterized by tall round-headed windows, shallow bays, and a 
tower element pushed in the junction of the two cross gables of the building mass.  Like the administration, 
barracks, and hospital buildings, the governor’s quarters is built of cream-colored brick. The tower roof was 
covered in polychromatic bands similar to the roof treatment on the Main Building.  Between 1889 and 1916, 
the main roof of the house was raised, the bays were increased to two stories, and the tower roof was replaced 
with a conical element.  The remaining quarters in the area include the former quartermaster’s quarters 

4 These buildings were included in the 2005 National Register nomination for the Northwestern Branch, National Home for 
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, with Buildings 81 and 84 considered contributing to a larger period of significance.  
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(Building 37), a simple frame Colonial Revival side-gabled structure built in 1902, and located in the far 
southeastern corner of the district. The third quarters was a duplex quarters, built for the secretary and the 
surgeon in 1867-1868. It was demolished in 1985, but its 1938 garage (Building 60) remains. 

DRAFT
s. 

Located north of the historic core of main buildings, the north residential area roughly borders the Wood 
National Cemetery at the northwest side of the district.  This area contains frame buildings.  The principal 
building is the Shingle Style 1889 chapel (Building 12), which also contains elements of the Queen Anne style 
in its asymmetrically-placed turreted tower.  The chapel is characterized by the broad mass of the roof, the grid-
like arrangement of the windows, and the contrasting patterns of wood siding and shingles.  The architect of the 
chapel was Henry C. Koch, the principal architect for Northwestern Branch buildings in the 1880s and 1890s. 
The other buildings in this area are quarters and garages. The Shingle Style duplex secretary and assistant 
surgeon’s quarters (Building 17) was built in 1887 on the northwest side of the area, convenient to the hospital 
(Building 6). Although the popularity of the Queen Anne style was waning by the turn of the century, aspects 
of it can be seen in the nearby 1901 Protestant chaplain’s quarters (Building 16). Its neighbor, the 1909 
Catholic chaplain’s quarters (Building 14), was executed in the popular Colonial Revival style, as were three 
duplex quarters built to the northeast (Building 18, 1916; Building 19, 1921; and Building 62, 1922). 

Other resources in the district include cemetery structures, such as the 1900 cemetery reception house (Building 
57), a small stone structure with a conical metal roof located adjacent to the Soldiers Monument (Building 120). 
The Soldiers Monument is an obelisk topped with the figure of a Civil War soldier was erected in the northwest 
corner of the cemetery in 1903. The Hiker Monument, located in front of Building 43, was dedicated to 
Spanish-American War veterans in 1941. Seven cast iron with verses from the poem “Bivouac of the Dead,” 
installed at the Northwestern Branch in the 1880s, were reset in stone mounts in 1941. 

There are four large buildings located on the south side of the wide valley-like area outside the historic district. 
These structures are the former 1922-1923 tuberculosis hospital (Building 70); the 1966 general medical and 
surgical hospital (Building 111); a 1979 domiciliary (Building 123); and the DVA regional office Building 
5400). Three Home era quarters also survive in this area.  Two were built in 1916 (Buildings 61 and 79), and 
one between 1917 and 1929 (Building 56). Due to extensive changes in the area, these have not been included 
within the NHL district boundary nor were they included within the 2005 National Register of Historic Places 
boundary. Most of the new construction post-dates 1930. Building 70 had originally been located in the 
completely open southwest corner of the Home grounds to provide maximum fresh air and sunlight, and to 
isolate the tubercular patients from the other Home members. In 1938, a large addition was built on the west 
side of Building 70 when it was converted to a general medical and surgical hospital.  By the mid-1960s 
Building 70 was no longer adequate to meet patient needs and Building 111 was built directly east of the 1923 
facility. In the mid-1970s, to provide additional domiciliary space, the 1938 addition and the west wing of 
Building 70 were demolished and Building 123 was built. Extensive parking lots have been built to the east of 
Building 111 and to the north of Building 123. Buildings 56, 61, 70, and 79 have been overwhelmed by the 
larger, newer facilities and the parking area and have lost their physical connection to the NHDVS story. 

One of the three oldest Home campuses to be established, the historic core of the Northwestern Branch is 
remarkably intact, and has suffered the loss of relatively few of its significant buildings.  The historic core 
contains six clusters of resource types critical to interpreting the early history of the NHDVS.  The Main 
Building survives as a very rare and original example of the earliest development efforts of the NHDVS Board 
of Managers. The road system, landscape, and cemetery recall the original site plan as well as its development 
during the period of significance, 1867-1930. While a number of the original buildings, including the first 
hospital, the train depot, hotel, nurse’s quarters, entrance gates, guard house, greenhouse, small physical plant, 
and service buildings as well as the colorful flower gardens and farmlands are gone, new construction has 



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH, NHDVS Page 9 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

generally not taken place on the sites of former buildings  Instead, post-1930s development and the modern 
buildings of the Clement J. Zablocki Medical Center, Department of Veterans Affairs, are to the south and 
separated from the core NHDVS property by railroad tracks, a water channel, and the area’s topography.  
Numerous garages were built in the late 1930s to serve quarters constructed at earlier dates.  The garages are 
small and do not visually intrude upon the scene.  As a result of separation between the major modern buildings 
and post-1930s development and the historic core, the historic campus retains a high degree of integrity as an 
individual unit. 
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The following description of resources is organized in general by building numbers assigned by the Veterans 
Administration/Department of Veterans Affairs.5  In some instances, the DVA uses the word “Building” for 
resources that will be identified in this nomination as structures. 

BUILDINGS

Building 1 Headquarters 1895-96 Contributing 

This Renaissance Revival style building has a shallow “U” shape plan oriented with the open end to the west. 
The foundation is cut stone with mortar joints that are tooled to imitate coursed ashlar.  The exterior bearing 
walls are brick masonry construction (painted a cream color), and there is a water table. On the north, east, and 
south sides of the building the foundation protrudes about 2” at the water table level to form a decorative 
molding. The floor joists and other interior framing are wood construction. 

The main entrance to the building is located in the center of the open end of the “U” configuration and faces 
west. The entrance is defined by a narrow, one story portico that runs the length of the center building section 
between the wings. The six full and two engaged Tuscan order columns of the portico support a flat metal deck. 
The deck is accessed by either a centered second story wood and glass door or by a small metal “ships” ladder 
that extends to the ground on the right side of the portico. There is a sign that reads “Milwaukee Wi.” over the 
steps to the portico. The entry portico is reached by two concrete steps as well as a concrete ramp. Modern pipe 
railings are used at both the ramp and steps.  The west entrance is protected by an added white wooden wind-
screen enclosure. The panel door has an upper glass pane and ornate hardware. There are two basement exits 
on the south side at grade and one exit on the east side that is approximately three feet below grade.  

There are three windows on each floor of the west end of the wings. The windows continue around the entire 
building in the same pattern spacing. The first floor windows are four-over-four light sash windows with jack 
arches. A brick belt course extends around the first floor above the windows, stepping above the arches. The 
second floor windows are also four-over-four light sash that are smaller vertically than the first floor windows.  
 All the windows have stone sills and aluminum storms. The windows are framed with a concave brick molding 
measuring about 3” wide and deep. Some hardware for awnings still exists on the wood window frames. 

The building has a hipped roof with built-in gutters and green composition shingles, except for the portico roof, 
which is metal. There are two small hip roofed dormers on either side of the west entrance. They have small 
wood frame, single-pane, fixed windows. At the center of the ridge between the two dormers is a cupola with a 

5 The Section 7 text and building descriptions for this nomination are adapted from Halverson, et. al., “Northwestern Branch” 
National Register nomination, which in turn had been based upon Planning and Design Institute, Inc., “Clement Zablocki Veterans 
Administration Medical Center, Historic Preservation Plan,” January, 1992.  
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flared, pyramidal roof, the top part of which forms a finial. Three sides of the cupola have louvers and the 
fourth side facing the west has a clock. 

DRAFT
The interior of Building 1 contains a stairway running through the first floor lobby.  This stair leading to the 
other levels had been originally framed by two arches, one for the run to the basement and one for the run to the 
second floor. One arch was eliminated to enclose the stair leading to the second floor but the arch leading to the 
basement stair is intact.  Flooring has been covered with a variety of modern materials including rubber, 
resilient tile, and carpeting. Walls are plaster. The southeast room (former post office) has walls and ceiling 
covered with embossed metal.  This room retains its original brass, glass and wood mail slots.  Some modern 
partitions have been added to the original plan, and fluorescent strip lighting is used in the main floor and 
upstairs lobby, and in many of the offices.  Typical doors are panel and glass with transoms, and some original 
hardware survives. Door trim includes circular corner bull’s eyes.  The building is currently used for Veteran’s 
Service Offices. 

Building 2 Main Building     1867-69; 1876-77 Contributing 

Architect Edward Townsend Mix designed this Victorian Gothic style building, which occupies the most 
prominent place on the site. Located on a high point in the ground elevation, it can be seen from all points in the 
complex and from the expressway. The location and design were intended to provide major visual impact at the 
Home.  Building 2 is a “T” shaped building. The top of the “T” forms the main façade, which is oriented to the 
east. There is one tower centered on the east facade and four lower towers at the corners of the top of the “T.” 
The base of the “T” has a wing that was added at an unknown date on the north side. The building varies in 
height from three stories with basement in the straighter middle sections to four stories with basement at the 
north and south end towers and central core section. The entrance tower on the east side is six stories high. 

The building has a cut stone foundation wall of coursed ashlar pattern with flush mortar joints. The only excep-
tion to this is the newer north wing, which does not have a stone foundation. The exterior bearing walls are 
Cream City brick masonry. The floor joists and other interior framing are wood construction. Wall orna-
mentation includes rectangular recessed brick panels, decorative brick and stone belt courses, and corbelling at 
the tower eaves. The second story on the south side of the base of the “T” has paired, engaged brick pilasters 
without bases or capitals. The south side of the top of the “T” of this building shows evidence of a removed 
porch three stories high. This porch can be seen in early photographs.  Large arched brick openings, which 
perhaps enclosed pairs of double doors, have been infilled with Cream City brick on the south side. Double 
hung windows are set within these openings and are much smaller than the former openings. Many belt courses 
serve as continuous window sills. Windows are typically one-over-one sash, although they vary in width and 
height between floors and sections. With the exception of the four-story tower windows, they all have either a 
brick segmental arch or a Gothic incorporated in or around the transom or tracery.  Engaged brick pilasters 
flank each of the windows. Sashes are painted a tomato red color.  The four-story towers have sets of windows 
with segmental brick arches.  The base of the “T” has four-over-four sash windows, while the newer, north 
wing off the base of the “T” has modern aluminum windows in sets of two. 
The building has a tri-color slate shingle mansard roof; the towers retain their original iron cresting. The 
shingles repeat from a zigzag fish scale pattern to a simple rectangular lap pattern.  The most noticeable pattern 
is on the fourth-story roof around the core portion of the building.  Other mansard roofing material is 
composition shingle.  The north wing has a flat roof. Gabled dormers are set in the roof, decorated with Gothic 
tracery surrounding two tall, narrow double-hung windows topped with a shorter double-hung window.  In the 
towers, there are single windows rather than sets of two. 
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The main entrance to the building located on the east side is a modern, metal and glass, storefront entry. Beyond 
the modern door entrance, there is a pair of doors with wood Gothic tracery at the transom.  At the basement 
level of the south facade is an enclosed entrance and waiting area for buses made of aluminum storefront 
material with a cream colored brick base. There is a similar but smaller enclosure framing the entrance on the 
north side. There is also an entrance off a small loading dock on the north side addition. The dock is open with a 
simple flat metal canopy. 
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The first floor of the east tower is open on three sides with high, Gothic arches. The steps rise on the fourth side 
to the main entrance to the building. The piers rest on a base that is made of light buff, cut stone similar to the 
foundation walls. The slate roof has light and dark tiles in varying patterns. There were balconies at the third 
floor windows of the tower on the east side and other locations. They have been removed but traces of them can 
be seen in the brickwork and in early photographs. 

The interior floor plan has rooms located off the main corridor leading from the entrance wing and along the 
two wings perpendicular to it. There are shallow arches distinguishing the main level entrance corridor at the 
east and west ends. The arches are terminated with large molded pendants.  A series of five shallow pointed 
arches are at the corridor intersection in the center of the building. The west wing at the opposite end of the 
main corridor contains the dining hall on the first floor level. The hall has three rows of plain slender columns 
and a large kitchen facility at the north end. This serving kitchen and dishwashing area has quarry tile floors, 
tile walls, and some skylights.  Laundry facilities, storage, and mechanical areas are also located in the 
basement along with a large canteen with a seating area.  The fifth floor level is in the base of the mansard and 
has dormer windows set in deep wells at the floor level. This level has a small floor area and a partial height 
partition system.  In the central tower, the second and third floor levels have raised seating areas accessed by 
short flights of stairs. Surviving interior detailing includes terrazzo floors in the corridors, plaster walls, 
vertical board wainscoting in some rooms, many original panel doors, heavily molded door trim, old heating 
grillwork, and some door hardware.  Building 2 is currently vacant. 

A lawn area extends along the front of the east and part of the north sides. This rolling park-like area is dotted 
with a few shrubs, flower beds and flowering trees; directly in front of Building 2 is a fountain.  General 
Mitchell Boulevard passes by the east and north sides, and Wolcott Avenue is located along the south side.   

Building 3 Wadsworth Library 1891 Contributing 

Building 3 is a one and one-half story Classical Revival style building in a rectangular plan with a truncated hip 
roof. The main entrance faces north.  The grade slopes to the south, thereby creating a near-full-light basement 
on the south side. The foundation is rough cut Wisconsin limestone of large rectangular blocks in even 
coursing that have been repointed. The original mortar joints were tooled in a raised pattern at the horizontal 
and vertical joints. Walls are constructed of Cream City brick.  Engaged brick columns with carved ogee 
capitals and rough stone bases divide the walls into bays on all four sides. There are five bays across the front 
and back, and nine bays along each side. Each bay contains a three-over-three double hung window and a 
recessed stone panel above the window. This panel consists of six courses of brick-sized, pitched-face stones.  
Window sills and lintels are smooth stone.  Each bay also has a corresponding basement window.  Centrally 
located within a blank entablature on the north facade is an oblong sign with “Wadsworth Library” written in 
gold letters. There is a gabled dormer at the center of this north side roof, containing three one-over-one 
windows. A similar dormer on the south side is divided by corbelled chimney. The roof is covered with 
composition shingles, and the cornice is accented by large dentils.  A gabled monitor skylight terminates the 
roof.
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A recessed entrance is located at the northwest corner of the north façade. The corner is completed by a single 
freestanding column.  There is now indoor/outdoor carpeting covering the concrete steps. These railings extend 
out and around the freestanding column and the engaged columns at the sides of the steps. There are holes that 
indicate where earlier handrails were set into the stone work. A small globe light hangs in the recessed portico. 
The entrance to the Library has a modern aluminum door and storefront system with side light and transom. 
There are two other exits, both are on the south side of the building. One exit is on the first floor level and leads 
to an exterior metal stairway. The other leads from the basement and is on grade. This exit is framed in a newer 
wood and metal wind-screen enclosure. 
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The interior of Building 3 is essentially a large rectangular two-story room at the first floor level.  There is a 
narrow staircase in the northeast corner that leads to a balcony that runs along the outside walls overlooking the 
main reading room below.  The balcony is supported by slender cast iron columns with Corinthian type capitals. 
The ceiling of the reading room is supported with trusses of wood and steel.  The skylight subwindow of amber 
glass is intact, but the upper gabled skylight has been covered.  Strip fluorescent lighting fixtures are suspended 
from the ceiling trusses.  At the south end of the main room is a fireplace with a mantle of applied scrollwork 
and various other carved elements.  Surviving interior detailing includes terrazzo floors in the men’s room, 
plaster walls, original doors and door hardware, heavily molded door trim, and some door hardware.  A chain-
operated dumbwaiter for books connects the main level to the balcony level.  The building is vacant. 

Building 4 Social Hall 1894 Contributing 

Building 4 is a two-story, frame Colonial Revival style building in a rectangular plan with a gable-on-hip roof.
The main entrance faces north.  The grade slopes to the south, creating a near-full-light basement on the south 
side. The foundation is pitch-faced stone in regular courses below a brick wall. The mortar joints of the 
foundation are tooled. The roof is covered with composition shingles. The building is sided in narrow 
clapboards painted white, with vertical board engaged pilasters that divide the walls into bays. The north and 
south sides have three bays; the south and east have six.  Between the second floor windows and the roofline is 
a blank wood entablature. Windows in each bay are pairs of one-over-one sash.  Above the windows on the 
first floor, the original transoms have been covered by metal panels painted white.  The windows at the 
basement level have semicircular arches and pitch-faced stone sills. 

The main entrance is on the northeast corner, within a shed roof, one story portico. The portico is supported by 
square columns.  On the portico is a board sign with “Recreation Bldg.” painted in black. There is a one and 
one-half story, semi-circular bay with a flat roof at the northwest corner, which contains an interior staircase.
The first floor of the bay has been enclosed with vertical boards, although the second retains its engaged 
pilasters separating narrow one-over-one windows. The main entrance doors are modern aluminum storefront 
type with large glass panes and a single pane transom. A modern flush door with a single light is located at the 
end of the semi-circular bay, providing access to the interior staircase.   

The building interior first and second floors are both one large room.  The first floor and basement ceilings are 
supported by four central columns with simple capitals of ogee trim.  The basement houses a bowling alley.  
Surviving interior materials include a few four-panel doors with original hardware, plaster walls and ceilings, 
and a newel post with inset beaded panels. The DVA made extensive renovations to the interior to create office 
space in 2004-2005. The building is used as a social center and library. 
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Building 5 Barracks 1884 Contributing 

DRAFT
Based on its similarity to Buildings 6 and 7, the design of Building 5 is attributed to architect Henry C. Koch, 
and displays Italianate-style elements.  Building 5 is a three-story, rectangular building with a mansard roof.  
The roof is covered in asphalt shingles. Shallow cross-gabled bays with mansard roofs are centrally located on 
the south and north sides. Simple fluted brackets accent the rake edges of the roof, and the gable ends are sided 
with shingles. East and west of the bays are shed-roof dormers. The building sits on a random coursed ashlar 
stone foundation and has a large stone water table and Cream City brick walls.  The interior is wood frame 
construction. Windows are typically six-over-six double hung, although the dormer windows are nine-over-
nine light sash, and basement windows are three-pane.  The building has two joined chimneys with decorative 
corbelling, located at the juncture of the cross-gabled bays. 

The main entrance is centrally located in a south-facing cross gable, and accessed by concrete steps.  Entry 
doors are double aluminum, storefront style, set into a brick arch, which is supported by engaged brick 
columns.  A handicap access ramp is located at the southeast corner.  

The structure’s most outstanding architectural feature is its two-tiered, open porch.  It extends the entire length 
of the south side of the building, and has square columns with chamfered corners.  Iron railings extend between 
the columns.  The center portion of the second-story cross gable has been enclosed and includes modern one-
over-one windows, and doors on the north and south. The levels are connected with exterior metal stairs. The 
building is used by the Great Lakes Service Center. 

Building 6 Hospital 1879 Contributing 

Architect Henry C. Koch designed this Italianate style, pavilion plan hospital building. The original portion of 
Building 6 is laid out roughly in an “E” shape, with four wards. The front entrance is located at the south end 
of the three-story second ward from the east, and faces south. The other three wards are two and two and one-
half stories in height and the connecting sections are two stories over basements.  The foundation is of random 
coursed, pitch-faced cut stone. There is a newer addition on the north that has a stone foundation matching 
closely that of the original building. The exterior bearing walls are multi-toned, common bond brick without 
headers except for the north addition, which is finished in Cream City brick. 

The focal point of the building’s mixed architectural style is the three-story entrance pavilion. The pavilion has 
a truncated hip roof with shallow cross gables for shallowly-projecting bays on the south, east and west.  The 
gables on the east and west sides are clipped. The roof is covered with composition shingle and retains its 
metal cresting.  There are eight ornately corbelled chimneys.  Windows are narrow four-over-four with Tudor 
arch hood molds and stone sills.  The bases of the arches connect to bands of brick soldier coursing set at an 
angle to the wall plane. In the south-facing cross gable, a Palladian-style window pattern has a central section 
infilled with a louver, the sides infilled with plywood. On the east and west gable ends, there are two windows 
flanking exterior wall chimneys.  The main entrance is sheltered within a one-story portico in the central cross 
gable. The portico has a large cornice and entablature supported by single round corner columns.  It is topped 
with a flat deck and an ornate wrought iron railing. The entrance door is a double leaf, aluminum and glass 
storefront type set within a recessed Tudor arch. There is a second entry on the west side with a pair of modern 
double doors. The two-story connecting sections between the wings of the “E” have gable roofs covered with 
composition shingle and four-over-four, double-hung windows.  The first floor windows have segmental arches 
while the second floor has semicircular arches.   
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The east and west wards of the original “E” were originally identical, and still retain their basic form with two 
sets of cross gables. Both have four-over-four windows with Tudor arch hood molds.  Gable end chimneys on 
the south have been removed on both wings.  Two metal ridge vents remain.  A two-story porch on the south 
side of the east ward is gone, and the brick is painted white. The two-story porch on the north end of the east 
side has been enclosed. The west ward of the original “E” has a south-facing two-story porch attached to the 
hexagonal bay, although it has been enclosed and infilled with single pane, double-hung windows. At the 
northwest and northeast corners are large chimneys with extensive corbelling and inset brick ribbing. The west 
ward also retains a large chimney type structure open at the top and capped with a hipped metal roof with 
cresting. This elaborate detail has corner posts of fan-shaped decorative brackets.  At the north end of this wing 
is an elaborate large chimney with the same corbelling found on the central entry pavilion.   
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The two-story north ward has a hipped roof and paired windows.  Soldier course brick is located over the large 
pairs of first floor windows. 

The large two-story, gabled addition at the west end of Building 6 is brick, painted white.  Shallow cross gables 
are located in the center of the building on the east and west sides. Four brick chimneys are located in the 
center of the building, near the intersections between cross gable and main gable.  A frame porch with 
chamfered square posts wraps around the north, south and west ends.  Handrails are modern pipe.  Wood 
stairways connecting the two porch levels flank the central bay of the west side.  At the second floor are a pair 
of French doors. The porches on the north end of the west side, and on the east side, are enclosed and have 
aluminum, double-hung windows. 

The wards of the hospital are generally one large room; however, the far west ward and the entrance pavilion 
contain office space. Surviving interior detailing includes plaster walls.  Most doors have been replaced and the 
transoms boarded over.  Ornamentation is limited to the entrance lobby.  The building is partially occupied as a 
Veteran’s Administration Regional Office. 

Building 7 Barracks 1888 Contributing 

Building 7, also designed by Henry C. Koch, is very similar to Building 5.  Building 7 is a three-story, 
rectangular building that displays Italianate-style elements, including a mansard roof.  The roof is covered in 
asphalt shingles. Shallow cross-gabled bays with mansard roofs are centrally located on the south and north 
sides. Simple fluted brackets accent the rake edges of the roof, and the gable ends are sided with shingles.  East 
and west of the bays are shed-roof dormers.  The building sits on a random coursed ashlar stone foundation and 
has a stone water table and Cream City brick walls.  The interior is wood frame construction.  Windows are 
typically six-over-six double hung, although the dormer windows are nine-over-nine light sash, and basement 
windows are three-pane. The building has two joined chimneys with decorative corbelling, located at the 
juncture of the cross gabled bays. 

The main entrance is centrally located in the west-facing cross gable.  Entry doors are double aluminum, 
storefront style, set into a brick arch, which is supported by engaged brick columns.  A handicap access ramp is 
located at the southeast corner. The structure’s most outstanding architectural feature is its two-tiered, open 
porch. It extends the entire length of the west side of the building, and has square columns with chamfered 
corners. Iron railings extend between the columns.  The porch levels are connected by exterior metal stairs. The 
center portion of the second-story cross gable has been enclosed, and includes modern one-over-one windows, 
and doors on the north and south. The building is used as a treatment center.   
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Building 11 Fire Engine House & Chief Engineer’s Quarters 1883 Contributing 

DRAFT
Building 11 is a two-story duplex built of Cream City brick, containing elements of the Queen Anne style in its 
asymmetrical design and brick detailing.  It has a gable roof covered in composition shingle, and the lower ends 
of the gables have large brackets bridging the cornice at the eave to the brickwork below. The building has a 
partial basement of cut stone and brick, and full attic.  There is an internal brick chimney with corbelling.  One 
shallow cross gable is located at the southeast corner of the south side, and a second, three-sided cross gable 
bay near the center of the north (front) facade. The gable ends in both are finished with clapboard.  Windows 
are typically one-over-one with a segmental arch above, but their arrangement varies by wall.   

On the north side, a frame and screen porch extends west from the bay, to the northwest corner.  Inside the 
screening is a wood turned balustrade. East of the bay, a small frame screen entry porch provides access to the 
second duplex unit. The porch encloses a window and a door with glass pane. On the second floor there are 
four sash windows. 

The east side of the building retains design elements reflecting the building’s original use.  On the first floor, 
there are two large elliptical arches of soldier course brick and a double course of corbelled brick above. Below 
these arches are two sets of triple, double-hung windows.  These replaced the original double doors of the 
Engine House. On the second floor there are four double-hung windows with stone sills and elliptical arches.

Surviving interior details include plaster walls, a white marble fireplace, and grey marble hearth.  Building 11 is 
vacant.

Building 12 Chapel 1889 Contributing 

Architect Henry C. Koch designed this Shingle Style frame chapel which displays some Queen Anne features. 
Building 12 is essentially in the shape of a cross.  The main gabled axis runs east-west, with the transept created 
by lower cross-gables. A small one-story sacristy wing with a Swedish gambrel roof is on the west end.  There 
is a dominant bell tower at the southeast corner and a central steeple.  The roofs are covered in composition 
shingle. The foundation is brick that has been painted grey. The building is sided with a combination of 
clapboards and shingles. At the base of the building below the windowsill are shingles cut in saw-toothed and 
scallop-edged patterns. Above this is a section of narrow width clapboards that continue to the window heads. 
Above this band are more shingles. At the gable ends of the transepts the stained-glass windows are flanked by 
flared, shed extensions of the wall shingling with a simple molding beneath.  

The most prominent features are the bell tower and the central steeple.  The bell tower has a tall, pyramidal roof 
with a five-sided engaged turret at the southeast corner. The tower siding is essentially the same as on the main 
massing of the building—alternating patterns of clapboard and shingles.  There is a flared clapboard skirting 
with dentiled and beaded molding above the first floor.  Narrow one-over-one windows with square transoms 
are located on the second floor. There are steeply-pitched, hip roof wall dormers with flared eaves and finials at 
the top of the tower. They contain louvered vents.  An elaborate metal cross finial surmounts the tower, 
detailed in a fan shape with decorative spirals.  Complementing the bell tower is a central steeple located at the 
transept crossing. Much shorter and slimmer than the tower, it also has louvers beneath the eaves, a pyramidal 
hipped roof, and a decorative metal finial. 

On the south side, a narrow veranda stretches from the entry porch on the southeast corner to the southwest 
transept ending with a door. The Chapel’s large gabled roof flares slightly to cover the veranda, which is 
enclosed by a balustrade. Two stained glass triple windows overlook the veranda from the Chapel. On the 



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH, NHDVS Page 16 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

northeast side of the chapel is the main door with a similar veranda that runs from the steeple end to the west 
transept.

DRAFT
The main entrance at the northeast corner has a small gable roof. The gable end has fish-scale and saw-tooth 
shingle facing. The roof is supported by large square chamfer-edged columns. Large scroll carved brackets with 
holes pierced in them support the lower ends of the eaves. The porch decking is tongue and groove wood, 
painted grey. The simple porch balustrade is of square balusters. In addition to the main entrance there is a 
second entrance at the east corner of the south façade at the base of the tower. This door is also covered with a 
gabled hood supported with large brackets. There are also doors leading from the chancel area at the west end. 
They have small shed extensions of the gable roof with large supporting brackets. The doors of the chapel are 
typically double doors horizontal inset panels and square multicolored stained-glass lights at the top. 

Each end of the cross has a similar rectangular, stained glass window that is mullioned into tall, narrow sections 
with smaller sections at the top. On the east facade the larger stained glass window is flanked by compatible but 
smaller stained glass windows. The stained glass windows are in an alternating narrow and long rectangle 
pattern with rectangular perimeter bands in a mottled green glass. Some round elements occur at the small, 
square shaped windows above the tall lower windows. 

The interior of the Chapel is largely intact. The nave has two rows of columns, four in each row, supporting the 
gable roof. An elliptical arched, wood truss system spans crosswise and longitudinally between columns. The 
clustered columns have trim at the top of the base and at the capitals. The capitals have acanthus leaf carving 
and molded elements. The interior of the building has resilient tile flooring. The central section of the ceiling is 
covered with white perforated acoustical tile. The rest of the ceiling is a painted textured plaster. Three stained 
glass windows appear at the chancel end of the chapel depicting Mary, St. John, and Christ.  Most of the stained 
glass windows have dedicatory insets in memory of families and individuals who donated to the chapel. The 
altar is composed of Gothic inset panel elements lined at the edges in gold. A large pipe organ is at the left side 
of the chancel area. It has a paneled wood base and pipes surrounding the swell chamber. All interior woodwork 
and door trim seem to be original. The oak pews are finished in a honey tone. Most of the doors, other than the 
entrance doors, have horizontal panels, and hardware, knobs, and steeple hinges seem original.  Lighting 
fixtures of inverted urn shape are located at the engaged columns at the walls.  Along the walls are plaster casts 
of the stations of the cross. 

Building 14 Catholic Chaplain’s Quarters 1909 Contributing

Designed by architect John Moller, Building 14 is an irregularly shaped frame building with Colonial Revival 
style features that faces east towards a small drive.  On the north side of the building is a small narrow one-story 
addition. The finished floor level of the addition is a few feet below the first floor.  On the south facade is a 
rectangular projection at the southwest corner that has its first floor corners set at a diagonal.  The two-story 
house has a full basement, with rough face cast, concrete block walls. The walls are sided with painted white 
clapboard. Building 14 has a steep hipped roof with a large gable over the asymmetrical front wing. It is 
covered in composition shingles.  On the west side, towards the north, is a tall narrow rectangular red brick 
chimney with corbelling at the top.  The addition on the north has a sloped seamed metal shed roof. 

The main entrance door is on the left of the front wing. Enclosing the front wing is a small, screened porch. 
Surrounding the porch foundation are white lattice panels. A low, hip roof to the right is supported by white 
wood columns. A small gabled overhang at the left is above the screen door.  Behind the screen porch is the 
wood entrance door, which has one pane of glass at its upper section and a single pane glass transom above the 
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door. The rear entrance, a white wood door with one small pane of glass covered by a dark framed, wood 
screen door, is on the west side. 

DRAFT
There is a two-light window on the right side of the main entrance.  Centered above the porch in the middle of 
the front wing is a double-hung window. On either side is an oval window covered with fancy iron grille bars.
At the attic level of the gable is a small double-hung window and exposed vertical framing filled in with 
clapboard. The rectangular projection on the southwest corner has double hung windows at the diagonal 
sections. At the flat section, facing south, are three small vertical windows about 6’ above the floor level 
inside. Simple scroll brackets with lightbulb shaped pendants are at the corners where the second floor 
overhangs at the first floor level to fill out the corner. The irregularly spaced fenestration around the remainder 
of the house is comprised of double hung windows with single panes in each moveable section.  On the interior, 
the second floor bedrooms are served by two separate staircases, as originally designed.  The intent was to limit 
interaction between the chaplain and the housekeeper. A door linking the two bedroom areas has since been 
installed. Trim is plain, and interior doors are four panel.  Building 14 continues to be used for housing. 

Building 16 Protestant Chaplain’s Quarters 1901 Contributing

Building 16 is a two-story frame building that incorporates aspects of the Queen Anne style in its asymmetrical 
massing and details.  It has a brick foundation enclosing a full basement, is sided in clapboard with 
cornerboards, is painted white, and has a gabled roof on an east-west axis. Lower cross-gables are on the north 
and south, and include small brackets.  The front cross gable has a blank verge board.  A gabled extension on 
the west has a concrete block foundation. The roof is covered in composition shingle.  There is one interior 
brick chimney at the north gable end, and an exterior chimney at the south end. Windows are one-over-one with 
heavy wood drip molds, and vary in size.   

The main entry is on the east façade, accessed via a shed roof porch that spans two-thirds of the wall, and is 
supported by four equally-spaced square columns.  A low wood balustrade encloses the porch. The original 
entry was recessed into the north corner of the east wall, but is now enclosed with vertical boards. A second 
entry on the rear (west) side is located within a one-story gabled addition at the northwest corner.  There is also 
an exterior basement access on the north side, via a hatch door.  On the interior, original elements include a 
stairway with turned balusters and square newel posts with finials.  A fireplace in the living room is faced with 
tile and has a wood mantle.  Floors are carpeted and walls are plaster. 

Building 17 Secretary and Surgeon’s Quarters 1887 Contributing

Attributed to architect Henry C. Koch due to a similarity in style between this building and the nearby Shingle 
Style Chapel (Building 12), Building 17 is a frame, two and one-half story duplex building in the Shingle Style 
that sits on a pitch-faced random course stone foundation.  It is dominated by a two-story gabled roof set on an 
east-west axis. Lower cross gables are located off-center on the north and south sides.  The first two floors of 
the cross gables have five sides, while the upper stories are square. At the transition between second and third 
story are decorative brackets with pendants above corner windows.  The roof is covered in composition shingle. 
There are three internal brick chimneys with decorative corbelling, and a very large exterior chimney at the 
east. Windows are typically three-over-one in various sizes, the largest windows at the first floor, and reducing 
in size by floor. The siding is clapboards with shingles in the upper gable ends, all painted white.  At the top of 
the first floor the siding flares slightly. Another flare occurs at the second level, and is accented by a large belt 
course. The same detail appears in the upper gable ends. 
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On the south side there is a full-width front porch with a sloped pitch.  It is supported by six square columns 
with chamfered corners and ornamental capitals with brackets.  Decorative scalloped edging is applied to the 
upper portion of the porch roof between columns, while there is a heavy wood baluster below.  The entrance 
door is located at the southeast corner. The north side’s entrance is located at the northeast corner, within a 
one-story porch with a sloped pitch. The roof is supported by square columns with chamfered corners and 
simple capitals with brackets. There is a wood baluster on this porch, as well. 

DRAFT
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The building’s two units have virtually identically interiors that face away from each other.  The main stairs and 
rear stairs off the kitchen are set side-by-side in the units.  Most doors have transoms and original hardware.  
The north unit has a fireplace with decorative tile facing and hearth. The DVA undertook renovations to the 
interior in 2004 and 2005 for use as a living space for homeless veterans.  

Building 18 Quarters 1916 Contributing 

Building 18 is a three story frame duplex in the Colonial Revival style, oriented with the main facade to the 
southwest. Each duplex unit is a mirror image of the other and there is no visible division on the exterior.  The 
walls are sided in clapboard and the building has a gabled, dark gray shingle roof.  The gable is broken by a 
shed dormer on the southwest side that is shared by both units.  Each unit has a small brick chimney near the 
center of the building. The basement foundation wall is cement block.   

Each unit is entered via an outside screened corner porch with a hipped roof.  The porches stretch halfway 
across each unit and for two bays around the sides. The porch columns are square posts without any decoration. 
The bottom third of the screening is white clapboard.  A lattice covers the porch foundations. Beyond are the 
wood and glass, single-entry doors. Two open porch decks lead to the rear doors.  Toward the center of the 
front facade, each unit has a large one-over-one light double-hung window.  Above these windows and above 
the front doors are smaller double-hung windows with one-over-one lights.  There are two casement windows 
for each unit located in the central shed dormer. The building’s gable ends have randomly spaced windows of 
various sizes. On the interior, the units share oak woodwork, two-panel doors, and picture railing.  Walls and 
ceilings are plastered. Each unit has a fireplace set within a niche on the side of the main stairway.  The 
building continues to be used as housing. 

Building 19 Quarters 1921 Contributing 

Building 19 is a two story, frame duplex in the Colonial Revival style, oriented to the southwest.  It has a 
poured concrete foundation and is sided with clapboard and corner boards.  It has an asphalt shingle-covered, 
truncated hipped roof with exposed rafter tails and small semi-circular dormers.  There is a full-width screened 
porch on the southwest façade, partitioned down the center. Most of the porch is hipped with exposed rafter 
tails, but above the central section it is flat. The porch is supported by large square white columns with applied 
molding; at the corners the columns are grouped in threes.  The front doors are wood with glass panes. 
Windows are typically six-over-six double hung, although those flanking each entry door on the first floor are 
tripartite windows consisting of wide, multi-light double-hung windows flanked by narrower double-hung 
windows. On the second floor of the front façade, is a set of narrow, four-over-four light sash windows.  On the 
interior, the units share carpeted floors and plastered walls covered with wallpaper. The main stairway in each 
unit is open, and each has a fireplace with brick surround and flanking columns, and a reddish brown tile hearth. 
Columns are on each side of the dining room entry.  The dining rooms have a built-in cabinet.  Building 19 
continues to be used for housing. 
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Building 20 Quartermaster’s Storehouse 1896; 1938 addition Contributing 

DRAFT
Architect Henry C. Koch is attributed with designing the original portion of this Cream City brick, utilitarian 
building. The attribution is based on a reference to a project for “a building at the National Home,” in an Inland 
Architect listing of Henry C. Koch’s projects for 1895. Based on this date, the Headquarters building, the 
Quartermaster’s Storehouse or the Power Plant might be attributed to Koch.  Given their importance to the 
operation of the Home, it is likely that Koch would have identified the Headquarters building or the Power 
Plant by name if he had been architect.  This suggests that the 1895 Koch project was the Storehouse.6  A 
railroad spur runs along the south side of the building, approximately 50’ away.  A second section to the east 
was added in 1938. It is a multipurpose warehouse, garage and maintenance-shop building. The building is 
actually two rectangular buildings connected by a narrow passage.  The western and older section has a gambrel 
roof; the addition has a flat roof. The ground level on the south side is at the second story level. 

The western section is three and one-half stories with basement and a one-half story attic.  Windows are 
typically four-over-four sash with segmental brick arches and stone sills.  It is constructed of Cream City brick 
laid in common bond with no headers. On the north end of the west wall, at the lowest level, are three wood 
paneled overhead garage doors with one or two rows of windowpanes. On the south end of this wall at the 
same level is a metal and glass personnel door covered with a fixed metal awning.  Farther to the south are three 
windows and a window opening with a louver. The upper floors each have eight symmetrically placed 
windows. There are two attic windows. The more elaborate south wall has bays separated by attached brick 
pilasters. Between each pilaster is a single double-hung window; some have been boarded over, others replaced 
with glass blocks. Centered on this side, a pilaster extends up to a gabled wall dormer.  The dormer has two 
single windows. There is one concrete loading dock on the south side. The north wall design is similar to the 
south wall except that there are eight overhead panel doors at the basement level.  The eaves of the western 
section have a very simple cornice with an ogee molding at the edge.  A multi-toned brick chimney rises above 
the roof slightly off center to the south. The interior floors are maple. 

The three-story east section is also of Cream City brick that is a slightly different color than the west section.
As with the original section, the sloping site creates a four-story building on the north side. Windows are six-
over-six sash. The roof is flat with a parapet and stone coping. Above the second level is a cut-stone, 
horizontal belt course that encircles the building. There is a concrete loading dock at the southwest corner of the 
south wall. On the north wall is a low concrete loading dock with a pair of doors. The interior floors are 
concrete.

Building 37 Officers Quarters 1902 Contributing 

Building 37 is a frame, two and one-half story single family house that incorporates aspects of the Colonial 
Revival style in its symmetry and window type.  It has a pitch-faced concrete block foundation, and clapboard 
siding with cornerboards. The gable roof is aligned on a north-south axis, and is covered in asphalt shingle. A 
cross-dormer on the west façade has an enclosed eave return, creating a classically-inspired pediment.  This is 
also found on the north and south gable ends. The front (west entrance) is located beneath a central, one-story 
porch with a shed roof and wood balustrade. The front door is wood and glass.  A secondary entrance on the 
east side is within a two-story enclosure with a shed roof.  There are two tall chimneys with concrete caps that 
have been plastered over, and a third brick chimney at the rear. 

6 Halverson, et. al., 8/56. 
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There are a variety of window types on Building 37. On the first floor, windows are six-over-six double hung, 
with the exception of windows flanking the front entrance.  These are larger, one-over-one double hung with 
multi-light transoms. The second floor windows on the south and west sides are three-over-one double hung.  
The remaining windows are two-over-one.  Building 37 continues to be used for housing. 

DRAFT
one

Building 39 Governors Quarters 1867-68 Contributing

Building 39, attributed to architect Edward Townsend Mix, is an asymmetrical, two and one-half story building 
finished in a variety of materials.  It exhibits many of the characteristics of the Italianate style with some Queen 
Anne modifications.  The first two floors are constructed of Cream City brick; above a strong second floor 
cornice is a cross-gabled half floor sided in fish-scale and convex-edged shingles with alternating bands of 
horizontal butt shingles. The siding is painted white with cream trim.  The main gable is set on an east-west 
axis with lower north and south gables to the east. An hexagonal turret is located at the northwest corner, above 
a two-story corner bay. It has an hexagonal tent roof.  The gabled roofs are covered by composition shingles.  
South of this corner bay is another smaller, two-story, three-sided bay that ends with a flat entablature.  On the 
east side is a five-sided brick bay. There are two centrally located, tall brick chimneys and an external, cross-
shaped brick chimney on the east wall. 

Windows are a variety of styles, although several are one-over-one double hung in a variety of sizes, with 
segmental arches and there are continuous stone sills.  The center windows on the northwest corner bay are 
fixed, single pane windows with large, half-elliptical transoms.  The two-story bay on the west side has a 
second story stained glass window. Within the west gable end, the windows are four-over-four double hung. 
Centered at the second floor level of the bay is a large single pane window that has a leaded glass transom with 
abstract floral motifs set within a half-round center.  Some sections of the glass are cranberry and amber-
colored. On the north wall on the second floor are two elliptical, four-over-four double hung windows with 
transoms.  Near the peak of the gable on the north side is a round window encircled by a projecting brick 
course.

The main entry is through a large, enclosed and winterized one-story porch on the south wall.  Square wood 
columns with spanning arches create bays in addition to supporting the flat roof deck that is topped with white 
railings. The front (west) side of the porch has two bays, and it extends east three bays. Each bay has three 
hinged windows topped by fixed transoms.  These were originally screened openings.  The entrance door is 
wood and glass. There are carriage lantern lights flanking the door.  A rear (east) entrance is enclosed by a one-
story, brick enclosure with a hipped roof. There is a paneled garage door at the basement level in the rear (east) 
side of the building. 

The Governors Quarters began as a smaller building with a tower that had a mansard roof covered with 
contrasting colored slate or shingles, similar to the roof of the Main Building.  The original form was virtually 
identical to Mix’s own 1866 house on Wavery Place in Milwaukee (demolished).  By 1916 the house was 
remodeled with the addition of the third floor and the replacement of the mansard roof with a hexagonal tent 
tower.7  On the interior, outstanding details include a walnut newel post on the main stairway, and fireplaces in 
the living room, dining room and study have marble surrounds and hearths.  Most of the hardware is original, 
including some porcelain knobs.  Building 39 serves as the Medical Center Director’s Quarters. 

7 Ibid., 8/54. 
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Building 41 Ward Memorial Hall 1881; 1895-97 Contributing

DRAFT
Building 41 is Ward Memorial Hall, designed by architect Henry C. Koch in Victorian Gothic style. The two-
and-one-half story theater is constructed of brick over a partial basement of pitch-faced stone, but no accessible 
attic. The Cream City brick walls have decorative belt courses and inset diamond motifs of red brick.  The 
building is basically a rectangular shape with a steeply gabled roof on a north-south axis. The main entrance 
faces south. Steep, polygonal hipped cross gables are located at the north and south ends.  The cross gables 
near the south end are for stairs. Dentil-type corbelling in brick is located under the eaves of the two cross 
gables at this south (front) end. There is also an irregular one-story wing on the west toward the rear of the 
building used for backstage dressing facilities.  The roof is covered in green composition shingle.  All of the 
gables have decorative, carved stone parapets with finials at the tip.  The west wing of the building has a hipped 
roof leading to a large, corbelled chimney with inset and protruding brick patterns.  At the peak of the main roof 
are two circular metal ventilating units.  Early photographs show very tall chimneys, but they have since been 
removed.  Metal fire escapes are located at the balcony level on the east and west sides of the building. 

A one-story veranda wraps around the front, east and north sides of the theater. It conforms to the many planes 
of the facade. It is constructed entirely of wood, and has a hipped roof. The roof is supported by square, 
decorative columns with chamfered and flared capitals containing simplified leaf patterns. They are spanned by 
fancy open lattice railing. The veranda apron is a fine lattice paneling. The wide main entrance opening is 
crowned with a clipped gable roof in the veranda. The main steps are very wide, and the two side openings on 
the east and west have a small open gable with ornate bracing.  There are three main entrance doors sheltered 
by the veranda. They are double, paneled and set within brick arches. Above them are transoms.  Over the 
entrance and above the veranda roof is a row of three tall, two-over-two windows, then an oblong stone panel 
carved with the words “WARD MEMORIAL HALL” in raised lettering.  Above this is a Palladian style 
window with stained glass in the upper sections, and within the gabled peak is a checkered brick pattern. 

Windows are a variety of styles.  On the main portion of the building, first floor, some openings have six-over-
six double hung, interspersed with wood panel doors. On the second floor they are also tall, evenly spaced six-
over-six double hung topped with elliptical, leaded glass windows mullioned in a diamond pattern.  They have 
elliptical brick arches. The windows have red tile inset in decorative motifs at the window heads, with radiating 
voussoirs. On the cross-gables at the south end, second floor, there are single bull’s eyes windows with 
decorative, surrounding red brick. 

There is also a large, painted glass window in the rear cross-gable facing east, depicting General Grant on 
horseback. This window was donated to the Northwest Branch by the Grand Army of the Republic at its annual 
encampment in 1887.  The window was installed in an enlarged window opening on the second floor. In 1897 
the theater was enlarged through the removal of the floor between the original first and second floors, and the 
wrapping of the original theater balcony around the side of the theater space.  The result of this was the 
blocking off of the Grant window, which can only be seen on the interior in a very shallow space between the 
theater and the exterior walls. In the 1930s a projection theater system was added to the hall so that movies 
could be shown.8

The interior retains many original elements, including its stage, seating, wall treatment and a dressing room 
papered with posters from theatrical productions.  It is frescoed in the New Renaissance style, characterized by 
round arches and symmetrically placed windows.  The ceiling was originally divided into panels, and decorated 
with peacock plumage.  The theater has a stepped floor to the orchestra level and a steeply stepped balcony. 

8 Ibid., 8/56. 
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Most hardware is original; seats are plywood on cast iron. A Soldiers Home emblem was painted at the top of 
the proscenium by WPA workers in the 1930s. Ward Memorial Hall was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1984. It is currently vacant. 

DRAFT
Building 45 Power Plant 1895 Contributing 

Building 45 is in the shape of a “T” with the base slightly off center. The west “L”-shaped portion is three 
stories high. The foundation is poured concrete with a rough-cut stone band where the foundation meets the 
wall. The bearing walls are constructed of Cream City brick. The walls have engaged brick columns that form 
bays. Two bays have double, barn wood doors in place of the pair of windows. 

There are two window openings per bay along the sides of the building. These are tall four-over-four light, 
double-hung windows with elliptical brick arches and stone sills. At the second level on the ends of the building 
are shorter but similar windows that are one per bay. Above the windows at the sides are recessed brick panels. 
On the north facade all the window openings are boarded up. The three-story section at the west has smaller 
pairs of windows at three levels between engaged brick pilasters that form three large panels on the south 
facade. Many of the windows are boarded up. The smaller windows located around the top are fitted with six 
panes, and paired. 

The easterly section has a gabled roof with a few gabled cupolas that have side louvers.  The west wing has a 
small, fourth-floor, penthouse machine room. The roofing is green composition shingles.  One chimney stack is 
concrete and the other chimney to the west is brick.  On the interior, the southern section has a brick floor, the 
rest are concrete. A steel truss roof system supports a wood deck roof.  The upper floor contains a 20’ diameter 
turbine and switchboard. The west wing contains coal hoppers. The 1922 smokestack was demolished in the 
mid 1990s.  The building is currently vacant. 

Buildings 49 Quarters 1908-09 Contributing 

Buildings 49 and 50 are virtually identical frame two and one-half story duplexes that have elements of the 
Colonial Revival style in the gambrel roofs and clapboard siding with corner boards.  The roof is covered with 
composition shingle and the eave trim is crown molding.  There is a central square brick chimney with a 
concrete cap. The walls are painted white. The foundations are brick.  A porch with a hipped roof supported by 
turned columns extends the full width of the front, east side, on both buildings.  Wood balustrades extend 
between the columns.  The porch is divided in half by a partition of vertical boards and latticework.  Screened 
entry doors are located at the outside edges of this south façade.  The entry doors are wood with multipane 
windows. At the center of the rear of each building (west side), is a shed roof extension containing two paneled 
doors with screen doors. 

All the windows are tall, double hung, one-over-one light sash.  Double windows are located on both units on 
the first level between the front doors. A single window is centered over each duplex at the front on the second 
floor. Near the center at the attic level are two small square windows that have been filled with wood panels.
Window treatments on the sides and rear are similar but the placement is asymmetrical.  All the windows are 
covered with aluminum storms.  On the interior there is a semi-open staircase off the dining room that has 
turned balusters and a double newel post. Building 49 continues to be used as a residence. 

Building 50 Quarters 1908-09 Contributing 

See the description for Building 49. Building 50 continues to be used as a residence. 
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Building 57 Cemetery Reception House 1900 Contributing

DRAFT
Building 57 is situated at a turn in a road on the northwest edge of the Wood National Cemetery.  It is a small 
one room, one story, octagonal-shaped building.  The base of the structure is poured concrete.  The exterior 
walls are composed of cast concrete block laid in regular courses.  Each rough faced block has an incised line 
dividing the block into a larger rectangle and a long narrow rectangle.  These are laid with narrow rectangle on 
the bottom and then, alternately, at the top of the block.  The north side has a white, flush wood door with a 
large, modern aluminum kickplate.  Three sides each have one screened double-hung window.  The windows 
have a black painted sash with a single light above and below and flat white painted trim.  They are covered on 
the inside with plywood. The windowsills and the lintels are poured concrete. 

The structure is covered with a tent roof. The roof is seamed metal, which is painted green and has a ball finial 
at the top. The cornice at the edge of the roof has a molding underneath where it hits the concrete block. A 
small brick chimney that has been painted green protrudes above the roof on the windowless southeast side. 

Building 62 Quarters 1922 Contributing 

Building 62 is very similar to Building 19.  It is a two-story duplex in Colonial Revival style.  It has a poured 
concrete foundation and is sided with clapboard and corner boards.  It has an asphalt shingle covered truncated 
hipped roof with exposed rafter tails and small semi-circular dormers.  An interior chimney is constructed of 
dark buff multi-colored brick. There is a full-width front porch on the southwest façade, partitioned down the 
center. Most of the porch is hipped with exposed rafter tails, but above the central section it is flat.  The porch 
is supported by large square white columns with applied molding; at the corners the columns are placed in 
threes. The entrance doors on the front of the building have two horizontal panels at the bottom and a nine-light 
glass section at the top. Windows are typically six-over-six double hung, although those flanking each entry 
door on the first floor are tripartite windows consisting of wide, multi-light double-hung windows flanked by 
narrower double-hung windows. On the second floor of the front façade, is a set of narrow, four-over-four sash 
windows. The front also has a six-over-six double-hung window on a very shallow bay. The rear of this 
building has various sized windows either single or in groups of two or three.  There are two staircases on the 
interior, a main staircase off the living room, and a second, narrow and winding staircase leading from the 
kitchen. There is a fireplace set into a niche next to the main staircase.  Most rooms have picture railing about 
1’ from the ceiling. Ceilings and walls are plastered.  The building continues to be used as a residence. 

Building 43 Hospital Annex 1933 Noncontributing 

Building 43 is a three-story Colonial Revival building with half of the basement above grade.  The foundation 
level is random coursed split-face stone. It is terra-cotta colored brick with a stone water table and a stone belt 
course at mid-window height.  Windows are double-hung aluminum set within shallow recesses in groups of 
two or three. They have grey panel transoms. On the northwest wing, the windows are also double hung 
modern aluminum sash, some of which are in pairs.  Some windows have transoms with solid panels.  The top 
of the parapet has a stone trim. There is a one-story wing extending to the northwest of the building that has a 
concrete foundation and a flat roof. 

The main, raised entrance of this building is centrally placed in the southeast wall.  A projecting flat roofed 
pavilion surrounds the main entrance. Between the massive square columns supporting the roof are solid stone 
balustrade with cut stone topping. The pavilion floor is poured concrete. The ceiling is textured plaster. A 
pendant light fixture in a lantern shape hangs above the entrance door.  The door is surrounded by simple stone 
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trim flush with the face of the brick work at the sides and alternating brick and stone coursing at the head.  The 
door frame is encircled by a decorative stone band with stylized floral work at the base.  Above the entrance 
door is a low arch with a keystone. The entrance doors are frameless glass. A sign above the pavilion at the 
parapet says “Hospital Annex” in metal, block type letters.  Above the pavilion at the east wall of the building 
is a projecting section that has a gabled parapet with carved stone coping at the top. There is a pressed metal 
ceiling at the entrance and decorative metal cornice work at the sides of the ceiling.  The building continues to 
serve as a domiciliary and hospital.  
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Building 60 Garage 1938 Noncontributing 

This building is a two-door garage associated with Building 39. It has a concrete foundation, structural clay tile 
walls, and roll roofing on the shed roof. The garage was constructed after the period of significance. 

Building 64 Garage 1938 Noncontributing 

This six-car, shed roof garage is located behind Buildings 18, 19, and 62.  It has structural clay tiles walls, a 
shed roof, and roll roofing. The garage was constructed after the period of significance. 

Building 73 Garage 1935 Noncontributing 

Building 73 is a one-car, shed-roof garage located behind building 16. The walls are structural clay tile and the 
roof is roll roofing. The garage was constructed after the period of significance. 

Building 84 Garage 1938 Noncontributing 

Of the two Building 84 garages on the property, the one located closest to Buildings 49 and 50 is within the 
NHL boundary. It is a one-story, structural clay tile with shed roof covered in roll roofing. The non-
contributing garage is sided in vinyl and has four stalls.  The garage was constructed after the period of 
significance.

Building 93 Garage 1939 Noncontributing 

Building 93 is a one-story, shed roof garage with structural clay tile walls and one stall.  It is the garage for 
building 37. Building 93 was built after the period of significance. 

Building 97 Paint Shop 1938 Noncontributing 

Building 97 has Cream City brick exterior bearing walls and is covered with a flat roof.  It is located north of 
Paint Shop Road directly east of Building No. 20. A parking area off of Workshop Road is to the north and 
Building No. T-107 is to the east. The paint shop was constructed after the period of significance. 

Building 99 Garage 1941 Noncontributing 

Building 99 is a five car garage located behind Building 20. It has structural clay tile walls and a shed roof 
covered in roll roofing. The garage was constructed after the period of significance. 

Building 107 Grounds Maintenance & Equipment Storage 1957 Noncontributing
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The Grounds Maintenance and Equipment Storage is a one-plus-mezzanine story, brick and concrete block 
building with a flat roof located north of Building 20. It was constructed after the period of significance. 

DRAFT
Building 108  Shops, Engineering Storage 1957 Noncontributing 

The Shops, Engineering Storage is a one-plus-mezzanine story, brick and concrete block building with flat roof 
located north of Building 20. It was constructed after the period of significance. 

Building 112  Power Plant 1964 Noncontributing 

The Power Plant is a steel frame building with some brick and metal siding.  Built on an L-plan, it is three 
stories with a one-story section and houses mechanical equipment and smaller rooms for offices and storage.  
The Power Plant is south of Building 45. It was constructed after the period of significance. 

Building T-105 Storage Shed 1947 Noncontributing 

This Maintenance Group storage shed is a 20’ by 50’ Quonset Hut type structure built from corrugated steel.  It 
was constructed and put in place after the period of significance. 

Building T-106 Storage Shed 1947 Noncontributing

See the description for Building T-105. 

Building, T-107 Storage Shed 1947 Noncontributing

See the description for Building T-105. 

Building T-114 Storage Shed 1948 Noncontributing

The Maintenance Group storage shed is a Quonset Hut type structure built from corrugated steel.  It was 
constructed and put in place after the period of significance. 

STRUCTURES

Structure 34 Water Meter House Pit 1888 Contributing

The Water Meter House Pit is a rectangular plan, one-story reinforced concrete building.   

(No Number) Railroad Grade 1882 Contributing 

The only resource not owned by the Clement J. Zablocki Medical Center, the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul 
Railroad is a partially elevated grade (east end) and tracks that runs east to west through the historic district.  
The line is vegetated at the east and west ends within the district, while in the center of the district, there are 
few trees to block views to the north and south. There are two locations that allow vehicular access across the 
tracks—one is an underpass, the other is at grade. The underpass is located near the maintenance area and 
allows access to the north residential area. The road which passes through this location originally led to the 
farm buildings located to the north (that farmland is no longer within the VA boundaries). It probably dates to 
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the creation of the rail line, and has pitched face stone retaining walls. At this location the railroad grade is built 
up roughly 10 feet above grade. As the tracks progress west, they are incorporated into the topography so that 
there is an at-grade crossing that allows General Mitchell Boulevard to pass to the north from the utility area to 
the administrative-recreation area.   

DRAFT
m t

Structure B Pavilion 1986 Noncontributing 

This open-air pavilion with fireplace and picnic tables is located near Lake Wheeler.  It was constructed by the 
VA Architectural Unit after the period of significance. 

Structure E Cemetery Committal Shelter 1989 Noncontributing

The Committal Shelter is located in the northern portion of the cemetery, west of Building 6.  It was constructed 
by the Cemetery Service after the period of significance. 

SITES

Landscape/Road System 1867 Contributing 

The historic core landscape reflects the Picturesque style popular in the nineteenth century. The landscape at the 
Northwestern Branch retains many of the key features developed during the period of significance that make 
this a very important resource within the NHL district. The Picturesque style utilizes the existing topography, 
and incorporated curving paths and carriageways to provide both means of transportation and to control views 
as the traveler moved through the landscape. The curving paths and roads continue to illustrate the original 
design and connect the various building clusters. Interspersed in the landscape are open expanses of lawns 
framed by vegetation, while other locations are enclosed or screened by trees.  Also included within such a 
designed landscape are areas of repose, all intended to create a relaxing, tranquil environment for the traveler.  
The most important vista is that created by the placement of the Main Building on the crest of a bluff-- the 
highest point on the grounds. From the Main Building can be seen the other building groups at the Home, and 
the cemetery to the west.   

The road system emphasizes the importance of the Main Building, particularly the alignment of the main road, 
historically named Central Avenue and now known as General Mitchell Boulevard.  Historically and today, 
General Mitchell Boulevard begins at the southeast corner of the property at the intersection with National 
Avenue—originally called Mukwanago Road— and proceeds northward along a curving route.  Historically 
this portion of the road was tree-lined, providing a shady canopy. Today it is bounded by a large parking lot 
(not included within the historic boundary). General Mitchell Boulevard climbs through gently rolling terrain 
up towards the Main Building to the heart of the district.  Off of this road, the secondary roads of Red Arrow 
Road, Baron Circle, Wood Avenue, and Chrysler Road follow the hillsides to access residential buildings, while 
Lake Wheeler Drive and Hines Boulevard allow views to Lake Wheeler.  General Mitchell Boulevard crosses 
the railroad grade and divides into a circle in front (east) of the Main Building.  Historically at this location the 
road also encircled a second lake, Lake Hincks, which was infilled by the turn of the century to accommodate a 
maintenance area.  South and around the Main Building is General Wolcott Boulevard, which evolved out of 
smaller access roads as this area developed before the turn of the century.  General Mitchell Boulevard exited 
to the northwest, onto West Bluemound Road, (originally known as Spring Road).  Another road branched off 
to the northeast to the Northwest Branch farm and a third exit.  The farm area and northeast entrance were in a 
portion of land ceded to the county in 1949 and now occupied by the Miller Park stadium.  Gatehouses stood at 
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all three access points. At the northwest corner of the Home, the Wood National Cemetery included a shaded 
Spring Lake (later known as Lake Huston), which was infilled with the creation of Interstate 94.  Further 
reflecting the Picturesque Style, large expanses of open space remain on the east and west sides of the district, 
in the residential areas and in the Wood National Cemetery.   

DRAFT
des

Two streetcar lines served the Home, operated by the Milwaukee Electric Railway.  One followed National 
Avenue, and provided access to the south side of the property.  A second, elevated line, north of the Home, 
extended south following the general line of General Mitchell Avenue, and paralleled the east side of Calvary 
Cemetery. The line then turned west where the company built a second depot at the northwest corner of the 
Home, directly accessing the Home’s cemetery, near Spring Lake.9  The right of way is still distinguishable 
between the VA and the Calvary cemeteries. 

Northeast of the Main Building, the 500’ x 300’Soldiers’ Home Reef  is a 70’ high fossil reef that grew 
approximately 400 million years ago.  While this natural feature is counted as a separate site within the National 
Register district, it is included in the NHL historic district as a feature of the greater designed landscape.  It is 
also listed as a separate NHL property. Discovered in 1834, the feature forms a natural northeast boundary for 
the Home. 

There have been changes to the Northwestern Branch landscape. The gatehouses are now gone, three of the 
original lakes filled in, and the fourth, Lake Wheeler, was reoriented in 1966 to make room for Building 111. 
The loss of land on the east edge of the property to Miller Park has removed some of the original landscape and 
interrupted the view shed. However, the landscape and road/path system in the historic core, strongly evoke the 
objectives of the NHDVS Board of Managers to provide members with beautiful surroundings as well as 
reflecting the development of the grounds during the Period of significance.  Lake Wheeler was identified as a 
separate, non-contributing resource in the National Register nomination; it is not counted separately in the NHL 
nomination, and while modified, is important as a surviving water feature that contributes to an understanding 
of the goals of a Picturesque landscape design. 

Wood National Cemetery 1871 Contributing 

Wood National Cemetery, designed by Thomas B. Van Horne, was dedicated May 22, 1871.  The federal 
military cemetery encompasses 50.1 acres; however, only 41.1 acres are within the NHL boundary.  The 
greater portion of the cemetery lies west of the main cluster of administrative-recreation cluster of buildings.  
The 36.1 acres west of the building group feature a central monument (“Building” 120) and  straight rows of 
graves. This area, and 5 additional acres to the north, was designed following the Picturesque landscape style 
of the Home.  The cemetery included curvilinear roads leading to a water feature known as Spring Lake (1867-
1878). Van Horne may have been consciously contrasting the formal focus on the cemetery with a Picturesque 
landscape near the lake. A sense of serenity was emphasized by plantings of shade trees around the lake.  A 
strong orthogonal cross road design was established after 1879, aligned along the primary compass directions.  
However, the curving roads around the lake remained and were extended.  Approximately five additional acres 
of Wood National Cemetery is located across Interstate-94, northwest of the main cluster of buildings.  The 
interstate divided the cemetery in 1962, and filled in Spring Lake; however, a pathway connects to the 5 acre 
portion of the cemetery, which continues to serve its original purpose and is therefore included in this 
nomination. 

9 Elizabeth Corbett, Out at the Soldiers’ Home, A Memory Book, (New York: D. Appleton-Century Company, Limited, 1941), 
223; H. G. Claus, “Map of the Cemetery of the Northwestern Branch N.H.D.V.S., March 1903, From a Survey Under the Direction of 
Col. Cornelius Wheeler, Governor,” Clement J. Zablocki Medical Center Archives. 
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Wood National Cemetery is home to nearly 30,000 graves which are visible from nearly every building in the 
district. Each grave is numbered and bears the name of the veteran buried there, date of death and dates of 
military service.  Other graves are those of members of the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry (the first 
federal African-American unit recruited in the North), as well as graves of U.S. Colored Troops from 
Wisconsin, and five Medal of Honor recipients: Ordinary Seaman James K. Duncan (Civil War); Private Milton 
Matthews (Civil War); Corporal Winthrop D. Putnam (Civil War); Private Lewis A. Rounds (Civil War); 
Boatswain’s Mate Michael McCormick (Civil War).  Section 8 contains the graves of employees and their 
family members.  These graves are generally marked with private headstones, the largest being to General 
Kilbourn Knox, the sixth governor of the Home. 

DRAFT
th a

r InfantryInfantry
ed Troops fromd Troops fro

n (Civil War); Privat(Civi
s A. Rounds (Civil War); A. Rounds 

raves of employees and their aves of employee
nes, the largest being to General the largest being to G

The Cemetery features eight cast iron plaques with verses of the poem “The Bivouac of the Dead,” displayed on 
stone mounts and scattered throughout the cemetery.  Other cemetery features include a tablet presented to the 
National Home in 1881; a tablet featuring the Gettysburg Address, and set in a stone frame, and a “Memorial 
Day Order” cast-iron tablet set on a boulder. There is a cast iron “American War Mothers Memorial Avenue” 
tablet in burial section 38A. In 1900, a reception house (Building 57) was constructed at the cemetery and in 
1903 the Soldiers and Sailors Monument (Building 120) erected. The branch added a comfort station to the 
cemetery in 1928, located south of Building 57  (now gone). In 1937, the cemetery was renamed Wood 
Cemetery, in honor of General George Wood. 

An additional nine acres of cemetery, featuring some six thousand newer, flat granite headstone grave markers, 
rests south of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad line, north of N. Washington Drive.  This newer 
section, including graves of soldiers in World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam War, is outside the 
boundaries of this nomination due to the date of its establishment. 

Resource 53 Powder Magazine Ruins 1881 Contributing 

The ruins of the original powder magazine have been designated Building 53 by the DVA. The small structure, 
built on a square plan, has cut stone walls. It was used to store gunpowder. The roof is gone, the inside of the 
building is filled with rubble, and the structure is becoming overgrown.  The ruins are located in the northeast 
section of the district. Building 53 was listed as non-contributing in the National Register nomination due to a 
loss of architectural integrity; it is listed as a contributing “site” in the NHL nomination as it assists in 
understanding the daily operations at the Home.   

OBJECTS

Resource 120 Soldiers & Sailors Monument   1903 Contributing

Located in the Wood National Cemetery, the DVA has assigned this monument building number 120. The 
Soldiers and Sailors Monument consists of a pedestal form supporting a three-part shaft made of New England 
Granite. At the top there is a figure of a Civil War soldier at parade rest.  The monument stands 65 feet tall and 
weights eighty-five tons. Two cannonball pyramids made of fourteen cannonballs each are located within the 
cut corners of the base, on opposite sides. The four faces of the pedestal feature engraved designs including an 
anchor, crossed sabers and crossed cannons. The primary inscriptions are on opposite sides and read, “Erected 
by the Soldiers and Sailors Monument Association N.W.B.N.H for D.V.S. Jan. 1903,” and “In Memory of 
Comrades Buried in this Home Cemetery.” 
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(No Number) Fountain 1870/1934 Contributing 

DRAFT
The oldest landscape furnishing on the grounds, the Fountain is located on General Mitchell Avenue, directly 
across from the east entrance to Building 2, the Main Building.  It is composed of an octagonal basin from the 
center of which rises a pedestal and elevated bowl. About the pedestal base are female figures; another solitary 
female figure is set within the bowl, lifting an urn over her head.  Water was pumped from the urn to flow into 
the bowl. The basin wall was changed at some point in its history.  Originally the corners of the octagon were 
elaborated with piers, the centers of which featured a reticulated stone pattern.  Flower urns surmounted these 
piers. In 1934 the piers were removed and a low wall laid up with random rubble courses built around the 
exterior. A second low wall of identical construction was built about six feet to the outside.  The fountain is 
similar in style to the 19th century fountain created by Caspar Hennecke Company of Milwaukee for the original 
Milwaukee County Courthouse. 

(No Number) The Volunteer Monument 1941 Noncontributing

The Volunteer Monument is a memorial to Spanish-American War veterans, Department of Wisconsin Camps 
and its Auxiliaries. It is located facing Building 43, near Lake Wheeler.  The bronze statue depicts a solider 
holding a rifle and is set on a square stone base. Inset in the base is a metal plaque stating “the Volunteer, 98.”  
The inscription reads, “He stood at the curb reflecting as the boys were marching by, he heard the drums and 
saw the flag and a gleam was in his eye… Twas the universal spirit with the boys of 98.”  It was dedicated after 
the Period of significance. 

ARCHEOLGOCIAL RESOURCES 

The 2005 National Register nomination notes that test excavations have been undertaken at the Northwestern 
Branch in various locations on the grounds, some performed in conjunction with the development of the 
Medical Center’s 1992 Historic Preservation Plan. Historic artifacts related to the Home’s presence have been 
identified, along with prehistoric artifacts. Further excavations at three identified prehistoric and historic sites 
(Sites A, B, and C) including a potential burial mound (northwest of the Silurian Reef), may uncover additional 
prehistoric artifacts. These sites are not included within the NHL resource count, as they are not associated 
with the NHL period of significance. 
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DRAFT
8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
Nationally: X Statewide: Locally:

Applicable National 
Register Criteria: A X B C X D

Criteria Considerations 
(Exceptions):   A X B C D X E F G

NHL Criteria: 1

NHL Theme(s): 5

Areas of Significance: Politics/Government; Health/Medicine; Architecture; Landscape Architecture; Social 
History

Period(s) of Significance: 1866-1930

Significant Dates: 1866

Significant Person(s): N/A

Cultural Affiliation: N/A 

Architect/Builder:  Edward Townsend Mix, architect 
    Henry C. Koch, architect 

Thomas Budd Van Horne, landscape architect 

Historic Contexts:  National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers 



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH, NHDVS Page 31 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria Considerations, and Areas and Periods of 
Significance Noted Above. 

DRAFT
A full discussion of the national significance of the National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers (NHDVS) 
is provided in the associated document, “National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers National Historic 
Landmark Context Study.”  The study establishes the history and evolution of the property type, and provides a 
preliminary assessment of the National Historic Landmark (NHL) eligibility of the eleven NHDVS branches 
established across the country between 1865 and 1930. The study determined which of the eleven retained the 
highest integrity and represented most fully the development of veterans benefits in the United States, the 
commitment of the Board of Managers to honoring disabled veterans, and the original architectural and 
landscape designs. 

The NHDVS represented a policy of veterans’ benefits that directly influenced the development of a national 
system for veteran health care in the United States.  The NHDVS was a notable departure from the previous 
focus on care for professional soldiers and officially set forth the concern and commitment of the federal 
government for the well-being of the civilian soldier.  The history of the NHDVS can be organized into five 
phases. Phase One, 1865-1870, includes the formation of the NHDVS by Congress, the organization of the 
Board of Managers, and the establishment of the first four branches.  During Phase Two, 1871-1883, the 
institution’s operations continued to develop and growth occurred at the individual sites. During Phase Three, 
1884-1900, the system expanded to include four new branches.  The expansions during Phases Two and Three 
were the result of broadened membership requirements which opened the NHDVS doors to increasing numbers 
of members.  In Phase Four, 1900-1917, two new branches were created and the system increasingly focused 
attention on the medical needs of veterans.  Phase Five, 1918-1930, saw the impact of World War I, the 
establishment of the final NHDVS branch, and the incorporation of the NHDVS into the newly created 
Veterans Administration.  

The NHDVS branches were designed for a variety of reasons and functions over a broad period of time, and 
evolved in response to specific changes in NHDVS policies. Such policies are physically reflected in the 
campuses.  No one property has survived fully intact from one period, but some branches retain pivotal and 
important resources that are associated with specific periods.  The Northwestern Branch NHDVS is one of four 
branches nominated for NHL designation.  The period of significance for the Northwestern Branch is 1866 to 
1930. It retains buildings from all phases of the NHDVS history from the origins of the system and its 
evolution into the twentieth century. 

The Northwestern Branch of the NHDVS is nationally significant under NHL Criterion 1 as a property that is 
associated with events that have made a significant contribution to our past; and NHL Theme IV, shaping the 
political landscape: governmental institutions, under the area of Health/Medicine.  The Northwestern Branch is 
an outstanding representation of the development of a national system of medical and residential benefits for 
disabled veterans. The NHDVS was the first national system to provide such benefits to volunteer soldiers and, 
as such, is a precursor to the modern system of veterans’ benefits administered by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. Established in 1866 and opened in 1867, the Northwestern Branch was one of three original NHDVS 
facilities, and it retains the oldest buildings in the system.  It also retains a largely intact picturesque landscape. 
It is particularly significant in representing the beginning of the network of veterans’ benefits that began 
growing rapidly after the Civil War, and became increasingly important in terms of medical and geriatric care 
after 1900. The Northwestern Branch was the first NHDVS branch to institute such innovations as employing 
professional female nurses, and providing separate quarters for elderly members, inspiring similar changes in 
the operations of other branches. The physical development at the Northwestern Branch also influenced the 
way in which subsequent branches were designed. The property also represents the goals of the NHDVS Board 
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of Managers to create attractive, well-designed institutions that would provide a dignified home for disabled 
veterans.

DRAFT
The Northwestern Branch complements three other properties submitted for NHL consideration, under separate 
nominations, and representing distinct aspects of the NHDVS history:   

 The Western Branch, in Leavenworth, Kansas, established in 1885 and opened in 1887.  The Western 
Branch was the first to be established after an 1884 change in policy dramatically broadened the 
standards for admission (allowing veterans with non-service related disabilities to enter the institution), 
and created a demand for additional facilities.  The first branch constructed west of the Mississippi 
River, it is significant for the great number of veterans living in western states and territories far 
removed from existing NHDVS branches.  The Western Branch represents Phases Three through Five.
The period of significance for the Western Branch is 1885-1930; 

 The Mountain Branch, in Johnson City, Tennessee, was established in 1901 and opened in 1904. The 
Mountain Branch represents Phases Four and Five, a time of an increased attention to medical care.  The 
Mountain Branch reflects the attendant changes to the NHDVS after Spanish American War veterans 
were granted admission to the homes, and after particular conditions to which veterans of that war were 
susceptible, particularly yellow fever and tuberculosis. The Board considered the location particularly 
suitable for tuberculosis patients due to its climate.  The Mountain Branch’s symmetrical plan and 
uniform architectural style represent a departure from earlier branches, many of which included a 
variety of architectural styles and grounds designed in a picturesque or romantic style.  The period of 
significance for the Mountain Branch is 1901-1930; 

 The Battle Mountain Sanitarium, in Hot Springs, South Dakota, established in 1902 and opened in 1907. 
 Battle Mountain Sanitarium was the only NHDVS branch to be established as an independent medical 
facility, rather than a facility designed primarily as a residential institution.  Battle Mountain Sanitarium 
utilized the waters from nearby mineral springs to treat musculoskeletal conditions; the high, dry 
atmosphere eased respiratory ills.  The primary complex features a prominent administration center 
connected to an innovative hospital complex that placed wards in rectangular spokes.  It outstandingly 
represents Phases Four and Five and the evolution of the NHDVS from a primarily residential system to 
one offering extensive medical services to veterans.  The period of significance for Battle Mountain 
Sanitarium is 1902-1930. 

The Northwestern Branch core is remarkably intact, with the loss of relatively few of the pivotal or important 
early resource types. It is an outstanding example of the branches developed by the NHDVS, exhibiting a high 
degree of integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.  While some 
early structures are gone, new construction has generally not taken place on the sites of former buildings.  
Instead, post-1930 development and the modern buildings of the Clement J. Zablocki VA Medical Center are to 
the south, removed from the core NHDVS property by railroad tracks, a water channel, and the area’s 
topography. The Northwestern Branch was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2005 at a 
national level of significance for its associations with the broader history of the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
The period of significance for the 2005 nomination is broader than the period of significance for this NHL 
nomination. 

Under NHL Exception 5, the Wood National Cemetery was created for the internment of veterans who died at 
the Northwestern Branch. The cemetery reflects the goals and objectives of the NHDVS system and its 
commitment to the care and respect of disabled veterans. 
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Establishment, Design and Initial Construction 

DRAFT
The Northwestern Branch of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, established in 1867, was one 
of the original three NHDVS facilities. Its location in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was largely a result of the 
presence of George Walker, a Milwaukee resident on the reorganized Board of Managers, and the success of an 
influential group of Milwaukee women who dedicated their energies to assisting Civil War veterans.  The 
development of the Northwestern Branch influenced the way in which other branches were designed, and 
several aspects of its provision of medical and geriatric services became models for other facilities.  The 
Northwestern Branch also served as an important component of the growing city of Milwaukee, providing an 
early substitute for a public urban park system. 

The location and even the existence of the Northwestern Branch can be attributed in large part to the efforts of 
Milwaukee women.  In 1861, the Milwaukee Ladies Association formed as an auxiliary of the Chicago Branch 
of the United States Sanitary Commission. In 1862, the group split into East Side and West Side Societies, and 
in1863, the East Side Society became the Wisconsin Soldiers’ Aid Society and assumed the auxiliary status 
with the Sanitary Commission.  The following year, the West Side group became the Wisconsin Soldiers’ Home 
Society and focused on assisting veterans with meals and transitional housing in rented buildings located in 
downtown Milwaukee. In February of 1866, the group reported they had provided temporary lodging to more 
than sixteen thousand men and served more than seventy thousand meals in the previous thirteen-month period. 
As the war neared its end, the group began planning a permanent facility which would provide long term 
solutions for veterans who could not support themselves.  As a result of its work, the Society received a $5000 
grant from the state for the purpose of developing a state soldiers home.  In addition, the Society employed the 
popular strategy of a “sanitary fair”—a festive fund-raising event popular at the time-- to bring in additional 
money for their cause.  They realized more than $100,000 from the fair, held in the summer of 1865.  These 
financial resources allowed the organization to buy land west of Milwaukee and to begin planning for 
construction of a state soldiers’ home.10  Their plans and activities coincided with the establishment of the 
National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers and the reorganized Board’s need to quickly set up an initial 
system of NHDVS branches.  

George Walker of Milwaukee was appointed a member of the NHDVS Board of Managers in its 1866 
reorganization and was subsequently elected a vice-president of that board. He approached the Wisconsin 
Soldiers’ Home Society and suggested they turn over their resources to the NHDVS in order to encourage the 
construction of one of the national branches in Milwaukee.  The proposal was met with a considerable amount 
of skepticism by the women, who were the backbone of the society, and their supporters. In general, they held 
that people had donated money to them for a state home rather than a national home. They also believed a state 
home would be more responsive to Wisconsin veterans. In addition, they undoubtedly recognized that their 
ability to remain involved in veterans’ care and to guide the development of a veterans’ institution would be 
curtailed if they no longer controlled the money they had raised. Proponents of the proposal pointed out that the 
funds of the Society were inadequate to build, equip, and maintain such a home at the state level and that further 
monies would need to be raised through taxation and donations on a continual basis.  In addition, a national 
home could serve more veterans than a state home and thus benefit a larger pool of men. Although they initially 
rejected the proposal, the members of the Wisconsin Soldiers’ Home Society ultimately agreed to turn their 
resources over to the NHDVS in 1866.11

10 Halverson, et. al., 8/41; Milwaukee Sentinel, March 7, 1866, typescript of newspaper article in Clement J. Zablocki Medical 
Center Archives (CJZMCA).

11 Patrick J. Kelly, Creating a National Home:  Building the Veterans’ Welfare State, 1860-1900 (Cambridge:  Harvard 
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DRAFT

D

After accepting the resources of the Wisconsin group, the NHDVS Board of Managers decided to locate the 
Northwestern Branch of the institution in Milwaukee. They chose a tract of nearly four hundred acres of rolling 
land one mile west of the city and on the western side of the Menomonee River Valley.  The topography of high 
hills and deep, wooded ravines there offered a varied and scenic landscape. Approximately one-third of the 
acreage acquired by the Board of Managers was purchased from John L. Mitchell, a former Union soldier and 
son of Alexander Mitchell, a prominent Milwaukee businessman and president of the Executive Committee of 
the Wisconsin Soldiers’ Home Society. Another piece of the property was purchased from John H. Tweedy, a 
business associate of Alexander Mitchell. Dr. Erastus B. Wolcott of Milwaukee succeeded George Walker on 
the Board of Managers after the latter’s death in late 1866 and was subsequently named local manager for the 
Northwestern Branch. He was also a business colleague of Tweedy and Mitchell in the Milwaukee and 
Mississippi Railroad, which had been constructed through the site chosen but was failing at the time of the 
branch’s founding.12  Thus, the establishment of the Northwestern Branch proved to be a financial benefit to 
many of the men involved as well as an asset to the city of Milwaukee and a refuge for Civil War veterans. 

By May 1867 a number of farmhouses on the property were used as members’ quarters and the Mitchell home 
served as a hospital while the initial building program was underway.13  These humble buildings soon gave way 
to architecture that more closely expressed the Board’s vision for the facility and the system.  Milwaukee 
Architect Edward Townsend Mix designed the Northwestern Branch’s original buildings, the oldest buildings 
constructed under the Board of Managers’ administration.  Mix was born in 1831 in New Haven, Connecticut. 
His family moved to Andover, Illinois in 1836, then to New York City in 1845 where he studied architecture 
with a New York firm.  In 1855 Mix relocated to Chicago and worked with William W. Boyington.  In 1856 he 
moved to Milwaukee as a partner in Boyington and Mix to oversee the firm’s work in the state. In 1857 Mix 
opened his own office and established his reputation as a leading architect.  From 1864 to 1867 Mix served as 
the state architect, and during this period (1866) he won a competition for the Kansas state capitol, although his 
design would be changed during construction. In 1872 he designed a new mansion to replace the demolished 
1843 fur trade mansion, Villa Louis, in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin (NHL, 1960).  Closer to home, Mix 
designed many of Milwaukee’s most prominent buildings, including the 1860 Iron Block, the 1865 Music Hall, 
the 1878 Mitchell Building, the 1880 Chamber of Commerce Building, the 1886 Plankinton House Hotel,  and 
the 1886 Chicago, Milwaukee, and St Paul Railroad Depot as well as a number of churches and private homes.  
He also was responsible for a number of commercial buildings for wealthy businessmen in Minneapolis and St. 
Paul. Beginning in 1881 Mix worked in partnership with Milwaukee architect Walter A. Holbrook.  During this 
time Mix’s 1883 design for a Richardsonian Romanesque style church won the national competition for St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Milwaukee. Mix opened an office in Minneapolis in 1888; he died in 1890.14

University Press, 1997), 86-88; Third Annual Report and Memorial, Wisconsin Soldier’s Home, Milwaukee: To the Legislature 
(Milwaukee: Daily Wisconsin Printing House, 1867), 9-11, Milwaukee County Historical Society Research Library, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; Milwaukee [Sentinel]l, May 31, 1866, June 9, 1866, June 11, 1866, June 18, 1866, typescripts of newspaper articles, 
CJZMCA.

12 Halverson, et.al., 8/42; Suzanne Julin, “National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers:  Assessment of Significance and 
National Historic Landmark Recommendations,” National Council on Public History and National Park Service, Midwest Regional 
Office, 2007, 42. 

13 “July 1976 Bicentennial Notes,” Milwaukee County Historical Society Research Library, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Documents 
Folder 2. 

14 Halverson, et al., 8/43, 8/52;  “July 1976 Bicentennial Notes;” Wisconsin Historical Society, “Mix, Edward Townsend 1831-
1890;”  Dictionary of Wisconsin History, 1 October 2007, 
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/dictionary/index.asp?action+view&term_id+1406&term; Daina Penkiunas, Wisconsin Historical 
Society, to Dena Sanford, 21 January 2009, copy on file National Park Service, Midwest Regional Office, Omaha, Nebraska. 

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/dictionary/index.asp?action+view&term_id+1406&term
http:underway.13
http:founding.12
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In his nearly 35-year career, Mix employed a number of architectural styles in his commissions in the Midwest, 
including Italianate, Second Empire, Gothic, Queen Anne, and Richardsonian Romanesque. The focus of Mix’s 
work at the Northwestern Branch was the aptly-described Main Building, built on the site’s highest elevation 
and very visible from surrounding vantage points. Mix designed the building in Gothic style, characterized by 
steeply pitched roofs, cross gables, pointed arch entrance openings and windows, crowns over doors and 
windows, and mansard roofs. Mix’s building particularly reflected the influence of John Ruskin, an English 
architectural critic. Ruskin influenced the High Victorian Gothic style, which was used in prominent, large-
scale buildings and featured flat, multicolored, complex masonry surfaces and decorative elements that neither 
served nor suggested practical purposes. The first major building constructed under the Board of Managers’ 
oversight, the Main Building was designed to hold most of the various functions of the branch under one roof.
The four-story edifice contained residential rooms, administrative offices, kitchen, dining hall, chapel and 
meeting hall, bath rooms, and laundry facilities.  A hospital constructed in 1867-68 (demolished), provided 
medical services.  Theoretically, the Main Building combined the concepts of a compact and efficient building 
housing necessary services and an architectural statement that honored veterans and impressed the public.  
Unfortunately, the building was less successful in reality. Cost overruns caused the Board of Managers to halt 
construction before Mix’s conception, which included pavilions at the ends, was completed. The basement 
laundry and bathing facilities created excessive humidity inadequately addressed by the ventilation system. 
Only the basement and the first floor were heated, often leaving quarters uncomfortably cold.  In the 1870s, the 
replacement of heating mechanisms and installation of ventilator shafts corrected the most vexing issues.  Four 
towers were also added, although they did not conform to Mix’s original plan and only slightly increased its 
capacity for residents. The problems the Main Building presented influenced the Board of Managers to favor a 
decentralized system in other branches, with separate buildings serving various functions. Initial design and 
construction at the Northwestern Branch included, besides the Main Building, residences for the branch’s 
governor and another official, three gatehouses, the hospital, and the core road system, which led past the Main 
Building and encircled the residences. 15
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The Northwestern Branch was located in a dramatic river valley terrain with areas of dense woods, many 
varieties of shrubs and grasses, and long views. Those qualities were enhanced by the work of Thomas Budd 
Van Horne, who designed the grounds as well as the cemetery and utilized the topography to design a landscape 
in the Picturesque style. Van Horne was a landscape gardener and former army chaplain in the Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry. He had planned military cemeteries at Chattanooga, Tennessee (1863), and Marietta, Georgia (1864). 
At both cemeteries, Van Horne applied the same popular rural landscape cemetery design that had been 
established at Mount Auburn Cemetery in Boston in the 1830s.  He used a small hill as the cemetery site, 
arranging circular paths and roads around the hill. Between these he located burial sites, retaining the top of the 
hill to focus on a tall monument.  In a similar vein, Van Horne’s plan for the Northwestern Branch maintained a 
visual focus on the Main Building at a high point on the property. From this emanated curving paths and roads 
lined with trees, creating a scenic, pastoral, and relaxing setting. Eventually, four small artificial lakes, 
manicured lawns, and formal flower beds contrasted with the natural woods and rolling hills.  Land in the north 
and east portions of the branch was used for farming.16

Development of the Northwestern Branch 

By 1877, the population of the Northwestern Branch had increased from an average of 212 members in its first 
year to an average of 1307, and local manager E. B. Wolcott urged the construction of additions to the Main 

15 Halverson, et al., 8/42, 8/44, 8/52; Julin, “National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,” 42-43, 53; Trachtenberg, Marvin 
and Isabella Hyman,  Architecture From Prehistory to Post-Modernism: The Western Tradition (Harry N. Abrams, 1986), 458-459. 

16 Halverson, et al., 8/43-8/51; Kelly, 121; Julin, “National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,” 43, 51. 
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Building that would create more barracks space and separate facilities that would house kitchen, dining, and 
recreational functions. Although the Board denied his initial requests, a building program instituted at the end 
of the decade began to expand the branch and to decentralize its functions. In 1879, the branch added a new 
Italianate hospital designed by Henry C. Koch, who also designed other branch buildings during the 1880s and 
1890s, including Ward Memorial Hall, which held a restaurant, waiting room, post office, and theater.  Ward 
Memorial Hall also contained an office for the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad. During this period, 
the branch also added a new bakery, quartermaster storehouse, and commissary storehouse (demolished).  New 
barracks were constructed in 1884, and 1888. The Shingle style chapel was constructed in 1889.  New staff 
residences built in 1887 reflected Queen Anne and Shingle styles.  The Classical Revival style library was built 
in 1891 and the social hall was constructed in 1894. The three-story frame Colonial Revival social hall held 
bowling alleys and spaces for meetings and dancing.  The headquarters building combined Colonial Revival 
and Renaissance Revival elements.  A new power house built in 1895 and a new quartermaster storehouse built 
in 1896 enhanced the facility’s physical plant. The late nineteenth-century building program decentralized the 
functions of the Northwestern Branch and provided an eclectic mix of architectural styles.  It also recognized 
the changing needs of an aging and increasingly ill population. In 1893, the branch built a combination barrack, 
sometimes referred to as “old men’s barrack” (demolished) that combined quarters, kitchen, and dining 
facilities.17

The prolific Milwaukee architect Henry C. Koch designed many of the buildings constructed during the 1879-
1890 building program, including the hospital, the chapel, Ward Memorial Hall, a combination “old men’s” 
barracks (demolished) and probably the quartermaster storehouse.  He may also have been responsible for 
additional barracks and officers’ quarters constructed during this period.  Koch’s variety of styles and 
placement of buildings within the existing landscape plan complemented the Picturesque landscape designed by 
Thomas Budd Van Horne.  His work differed from his predecessor, Mix, in that his work is very 
straightforward and utilitarian, without the elaborate stylistic features that characterize Mix’s work.18

Koch was born in Germany in 1841 and immigrated with his parents to Milwaukee in 1842.  He trained as an 
architect through an apprenticeship with George W. Mygatt from 1856 to 1862, when he enlisted as a private in 
the 24th Wisconsin volunteers.  During the Civil War Koch served as a topographical engineer for General 
Philip Sheridan and was commended for his maps of battlefields.  After the war, Koch returned to Milwaukee 
and practiced architecture in partnerships for several years, first with Mygatt, then with Julius Hess (a former 
associate of Edward Townsend Mix). He formed his own firm, H. C. Koch and Co., in 1870, and was 
associated with brother-in-law Herman Paul Schnetzkey from 1874-1887.  In 1874, less than a month before 
being awarded the contract for the Northwestern Branch hospital, Koch received a commission for an addition 
to the Milwaukee County Hospital. This was followed by a design for the Milwaukee County Insane Asylum in 
1878. His design of Milwaukee’s 1871 Grand Opera House (demolished) preceded his work on the Home’s 
Ward Memorial Hall, which in turn preceded the 1882 Milwaukee Turner Hall (NHL, 1996).19  In these latter 
two buildings can be seen Koch’s preference for “Cream City” brick, highlighted with banding and inlay 
patterns of red brick. During a forty-year career that spanned 1870-1910, Koch would design nearly 300 
buildings in Wisconsin, working in the popular styles of his age:  Italianate, Gothic, Second Empire and 
Romanesque.20  Among his commissions were private residences, churches, schools, courthouses, and other 
public buildings including Milwaukee’s imposing 1895 German Renaissance Revival City Hall (NHL, 2005).   

17 Halverson, et al., 8/44-47, 8/54; Maria Barrett Butler, “The National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,” Harpers New 
Monthly Magazine, 437 (October, 1886): 690; Julin, “National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,” 42-47, 55-56. 

18 Halverson, et al., 8/55. 
19 Halverson, et al., 8/44, 8/54-55; Joy Krause, “Koch Stood as Tall as His Steeples,” Milwaukee Journal, January 23, 1995.  
20 Quinn Evans Architects, “Milwaukee City Hall” National Historic Landmark, April 5, 2005, 8/14. 
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Early twentieth century construction at the Northwestern Branch reflected the increased concern with medical 
care for veterans. In particular, the branch constructed additional housing for medical staff; the houses are 
vernacular in style with some Colonial Revival references.  The Protestant chaplain’s quarters was erected in 
1901, a nurses’ quarter in 1902 (demolished), two duplex quarters in 1908, and the Catholic chaplain’s quarters 
in 1909.21  As membership at the branch declined, so did development activity.   

Recreation, Entertainment, and Visitors at the Northwestern Branch 

In 1868, as the Northwestern Branch was under construction, a local newspaper noted that the branch would 
“be the place of resort for our citizens and those who visit us. The grounds possess natural advantages and 
beauty superior to those of the great Central Park of New York and are to be improved and thrown open to 
us.”22  These words proved true. When the facility was founded, Milwaukee had not yet developed an urban 
park system, and as the Northwestern Branch developed, townspeople and visitors utilized the facility as a park 
and entertainment center.  Local access was facilitated following completion of the Milwaukee Electric Railway 
and Light Company interurban line and a station at the north entrance to the Home.  Another line provided 
access from the south. 

Visitors enjoyed a variety of activities at the home, including picnics, strolls on the grounds, regular band 
concerts, and dancing at the dance hall, Fourth of July celebrations, and light lunches at its restaurant. The 
prominent and imposing Main Hall became a tourist attraction in itself. The branch’s four lakes—one of which 
was home to pairs of swans—provided both scenery and rides in rented rowboats. Soldiers Home Play Field, an 
area of about fifty acres built in the 1870s, provided a spot for branch members and visitors alike to participate 
in outdoor activities. Winding roads and paths, smooth lawns, the wide variety of trees and shrubs, and the 
varied terrain provided an urban oasis for Milwaukee citizens as well as for the residents of the branch; 
conservatories provided plantings for colorful flowerbeds, including some arranged to spell names like “Grant” 
and “Sheridan” that invoked the veterans’ service. The attractions of the landscape were complemented by 
more novel attractions, including “Joe,” a captive American eagle kept grounded by a long chain attached to 
one of his legs. By the early 1900s, the library at the Northwestern Branch held nearly eleven thousand books 
and subscribed to several dozen newspapers and magazines.23

The veterans themselves also entertained the visitors.  An 1871 production featured branch members as actors 
in a performance of the popular “Ten Nights in a Bar-room,” sponsored in part by a local temperance group and 
the Grand Army of the Republic.  The play was so successful that members agreed to do another performance at 
Milwaukee’s Music Hall.24

21 Julin, “National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,” 44. 
22 Milwaukee [Sentinel], March 18, 1868, typescript copy, CJZMCA. 
23 J. D. Beck, compiler, The Blue Book of the State of Wisconsin (Madison: Democratic printing Company, 1907), 26 December 

2005, http://freepages/books.rootsweb.com/~wirockbios/Blfue1907/1907-5-USVH.htm.
24 James Marten, “A Place of Great Beauty, Improved by Man: The Soldiers’ Home and Victorian Milwaukee,” Milwaukee

History 22 (Spring, 1999), 3, 7-12; Milwaukee [Sentinel], July 17, 1871, typescript copy, CJZMCA; Elizabeth Corbett, Out at the 
Soldiers’ Home: A Memory Book (New York: D. Appleton-Century Company, 1941), 28-32; Halverson, et. al., 8/44; Kelly, 113; 
Veterans Administration Center, Wood, Wisconsin, Centennial: Wood VAC Century of Service 1867-1967 [Milwaukee: Veterans 
Administration Center, 1967], 16; Milwaukee Public Schools, Division of Municipal Recreation and Community Education, “The 
Ward Memorial Theatre:  Briefing Paper,” Department of Veterans Affairs Historic Preservation Office, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, Washington, D. C.; Milwaukee [Sentinel], September 12 and 18, 1871, typescript copy, CJZMCA. 
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Ward Memorial Hall, designed by Henry C. Koch and constructed in 1881, became a popular site for such 
theatrical productions. The hall was named in honor of Horatio Ward, a successful American businessman 
from Virginia who lived forty years in London until his death in 1867.  Ward bequeathed $112,000 in state 
bonds and interest to the Board of Managers. The Board used the money to build chapels, amusement halls, 
and other facilities for which no appropriated funds had been awarded.25  The edifice was originally built as a 
theater, restaurant, and train passenger waiting room and was also used as a chapel and housed veterans when 
membership exceeded space in barracks.  In 1897, the building was remodeled for use solely as a theater and 
hosted many appearances by lecturers, vaudeville troupes, and musicians; performers appearing elsewhere in 
Milwaukee often gave free shows at the re-named Ward Memorial Theater for the veterans’ benefit.  Modern 
entertainers at the Hall included Bob Hope, Liberace, Ethel Merman, and Burns & Allen, among others.  As the 
motion picture industry developed, the theater acquired equipment to show frequent movies.26

Despite access to a variety of entertainments and recreations, many of the members at the Northwestern Branch, 
like members at other branches, succumbed to the temptations of alcohol.  The establishment of a beer hall on 
the grounds in the 1870s---the first such facility in the NHDVS system---helped to address this issue.  At the 
canteen, men could sit at comfortable tables and chairs, enjoy sandwiches and other snacks, and drink pints of 
Milwaukee’s best beer. The men paid five cents for each glass and the proceeds went into the Post Fund to be 
used for other nonessential entertainments and improvements.  Elizabeth Corbett, who grew up at the 
Northwestern Branch while her father was an official there from1888 until 1915, believed that the canteen was 
the only place where the veterans socialized with each other, otherwise guarding their privacy and solitude. 
Although the canteen was successful and inspired other branches to establish similar facilities, Northwestern 
Branch officials continued to face the problems of off-site drinking.  By 1896, more than thirty saloons existed 
near the northern and southern entrances of the branch, many sporting patriotic names that might appeal to 
veterans. Many of these establishments offered the veterans credit at the saloons to keep them dependent on 
these sources and sometimes served them drink that made them ill.  A Milwaukee newspaper reporter 
complained that some city residents took advantage of the veterans by patronizing the saloons, convincing the 
men to buy them drinks, and robbing them when they were inebriated.27

Recreation, entertainment, and the park-like grounds at the Northwestern Branch served both the men who lived 
there and Milwaukee’s citizens and visitors. These amenities helped reinforce to both the veterans and the 
public that the NHDVS was not a charitable institution but a reward for the men who had served their country. 

Medical and Geriatric Care at the Northwestern Branch 

As the Civil War veterans who made up the bulk of the NHDVS population during the nineteenth century grew 
older, medical treatment and care for the aged became greater concerns for the Board of Managers and 
individual branch officials. At the Northwestern Branch, several innovations addressed these issues.

In 1883, an elevator was installed in the Northwestern Branch’s Main Building, allowing members to avoid 
climbing flights of stairs to their quarters.28  In the ensuing decades, other branches would install elevators in 

25 Ward was a partner of Junius Morgan—father of John Pierpont Morgan—and George Peabody.  By 1919 the Board had 
expended more than $185,000 from the fund.  “The Will of Horatio Ward,” New York Times, 24 July 1867; Milwaukee Public 
Schools; U.S. Congress, House, Report of the Board of Managers for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1919, Vol.  84, Doc. No. 365, 
Dec. 1, 1919 , June 5, 1920. 

26 Milwaukee Public Schools, 2-3; Halverson, et. al., 8/56. 
27 Marten, 6; Corbett, 188-191; Kelly, 165.   
28 The first elevator for the NHDVS Homes had been steam-operated and was installed in the Central Branch hospital in 1871.  

That hospital was demolished.  J.C. Gobrecht, History of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers:  With a Complete 
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existing buildings or include them in the designs of new buildings.  In 1890, the Northwestern Branch 
contracted with the Wisconsin Training School for Female Nurses to employ female nurses.  It was the first 
branch in the system to do so.  Until this point, NHDVS members had been hired to provide most of the care of 
the infirm residents; the introduction of professional nurses reflected the fact that the aging population could no 
longer perform the necessary nursing functions.  Also in 1890, the NHDVS Inspector General suggested the 
development of elderly members’ wards for old men who were not ill enough for hospitalization but who could 
benefit from a separate kitchen and mess serving soft, bland food.  In 1893, the Northwestern branch built the 
first such combination barrack, sometimes referred to as “old men’s barrack” (demolished).  The combination 
barrack combined quarters, kitchen, and dining facilities, allowing elderly men to dine where they lived rather 
than marching to the main mess and to eat meals particularly suited to their needs.  Subsequently, the 
combination barrack concept was incorporated at several other branches.  In the early 1920s, trained nurses 
were placed at all the combination barracks to insure proper care of elderly veterans, thus expanding the 
NHDVS role in caring for geriatric men.29

As elderly veterans passed on, the NHDVS population declined after 1909. In 1916, NHDVS Inspector General 
W. P. Jackson noted that the system had more capacity than it needed and suggested the Northwestern Branch, 
which was in need of expensive repairs, be closed and its members transferred elsewhere.  Subsequently, the 
Board of Managers voted to close the branch. The onset of World War I, however, changed the future of the 
NHDVS and the Northwestern Branch survived to serve new groups of veterans with improved medical 
facilities. With the 1917 amendment to the War Risk Insurance Act which entitled all veterans to medical care, 
the need for medical facilities increased.  The expansion of benefits shifted the focus of the NHDVS even 
further from residential facilities to medical services.  At the Northwestern Branch, barracks were converted to 
hospital wards. A new tuberculosis hospital was built on the southwestern edge of the property, insuring 
isolation for tuberculosis patients. The five hundred bed, $1,200,000 hospital was completed in 1923, one of 
nine such hospitals designed by architects in the Treasury Department and contained facilities for bed patients, 
ambulant patients, administration, and other services.  The existing hospital was modernized and an addition 
with a new kitchen and dining room added.  A greenhouse was built and a smokestack was added to the power 
plant. The expansion of medical services required an enlarged staff and housing to accommodate them.  Duplex 
residences for six families and fifty rooms for nurses were added in 1922 and 1923.30

The demands created by returning World War I veterans who needed medical treatment created particular 
demands for the Northwestern Branch, especially the care of tuberculosis patients.  In the 1920s, in addition to 
male veterans, the Northwestern Branch began to serve female veterans -- women who had served as nurses 
during World War I.  A ward in the new tuberculosis hospital was set aside for treatment of women, and about a 
dozen women were patients there in 1924.31

Correspondence of NHDVS officials during the early 1920s indicates active recruitment of physicians for the 
NHDVS medical staff and particularly for work with tuberculosis patients.  For assistant surgeon openings, the 
institution looked for men with federal or some state license who were completing their internships.  The 

Guide Book to the Central Home, at Dayton, Ohio, (Dayton: United Brethren Printing Establishment, 1875) 80.  
29 Halverson, et al., 8/44-47; Julin, “National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,” 42, 44; Cetina, 297, 316-317;  “Annual 

Report of the Board of Managers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1924,” 1,
Department of Veterans Affairs Central Library (DVACL) (Annual Report, 1924). 

30 Julin, “National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,” 43; “Annual Report of the Board of Managers of the National Home 
for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1922, 1-2, DVACL (Annual Report, 1922); “Annual Report of 
the Board of Managers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1923, 6, DVACL 
(Annual Report, 1923); “Annual Report, 1924,” n.p.; Cetina, 364-365, 379-380; Halverson, et al., 8/48-49. 

31 Halverson, et al., 8/49. 
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doctors were paid approximately $200 per month and were supplied with quarters.  The quarters for both single 
and married men were furnished except for linens and household items.  The Northwestern Branch was one of 
the larger hospitals (the others were at the Southern, Mountain, and Central Branches) to which such 
appointments were made.32  The demand for increased medical services and expanded staff resulting from the 
return of injured and ill World War I veterans insured the continuation of the Northwestern Branch and 
improved its facilities.   

Transitions under the Veterans Administration and Department of Veterans Affairs 

By the time the Northwestern Branch was incorporated into the Veterans Administration in 1930, the facility 
was slightly less than four hundred acres in size and held seventy-one buildings, including barracks, two 
hospitals, staff residences, and supporting social and physical plant buildings. After the transition, a new 
hospital annex was constructed south of the original buildings and near the tuberculosis facility. In 1938, a new 
wing was added to the 1923 hospital building; this addition was demolished in the 1970s. Garages and storage 
buildings were constructed during the 1930s, as well as a new kitchen for the Main Building, built from bricks 
salvaged from the demolition of the original 1867 kitchen. During World War II, additional construction at the 
Northwestern Branch included the construction of Quonset huts for storage and maintenance purposes. In the 
1950s, the Veterans Administration donated the former branch Play Field to the City of Milwaukee and the 
Miller Park Baseball Field and Helfaer Park were built there. In the 1960s and 1970s, other major building 
projects took place in the southern section of the campus, outside the historic core. A new hospital was 
constructed in 1966 and a new domiciliary building was completed in 1979. In 2004, a regional office building 
was erected.33

Cemetery

Before 1871, the Northwestern Branch buried its soldiers in private cemeteries in Milwaukee.  In that year, the 
branch established the Soldiers Home Cemetery.  Like other cemeteries at NHDVS branches, the Western 
Branch cemetery features a relatively large monument in a prominent location: the obelisk honoring Civil War 
veterans was erected by the U.S. Soldiers and Sailors Monument Association in 1903.  Other NHDVS 
developments included the construction of a reception house in 1900. The cemetery expanded south of the 
railroad grade in the mid twentieth century with graves of soldiers who served in World War II, the Korean War 
and the Vietnam War.  A cemetery office building was constructed in 1955 and demolished in the early 1990s.  
In 1973, the site became a national cemetery of the National Cemetery Administration 

Conclusion

The Northwestern Branch of the NHDVS outstandingly represents the evolution of the National Home for 
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers from its establishment until its incorporation into the Veterans Administration by 
illustrating the development of veterans’ benefits in the United States, the commitment of the public to the ideal 
of care and respect for war veterans, and the use of architecture and landscape architecture to express that 
commitment.  Its location, size, layout and railroad connection continue to represent the Board of Manager’s 
1866 criteria for site evaluation. The Northwestern Branch Main Building is the only surviving NHDVS 
building designed to combine multiple basic functions under one roof.  The Northwestern Branch pioneered in 

32 B. F. Hayden to Dr. W. W. Maxwell, February 5, 1929; B. F. Hayden to Medical Director and Superintendent, Cincinnati 
General Hospital, February 20, 1929, Folder Correspondence of Dr. B. F. Hayden, Feb 1,1929-July 6, 1931, Box No. 1, Vol. 1, 
Records of the Veterans Administration, Administrative Records Re: Soldiers Home, Record Group 15, National Archives, 
Washington, D.C.

33 Julin, “National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers,” 44; Halverson, et al, 8/44, 8/50-51, 8/57. 
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building residential and medical facilities and services for veterans. Residential housing constructed in the 
1920s reflects the post-World War I expansion of medical benefits to veterans and the need for additional staff 
to serve them. The Northwestern Branch served as a park for citizens, provided them with recreation and 
entertainment, and reinforced their support of veteran soldiers.  The Northwestern Branch’s Main Building is 
the oldest existing building constructed under the NHDVS Board of Managers’ oversight, and the ensuing 
growth of the branch illustrates the rejection of centralized functions and the adoption of decentralized plans for 
NHDVS facilities. 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

 Preliminary Determination of Individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
X Previously Listed in the National Register. 
X  Previously Determined Eligible by the National Register. 

 Designated a National Historic Landmark. 
X Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey:    #WI-360: Overview 
        #WI-360-A: Building 2 Main Building 
        #WI-360-B: Building 41 Ward Memorial Hall 
        #WI-360-C: Building 39 Governor’s Residence 
        #WI-360-D: Building 3 Library 
        #WI-360-E: Building 12 Chapel 

 Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record:  # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

X State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
 Local Government 
University
Other (Specify Repository): 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of Property: approx. 90 acres 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing

A 16 420225 4765342
B 16 420366 4765342
C 16 420955 4764025
D 16 420990 4763370
E 16 420770 4763320
F 16 419955 4763975
G 16 419960 4764580

Verbal Boundary Description: 

The Northwestern Branch, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers Historic District is located in 
Section 35 of T7N, R21E, and is wholly contained within the boundaries of the City of Milwaukee in 
Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. The boundary is drawn so as to exclude a portion of Interstate Highway 94, and 
is therefore divided into two portions. The boundary for the north portion of the district begins at the southerly 
curbline of West Bluemound Road and the right-of-way of Mitchell Boulevard, then proceeds south along the 
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east edge of the said right-of-way to the north edge of the right-of-way of Interstate Highway 94.  The line then 
proceeds west on the north edge of the said Interstate Highway 94 to the west property line of the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center abutting the property of Beth Hamedrosh Hagodel Cemetery; the line then proceeds 
west north and east along the property line of the Veterans Affairs Medical Center abutting Calvary Cemetery 
to the west property line of the Veterans Affairs Medical Center right-of-way along Mitchell Boulevard, 
proceeding north to the southerly curbline of West Bluemound Road, returning to the point of beginning.  

ne t
ng Calvarg Calva

itchell Boulevatchell Boule
he point of beginninge poin

The boundary for the south portion of the district begins at a point on the south edge of the right-of-way of 
Interstate Highway 94 and the northwest corner of the Clement J. Zablocki Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
abutting the property of the Spring Hill Cemetery.  The line then proceeds east along the southern edge of the 
right-of-way of Interstate Highway 94 on the property line of the Veterans Affairs Medical Center to the 
westerly curbline of General Mitchell Boulevard, then follows the base of the Soldiers Home Reef bluff on the 
property line between the Miller Park grounds and the Veterans Affairs Medical Center, to the intersection with 
the northerly railroad right-of-way of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad and the westerly 
right-of-way of Highway 41. From this point the boundary proceeds south across the railroad right-of-way to 
the intersection of Highway 41 and West National Avenue, where the boundary turns west along the northerly 
right-of-way of West National Avenue to the curbline of General Mitchell Boulevard.  The boundary proceeds 
north along General Mitchell Boulevard to the intersection with North Washington Drive, where it turns west to 
follow the northerly curbline of North Washington Drive to its intersection with Hines Boulevard.  The line 
then turns north along the easterly curbline of Hines Boulevard to an intersection with an unnamed access road 
to the Veterans Affairs Medical Center laundry facility area, where it follows the curving road south, then north 
where it leaves the unnamed road, continuing to an intersection with the southerly right-of-way of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad. The boundary line then proceeds west to the west property line of the 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, then turns north on the established property line to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

The boundary of the historic district incorporates most but not all of the Clement J. Zablocki Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center, including all resources associated with the period of national significance of the National 
Historic Landmark historic district.  The boundaries include the view shed from the earliest and most prominent 
Main Building (Building 2) and create a visual separation between the historic district and the more recent 
developments along West National Avenue.  Buildings 56, 61, 70 and 79 have been excluded even though they 
fall within the period of national significance because the removal of the west wing of Building 70, and the 
1938 addition, along with the construction of Buildings 111, 123, 5400 and the associated parking lots have 
eliminated the original form of the buildings and historic landscape from their context.  A portion of the Wood 
National Cemetery has been excluded from the historic district due to its post-1930 establishment on an area 
that was formerly open fields. 

The boundaries of the Northwest Branch, National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers NHL are 
discontiguous as the district was physically divided when the East-West Expressway portion of the Milwaukee 
County Expressway (now Interstate Highway 90/94) was built west from downtown to Waukesha County in 
1962.34  The Highway construction bisected the district into a northern third, which contains 5 acres of Wood 
National Cemetery and part of the Zablocki Drive services road and the Homes’ original entrance road (General 
Mitchell Boulevard), and the larger southern two-thirds portion of the district. While the interstate highway 
physically separates the district, the landscape and resources remain historically contiguous and are considered 
contiguous in day-to-day operations by both the Wood National Cemetery and the Department of Veterans 

34 Eric Paulsen, “For 50 Years, Milwaukee’s been on a Free Ride,” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 27 February 2005. 
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Affairs in the upkeep and maintenance of the cemetery markers and the VA grounds.  The strip of land west of 
General Mitchell Boulevard has natural grasses and flowers.  This appearance, combined with the presence of 
the historic Calvary Cemetery to the west, continues to evoke the historic north entrance approach. 

DRAFT
pro



NPS Form 10-900  USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH, NHDVS  Page 47 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service  National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

DRAFT
11. FORM PREPARED BY 

Name/Title:  Suzanne Julin, Public Historian 

Address:  1001 E. Broadway Stop 2 PMB 
  Missoula, MT 59802 

Telephone:  406/542-8606

Date:  October 28, 2007 

Edited by:  Dena Sanford 
  National Park Service 
  National Register Programs 
  Midwest Regional Office 
  601 Riverfront Drive 

Omaha, NE  68102 

Telephone:  402-661-1944

Edited by:  Alexandra Lord and Patty Henry 
  National Park Service 

National Historic Landmarks Survey 
1849 C St., NW (2280) 

  Washington, DC 20240 

Telephone:  202-354-6906 and 202-354-2216 

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS PROGRAM 
August 25, 2010 



N
PS

 F
or

m
 1

0-
90

0 
U

SD
I/

N
PS

 N
R

H
P 

R
eg

is
tr

at
io

n 
Fo

rm
 (

R
ev

. 8
-8

6)
 

O
M

B
 N

o.
 1

02
4-

00
18

 

N
O

R
T

H
W

E
S

T
E

R
N

 B
R

A
N

C
H

, N
H

D
V

S
F

ig
u

re
s 

an
d

 I
m

ag
es

 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f 
th

e 
In

te
ri

or
, N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k 

S
er

vi
ce

 
N

at
io

na
l R

eg
is

te
r 

of
 H

is
to

ri
c 

Pl
ac

es
 R

eg
is

tr
at

io
n 

Fo
rm

 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH 
Building Legend 
' ~· :lqilalVn • • Gtr• 
J ,,.............., • 101 """~ 
2 WldMrof!tl Uinry• l '1 GtuWlb ,,..,. in~ 

" Soc.ill w. 11 • •• S."IOPI 
s S-.(iai • t• <Nina"' 
• ~· IU a...HtD.p•I BiamK"- • , ,, fQtwf"f fl.ml 

11 Rrl~~&Oo~•.ltills • tU a.-PMl!ll 
1:t Cl'lt..... it• Ii.I,..., 
l • ~Cti.-M'lll>J1--. . t U 6iilkllnQ 
,. flr1*rtlr'teb1~au..~ + tt. 1111c:l11M16or l~ 
17' Sec.ftllY/~'"aO..u•u• • Ut Ch'IW.,Soto-t!»'J 
ia ai.n."'+ Wllfl' Mr.1..,. • 
1t' Ou~+ lD ~I)' 

2' ~ .......... ~. UOl ~Nl)'-.C.~ 

"' wr..-t-~tflft • MOO V~R*floe•ICHk• 
l: 0..Nlfll, + TlCl 0 T1WCuDlt•H1."la. 
» Gc#t~O....-o • r.n• Mlllit.r\•11U 

"'' w.,.~"-"~•· '"'""" 
Q Hotjlb!A-. A AldoC...111 
.. f'Owwll'l.lflt + lllMM11dtftt\iilr 

• • ~· 8 Pnilt.ot1 
H O..V..-+ C ~t"°'1111" 

" ~ ... ,,...... iWlll + U..1'1 ~ 
56 Qal\MI 0 CMl...,.f-SWllfit ~ 

.. o.~ t- c..,.-iv~ ,l 

Key: 
• ~t«.-to1;nb..lifv~ __ ,..,_ 

~lb:I 9i*lnil 
- - Prc1ooitJ ~ 

- e..,_.,e..-. 
D ""'"'"'-"""' ----

• " F~ 
) 

. "( 
J1 c.r:..~,!;M.-.. . km 7~ 

ti ~. s~ -
N °"91"..-+ ~It!. ...... + ~ .... _ .......... • fb l 

7t ...... felt C\'SPCV\~ +{/'!!' 
1) Ga"9ll v ...... , J -
7• ~ !MNmwiJ I, > 
. , Ga.... f<Mm.... . I" ' • - . ~ S.i.t"fb // ""' .. .............. '7'7 # 

~ c --~~ ::,.,;t.,""'-...,,-..,~-·~~·i· I 

.-- ,,. !5 

• 
t •" I 

- \ ---•" 
• ·:o 

j 

• I 

~ 
.... 

1 

" . 
t> .... ......... ..... -

E 



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH, NHDVS Figures and Images 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

Cemetery Map – Feb 2002 
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Perspective: Main Building #2 with Headquarters #1 in foreground.)  
5000 West National Avenue, Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI.  View to north.  Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006. 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Perspective: Wadsworth Library #3, Social Hall #4, Hospital #6, Barracks #5). 
5000 West National Avenue, Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI. View to west. Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006 
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Perspective: Hospital #6, Barracks #5, Main Building #2 along General Wolcott 
Ave.).  5000 West National Avenue, Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI, View to northeast.  Photograph by Brian 
McCutchen, 2006. 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Barracks  #7, Barracks #5, Main Building #2 along General   
Wolcott Ave.).  5000 West National Avenue, Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI.  View to northeast.   
Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006. 
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Perspective:  Headquarters #1, Main Building in foreground #2,   
Ward Memorial Hall #41, with modern VA Medical Center in background).  5000 West National Avenue, Town of   
Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI.  View to south.  Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006.   

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Perspective: Chapel # 12, Surgeon’s Quarters #17, Wood 
National Cemetery in background).  5000 West National Avenue, Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee 
County, WI.  View to west.  Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006.  
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Perspective: Social Hall #4, Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad grade, Power Plant #45 and Power Plant #112 in background).  5000 West National Avenue, Town 
of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI.  View to southwest.  Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006. 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Main Building #2 along General Mitchell Boulevard).  5000  
West National Avenue, Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI.  View to north.  Photograph by 
Brian McCutchen, 2005.  
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Hospital #6 central pavilion).  5000 West National Avenue, 
Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI.  View to northeast.  Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006. 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Ward Memorial Building #41, Hospital #6 in background). 
5000 West National Avenue, Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI.  View to northwest. 
Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006. 
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Ward Memorial Building #41theater interior). 5000 West 
National Avenue, Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI.  View to north.  Photograph by Brian 
McCutchen, 2006. 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Governor’s Quarters #39).  5000 West National Avenue, Town 
of Milwaukee, Milwaukee, County, WI.  View to southeast.  Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006. 
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Secretary and Surgeon’s Quarters #17).  5000 West National Avenue 
Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI.  View to west.  Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006. 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Quarters #62, #18, #19).  5000 West National Avenue, Town of Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee County, WI.  View to northwest.  Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006. 
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (The Volunteer Monument, Lake Wheeler, Building #111 in 
background).  5000 West National Avenue, Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI.  View to south. 
Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2005. 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Civil War Soldiers and Sailor’s Monument #120, 
cemetery).  5000 West National Avenue, Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI. 
View to north. Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2005.  
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS (Wood National Cemetery in foreground, Chapel #12, Main 
Building #2, Fire Engine House & Chief Engineer’s Quarters #11, Barracks #5, Hospital #6 in background).  
5000 West National Avenue Town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, WI.  View to southeast.   
Photograph by Brian McCutchen, 2006.    

BIRDSEYE VIEW OF NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS SHOWING GATEHOUSE (gone), 
ORIGINAL HOSPITAL (gone), MAIN BUILDINT #2, RAILROAD GRADE, GOVERNOR’S  
QUARTERS #39, QUARTERS #37.  Drawing by: Unknown, 1867-1878.  View to northwest. 
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BIRDSEYE VIEW OF NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS. Drawing by The Milwaukee Lithograph & Engraving 
Company, ca. 1890.   View to northwest.   

VIEW OF NORTHWESTERN BRANCH NHDVS. Photograph by Unknown, ca. 1890.  View to north. 
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH MAIN BUILDING #2, Photograph by Unknown, ca. 1870.   
 View to north 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH MAIN BUILDING #2 and HEADQUARTERS #1. Photograph by Unknown, 
ca. 1890.  View to north.  
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH HOSPITAL #6, RAILROAD GRADE IN FOREGROUND 
Photograph by A. Wittman, from National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, Northwest Branch 
1894.  View to north. 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH HOSPITAL #6, Photograph by unknown, postcard, ca. 1890.  View to northwest. 



NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH, NHDVS Figures and Images 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH HOSPITAL SOCIAL HALL #4 AND WARD MEMORIAL  
BUILDING #41. Photograph by A. Wittman, from National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, 
Northwest Branch, 1894.  View to southeast. 

NORTHWESTERN BRANCH WADSWORTH LIBRARY #3 INTERIOR.  Photograph by A. 
Wittman, from National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, Northwest Branch, 1894. 
View to south. 
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NORTHWESTERN BRANCH RAILROAD GRADE AND WARD MEMORIAL THEATER #41 
Photograph by H. H. Bennett, ca. 1885.  View to southwest. 
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1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

Rf~lt!l\ICr) 

DEC 181995 
Historic Name: SOLDIERS' HOME REEF 

Other Name/Site Number: Rocky Point, National Military Asylum Reef, 
Veterans' Hill, Stadium Reef 

2. LOCATION 

Street & Number: 

City/Town: 

Clement J. Zablocki Veterans Not for publication: 
Affairs Medical Center grounds, 
northeast of Wood Avenue and 
General Mitchell Boulevard 

Milwaukee Vicinity: 

State: WI County: Milwaukee Code: 079 Zip Code: 53295 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

Ownership of Property 
Private: 

Public-Local: 
Public-state: 

Public-Federal: X 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1 

1 

category of Property 
Building(s): 

District:--
site: x 

structure: 
Object:= 

Noncontributing 
buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

O Total 

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National 
Register: ---
Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: 
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As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination request 
for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and 
meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 
60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National 
Register Criteria. ~~ ~~ 

Signature of Certifying Official Date 

state or Federal Agency and Bureau 

In my opinion, the property ~~ meets ~~ does not meet the National 
Register criteria. 

Signature of Commenting or Other Official 

State or Federal Agency and Bureau 

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

Entered in the National Register 
Determined eligible for the 
National Register 
Determined not eligible for the 
National Register 
Removed from the National Register 
Other (explain): 

Date 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 
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6. FUNCTION OR USE 

Historic: Landscape 

Current: Landscape 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: N/A 

MATERIALS: N/A 
Foundation: 
Walls: 
Roof: 
Other: 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

Sub: Natural Feature 
Park 

Sub: Natural Feature 
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance. 

Soldiers' Home Reef is a fossil reef that grew approximately 
400,000,000 years ago during the Silurian Period (unit of 
geological time dating from 430,000,000 to 400,000,000 years ago) 
of Earth's history when this part of North America was located 
20° south of the equator and was covered by shallow tropical 
seas. The reef is situated within the Racine Dolomite (this is 
the proper name for a specific Silurian rock unit in Wisconsin 
and Illinois), and contains a variety of marine fossils including 
trilobites, (extinct free-living, marine invertebrate animal 
belonging to the arthropods), cephalopods (swirciming marine 
invertebrate molluscan animal, either with shell [e.g., the 
chambered Nautilus] or without shell [e.g., squid]), brachiopods 
(sedentary marine invertebrate animal with bivalved shell), 
pelmatozoans (marine invertebrate animal belonging to the 
echinoderms, having a stalk [e .. g, crinoid]), bivalves, bryozoans 
(colonial marine invertebrate animal with microscopic polyps in 
an often-branched colony; sometimes called a moss animal) and 
corals . 1 

The reef occurs in a hill that is approximately 500 feet long by 
300 feet wide by 70 feet high and projects into the Menomonee 
River valley from a bluff underlying the historic National 
Soldiers' Home complex. This is the only undisturbed natural 
rock bluff remaining along the Menomonee River in Milwaukee 
county. The reef occurs as a northward-facing rock outcrop in 
the lower 35 feet of this bluff, and extends for about 450 feet 
in an east-west direction. The reef hill is the centerpiece of 
the natural bluff, which features both an endangered plant 
species unique in the County, and Native American archaeological 
sites. 2 The top of the reef, as well as its west, south, and 
southeast margins, are covered by glacial sediments and soil. 
Located just 500 feet northeast of "The Main Building" (1869), 
one of the oldest buildings and the center of activity for the 
original Soldiers' Home, 3 it forms a wooded hill that is part of 
the historic park-like landscape. Just north of the rock face is 
a chain-link fence that separates the Soldiers' Home grounds from 
the parking lot at Milwaukee County stadium, the land for which 
had been the Soldiers' Home farm property. 

Mikulic, Donald G., "The Paleoecology of Silurian 
Trilobites with a Section on the Silurian Stratigraphy of 
So~theastern Wisconsin", Ph.D. Dissertation as a partial 
fulfillment of Ph.D., submitted to Oregon State University, 1979. 

2 Personal communication with Donald G. Mikulic and Joanne 
Klussendorf, December 11, 1990. 

3 125 Years (1867-1992) ... in Honor of your Service. 125th 
Anniversary Historic Walking Tour Booklet of the Clement J. 
Zablocki Veterans Affairs Medical Center. 
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The earliest known view of the reef is an 1875 lithograph showing 
the prominent reef hill as a focal point of the attractive 
Soldiers' Home grounds. 4 The site of the Soldiers' Home in 
Milwaukee, the city where the concept for these homes for 
disabled veterans had originated during the Civil War, had been 
carefully selected, and the grounds were considered "truly 
magnificent" and the "finest in the country." Nearly 150 acres 
of the undulating, wooded grounds were laid out as a park, and 
even many years later it was thought that "no park in the country 
excels it in natural beauty. 115 From the dedication of the 
Soldiers' Home in 1869 until the development of a municipal park 
system arpund 1900, these grounds served as one of the most 
popular park and recreation areas for Milwaukee residents. 

Soldier's Home reef has changed little since pioneer settlement 
of the area in the 1830s. The ruins of a small, one-story, stone 
gun-powder magazine {1881), used to store ammunition for firing 
salutes at official ceremonies, is located southeast of the reef 
on the same hill. The only alterations to the reef have been the 
dumping of fill along the north toe of the exposure in the 1920s 
and during construction of the stadium parking lot in the early 
1950s. Also, a "ski slide" (from which only a few drill marks 
remain) was constructed down a small portion of the east end of 
the north face of the reef as part of a 1933 Federal CWA project 
to develop some of the farm property as an outdoor recreation 
center for Milwaukee County. In the early 1950s, a small section 
of bleacher seating was constructed on the top of the hill (then 
called Veterans' Hill) that allowed VA center patients to view 
sporting events at the nearby stadium, but it has been removed. 
Although the area to the north of the reef has been altered by 
construction of Milwaukee County Stadium and its parking lot, the 
rest of the surrounding area retains the rolling topography of 
the original nineteenth-century Soldiers' Home park-like grounds. 
Soldiers' Home Reef can be observed.readily from the adjacent 
Milwaukee County Stadium parking lot, and it is also accessible 
by foot from the Soldiers' Home grounds. 

4 Kurz, Louis., National Soldier's Home near Milwaukee. 
American Olegraph Co., 1875. Original in the Chicago Historical 
Society. 

5 A.T. Andreas, History of Milwaukee, Wisconsin {The 
western Historical Society, 1881), p. 1881. 
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Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: Nationally:_A_ Statewide:. Locally:~-

Applicable National 
Register Criteria: 

Criteria Considerations 

A__L B_A_ C D 

(Exceptions): A B c D E F 

NHL Criteria: 

NHL Theme(s): XIII. 

Areas of Significance: 

1, 2 

Science 
B. Earth Science 

2. Geology 

Science 

Period(s) of Significance: 1836-1939 

Significant Dates: 

Significant Person(s): 

Cultural Affiliation: 

Architect/Builder: 

1862, 1877 

James Hall; 
Thomas Crowder Chamberlin; 
Increase Allen Lapham 

N/A 

N/A 

G 
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state significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, criteria 
Considerations, and Areas and Periods of Significance Noted Above. 

SUMMARY 

Soldiers' Home Reef meets Criteria A and B for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places and Criteria 1 and 2 for 
designation as a National Historic Landmark. 1 This site is 
important in the history of the science of geology in the United 
States for the key role it played in the first recognition of 
fossil reefs in North America, a major geological concept, and 
for its association with the careers of several nationally 
significant nineteenth and early twentieth century geologists. 
This rock mound in the Menomonee River valley near Milwaukee was 
discovered by Increase A. Lapham, Wisconsin's first scientist, in 
the 1830s. In 1862, James Hall was the first to recognize and 
interpret Soldiers' Home and two other mounds in the vicinity as 
fossil reefs, making them the first ancient r~efs described in 
North America and among the first described anywhere in the 
world. Thomas c. Chamberlin used Soldiers' Home and these other 
reefs in formulating his paleoecological (study of the 
relationships between ancient organisms and their environment) 
and sedimentological model of reef development, which was 
published in his classic 1877 work, Geology of Eastern Wisconsin. 
The two other rock mounds used to define the fossil reef concept 
have been destroyed or greatly altered by quarrying; only 
Soldiers' Home Reef remains much as it was when -these early 
geologists first saw it. Therefore, it is the only site that 
demonstrates the appearance, especially the mound-like 
configuration, which attracted the attention of these early 
geologists and was instrumental in formulating this important 
geological concept. Consequently, Soldiers' Home Reef is 
important to our understanding of fossil reefs and will continue 
to provide important information to geological studies. The 
period of significance for this site was determined to begin with 
Lapham's arrival in Milwaukee in 1836, when he began his 
geological investigation of the region, and to end with Robert 
Shrock's reef study of 1939. 

1 On March 28, 1992, the Soldier's Home Reef was determined 
to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places as a result of an agreement between the State Historic 
Preservation Officer for Wisconsin, the Federal Preservation 
Officer for the Veterans Administration and the Director of the 
Clement J. Zablocki Veterans Medical Center. All parties agreed 
for a recommendation of national significance for this property. 
For further information the reader should refer to the following: 

Charles W. Causier, "National Register of Historic Places 
Nomination Form--Soldier's Home Reef." (Milwaukee, Wisconsin: 
State Historical Society, 1992). 
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HISTORY 

Anomalous mound-like rock features associated with normal flat­
lying, bedded rocks were long viewed with curiosity by early 
geologists around the world, but their origin remained 
controversial. Not until the mid-nineteenth century were these 
features correctly interpreted as ancient fossil reefs, a concept 
which represents an important advancement in geological theory. 
Soldiers' Home Reef, along with two other mound-like rock 
features in the Menomonee River valley near Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
played the key role in the first recognition and interpretation 
of fossil reefs in North America, and, therefore, possesses 
national significance in the history of science. 2 These reefs 
were further used to establish a model for ancient reef 
development, and they served as primary examples of such features 
in geology text books and geological research for well over 100 
years. 

During Wisconsin's early settlement, these conspicuous rock hills 
projecting out from the Menomonee River banks were quickly 
recognized as a source of lime for construction, and two of them 
have long since been destroyed or greatly altered by quarrying. 
Only the Soldiers' Home Reef remains virtually undisturbed since 
that time, even though it was the most prominent of the rock 
mounds, because it had become a focal point of the park-like 
National Soldiers' Home grounds in the 1860s. Wisconsin's 
eminent pioneer naturalist Increase Allen Lapham was the first to 
take note of these unusual rock mounds in the 1830s. He 
discovered a great abundance and diversity of fossils, including 
corals, which he noticed contrasted sharply with the low 
diversity and rarity of fossils in the local well-bedded rock 
(rocks that were deposited as layers of sediment) strata used for 
building stone, but he concluded erroneously that the masses were 
erosional remnants of a once more extensive rock unit overlying 
the well-bedded rock. 

Considered Wisconsin's first scientist, Lapham is known for 
numerous contributions to many fields of natural history besides 
geology, including meteorology, cartography, botany, zoology, and 
archaeology. 3 Born in Palmyra, New York, on March 7, 1811, 

2 Mikulic, D.G. and J. Kluessendorf, Preliminary report on 
the scientific, educational, and historical importance of 
Soldier's Home Reef, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, Submitted to 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 1991. 

3 Biographical Information about Lapham was taken from the 
following sources: 

Sherman, s. s. Increase A. Lapham, LL.D., a biographical sketch 
read before the Old Settler's Club, Milwaukee: News Printers 
Company, 1876. 

Bean, E. F. "Increase A. Lapham, geologist," Wisconsin 
Archeologist, Vol., 1, pp. 79-96~ 
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Lapham developed his life-long interest in geology while working 
as a stone-cutter on the Erie Canal as a youth. He wrote his 
first geologic paper in 1828, when he was only 17 years old and a 
canal engineer at the Falls of the Ohio. In 1836, Lapham was 
called to Milwaukee by one of its earliest and most prominent 
citizens, Byron Kilbourn, to become chief engineer and secretary 
of the Milwaukee and Rock River canal Company. Soon after his 
arrival, Lapham began to study the geology of the area, looking 
for economically important rock and mineral deposits. In 1844, 
he published a 250-page volume entitled A geographical and 
topographical description of Wisconsin, with brief sketches of 
its history, geology, mineralogy, natural history, population, 
soil, productions, government, antiquities, etc., which served as 
a handbook for new settlers for many years. By 1851, based on 
his geologic studies and James Hall's identification of his 
fossils, Lapham had been able to determine the stratigraphic 
succession of rock units in Milwaukee, define the general 
Paleozoic stratigraphic section for eastern Wisconsin, and 
establish correlation .with the New York rock section. 4 

Interested in the public welfare throughout his life, Lapham was 
involved in establishing several local educational and scientific 
organizations, including the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts 
and Letters, the Wisconsin Agricultural Society, the Wisconsin 
Geological Survey, the Wisconsin Historical Society, and the 
Milwaukee Female College. In 1873, Lapham was appointed head of 
the Wisconsin Geological Survey, and he quickly assembled a 
noteworthy staff of young geologists, including T.C. Chamberlin 
and Roland Irving. He was replaced as head of the Survey by a 
political appointee of the new governor in 1875, and died a few 
months later on September 14th. Lapham's natural history 
collection, which included 10,000 fossils, minerals, shells, 
meteorites, and Indian relics was purchased for the University of 
Wisconsin, where it was destroyed in an 1884 fire. Soldiers' 
Home Reef, however, remains much the same as when Lapham 
undertook the first geologic studies of the area. 

When Lapham was attempting to correlate the age of rocks in 
southeastern Wisconsin with the stratigraphic (chronological 
sequence of rock layers with oldest at bottom and youngest at 
top) reference section already determined for New York state 
during the early 1840s, he sent fossil specimens to the famous 
paleontologist James Hall, of the New York Geological Survey, for 
identification. His interest piqued by Lapham's fossils, Hall 
made several visits to the Milwaukee area in the 1850s to study 
the local geology. on the basis of this work, Hall became the 
first, in an 1862 publication, to recognize the Menomonee River 

4 Lapham, I. A. On the geology of the southeastern portion 
of the State of Wisconsin being part not surveyed by the United 
States geologists, in a letter to J. W. Foster by I. A. Lapham 
of Milwaukee. In J. W. Foster and J. D. Whitney, Report on the 
geology of the Lake superior land district, part 2. U.S. 32nd 
congress, Spec. Session, Senate Executive Document No. 4, 
pp. 167-177. 
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valtey mounds as fossil coral reefs, making them the first fossil 
reefs recognized in all of North America and among the first 
anywhere in the world. Hall noted that his interpretation of the 
reef origin of these features was based in part on their 
appearance as isolated hills or ridges of Coralline limestone 
that contrasted with the surrounding flat-lying, well-bedded, 
rocks. He recognized that these hills were not erosional 
remnants of formerly continuous rock units, as thought by Lapham, 
but that they were individual reefs. 

The interpretation of fossil reefs was one of the most important 
accomplishments for James Hall, perhaps the most eminent 
paleontologist and geologist in North America during the mid to 
late nineteenth century. Born in Hingham, Massachusetts, on 
September 12, 1811, Hall was introduced to science and natural 
history by his local public school teacher. 5 In 1830, Hall 
enrolled in the recently established Rensselaer Institute in 
Troy, New York, where Amos Eaton and Ebeneezer Emmons, two of the 
country's leading geologists, became his mentors. Four years 
after his graduation in 1832, Hall became the youngest geologist 
on the New York Geological Survey staff, and in only a few years 
more, he established a reputation as one of nation's leading 
geologists and paleontologists. While working on an exhaustive 
paleontological survey of New York, Hall also served as State 
geologist of Iowa and Wisconsin in the mid-1800s. In 1866, Hall 
was appointed director of the New York State Museum, and, in 
1893, the position of State Geologist of New York was created 
especially for him. Through much of his career, Hall was active 
in scientific societies, being a founder of the Association of 
American Geologists and the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and serving as a charter member of the 
National Academy of Sciences. He was the first president of the 
Geological Society of America, president of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, and a three-time 
vice-president of the International Congress of Geologists. A 
prolific researcher and publisher, Hall had formulated the 
concepts of geosynclines (tectonically subsiding trough related 
to mountain building and plate tectonics) and fossil reefs, and 
had produced 15 quarto volumes containing more than 4000 pages of 
text and more than 1000 paleontological plates by the time of his 
death on August 7, 1898. He also trained many students who would 
become some of the most prominent geologists and paleontologists 
in North America. 

5 Biographical information on James Hall was taken from the 
following sources: 

Fenton, Carroll Land, and Mildred Adams Fenton. Giants of 
Geology. (New York: Doubleday & Company, 1952). 

Clark, John M. James Hall of Albany, geologist and paleontologist 
1811-1898. (Albany, New York: Arno Press Reprint, 1978). 
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Hall's interpretation of the Milwaukee reefs was expanded upon by 
Thomas Crowder Chamberlin, the renown American geologist and 
educator. Chamberlin's research on the bedrock geology and reefs 
of Wisconsin was very innovative and influential. He recognized 
that these reefs contained fossils and rock types different from 
surrounding contemporaneous bedded rocks, and that individual 
reefs differed among themselves, and, in so doing, pioneered the 
study of reef paleoecology. In 1877, when Chamberlin, then State 
Geologist of Wisconsin, published his classic study of Wisconsin 
Silurian reefs, he focused on the Milwaukee County reef examples, 
again emphasizing their mound-like structure: "Near Milwaukee 
there are three mounds or ridges of rock that have attracted much 
attention, and which seem to be regarded as exceptional 
phenomena ... " 6 

Born on a prairie homestead near Mattoon, Illinois, on September 
25, 1843, Chamberlin was only two years old when his family moved 
to the frontier near Beloit, Wisconsin. 7 After attending the 
district grammar school, Chamberlin continued his education at 
Beloit College where he became interested in science under the 
tutelage of Professor Henry Nason, a well-travelled chemist and 
mineralogist. Graduating in 1866, Chamberlin taught high school 
in Delavan, Wisconsin, for two years, and then did graduate work 
under the geologist Alexander Winchell at the University of 
Michigan. From 1869 to 1873, Chamberlin taught natural science 
at the State Normal School in.Whitewater, Wisconsin. He then 
returned to Beloit College as a faculty member, and in 1880, 
became its first Professor of Geology. While at Beloit, 
Chamberlin also worked for the Wisconsin Geological Survey, being 
appointed state Geologist in 1876. He made an exhaustive study 
of the bedrock and glacial geology of southeastern Wisconsin at 
this time. The experience he gained in this research made 
Chamberlin the leading American glacial geologist, and in 1881, 
Chamberlin was appointed to head the newly formed Glacial 
Division of the United States Geological Survey, for which he 
conducted field work across the United States. While continuing 
his work for the USGS, Chamberlin became president of the 
University of Wisconsin in 1887, where he is credited with 
transforming the institution from a college into a university. 
He left this position in 1892 to establish the Department of 
Geology at the newly-founded University of Chicago, where he 
remained until his retirement in 1919. In addition to his reef 
and glacial work, Chamberlin is noted for his method of multiple 
working hypotheses, which he formulated while at the University 

6 T. c. Chamberlain, Geology of Eastern Wisconsin (Madison: 
David Atwood, 1877). p. 365. 

7 The biographical information on Thomas Chamberlin was 
taken from the following sources: Schultz, s. F. "Thomas c. 
Chamberlin: the Kettle Moraine and multiple glaciation". 
Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters Transactions, 
Vol. 67, pp. 135-148; Chamberlain, R. T. "Thomas Crowder 
Chamberlain, 1843-1928". National Academy of Science 
Biographical Memoir, Vol. 15, Mem. 11, 1934, pp. 305-407. 
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of Wisconsin in 1889, and for the planetesimal hypothesis he 
devised with Forest Moulton at the University of Chicago, which 
was considered a leading theory for the origin of the solar 
system at the time of Chamberlin's death in 1928. 

During the early twentieth century, several other prominent 
geologists, including w.c. Alden and Cecil Kindle, also studied 
the Soldiers' Home Reef, and it was last described in the 
scientific literature by Robert R. Shrock in his classic 1939 
reef study. 8 These geologists all emphasized, in both their 
field notes and publications, the mound-like appearance of 
Soldiers' Home Reef in contrast to the surrounding flat-lying 
rocks more typical for the area. 

In addition to its ancient reef origin, its role in the area's 
glacial history was recognized at this time by Ernst Bruncken. 
Because of its mound-like reef structure and the erosion­
resistant nature of the reef rock, the Soldiers' Home Reef was 
carved into a roche moutonee (glacially abraded rock knob) by 
glaciers during the Pleistocene Epoch of the Quaternary Period 
(last geologic time until before the Recent), perhaps during the 
last stage of glaciation. This is the best undisturbed roche 
moutonee remaining in the area. 

Soldiers' Home Reef has remained virtually unchanged for more 
than 150 years within a large metropolitan area. The two other 
rock features used to define the important fossil reef concept 
have been severely altered by quarrying, leaving only the 
Soldiers' Home Reef as it was when the mid-19th-century 
geologists visited the area. This is the only remaining site 
where one may view the· actual features originally used by the 
early geologists to formulate the fossil reef concept, and as 
such, Soldiers' Home Reef is essential to our understanding of 
the development of this important geological idea. This 
historical understanding is critical to refining basic geologic 
concepts as they change and evolve. The site will also continue 
to stimulate new studies especially as it has not yet been 
studied thoroughly using modern methods. Because the other two 
reefs have been mostly destroyed and covered by urban develop­
ment, it is also the only intact reef that is accessible for 
rock-coring and geophysical and seismic studies. Furthermore, by 
being located within a major metropolitan area and so readily 
accessible, Soldiers' Home Reef holds exceptional potential for 
public education in both the history of science and geological 
phenomena. Soldiers' Home Reef, therefore, contributes 
fundamentally to our understanding of Earth history and the 

.development of basic geological concepts, and as it continues to 
be important to fossil reef studies, it may yield important 
additional information during future study. 

Shrock, R. R. "Wisconsin Silurian bioherms (organic 
reefs)". Geological Society of America Bulletin, Vol. 50, 1939, 
pp.. 529-562. 
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Soldier's Home Reef Geological Investigations, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Submitted to Howard Needles Tammen and Bergendoff. 
1992. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) : 

Preliminary Determination of Individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested. 
Previously Listed in the National Register. 
Previously Determined Eligible by the National Register. 
Designated a National Historic Landmark. 
Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey: # ------Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record: # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

__K_ State Historic Preservation Off ice 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Government 
University 
Other (Specify Repository): 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of Property: 3.5 Acres 

------

UTM References: Zone Northing Easting Zone Northing Easting 

A 16 420450 
c 16 420630 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

4764170 B 16 420550 
4764170 D 16 420700 

4764230 
4764050 

Soldiers' Home Reef is a rock hill on the south bluff of the 
Menomonee River valley in the SEl/4, NWl/4. NEl/4, Section 35, 
T7N, R21E, Wauwatosa Township, Milwaukee 7.5' quadrangle, Clement 
J. Zablocki Veterans Affairs Center, Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, 
Wisconsin, approximately 300 feet south of the Milwaukee County 
stadium. The boundary follows the north and east face of the reef 
for approximately 560 feet and then back about 250 feet from that 
face as shown on the accompanying map, labeled "Soldiers' Home 
Reef: Veterans' Administration," by Howard, Needles, Tammen & 
Bergendoff. 

Boundary Justification: 

All boundaries ~xcept the southern one correspond to the natural 
edge of the reef outcrop exposed above surrounding ground level. 
East and west boundaries were selected as they correspond to the 
topographic boundary of the hill containing the reef. The 
boundary includes the exposed face of the reef and extends 
backward a distance likely to include the entire reef structure 
based on seismic testing. 
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Soldiers Home Reef 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
View from Northeast 
Photo: C. Causier, February, 1992 
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Soldiers Home Reef 
Milwaukee. Wisconsin 
View from Southeast 
Photo: C. Causier. February. 1992 



Soldiers Home Reef 
Milwaukee. Wisconsin 
View from East 
Photo: C. Causier, February, 1992 



Soldiers Home Reef 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
View from Southeast 
Photo: C. Causier, February, 1992 
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Soldiers Home Reef 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
View from Northeast 
Photo: C. Causier, February, 1992 



Soldiers Home Reef 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Close-up of North Face 
Photo: C. Causier, February, 1992 



Soldiers Home Reef 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Close-up of Southeast Face 
Photo: C. Causier, February, 1992 
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Soldiers Home Reef 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
View from Southwest (top of Reef) 
Photo: C. Causier, February, 1992 
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Soldiers Home Reef 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
View from West ltop of Reef) 
Photo: C. Causier. February, 1992 
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